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ADVERTISEMENT, 


JL  HE  following  Sermons  were  com- 
pofed  for  the  particular  edification  of 
three  congregations,  confifling  of 
perfons  in  the  middle  and  lower  ranks 
of  life  ;  without  the  moft  diftant  idea 
of  their  ever  being  fubmitted  to  gene 
ral  criticifm. 

They 


vi        ADVERTISEMENT. 

They  are  now  reluctantly  produced 
to  the  world,  not  for  the  credit  of 
the  writer,  but  for  the  benefit  of  his 
five  unprovided  daughters. 

The  Author's  reputation  ftands  on 
a  much  firmer  bails :  a  long  life  uni 
formly  devoted  to  the  interefts  of 
facred  learning,  and  the  advancement 
of  Chriftian  virtue. 

The  Editor  trufts  that  he  may  fafely 
rely  on  the  candor  of  the  Public  for 
thofe  proper  allowances  which  a  pofl- 
humous  Publication,  under  the  above- 
ftated  circuinftances,  feems  to  claim : 
not  doubting  but  that  it  will  readily 
i  extend 


ADVERTISEMENT.        vii 

extend  that  liberality  to  the  perform 
ance  which  it  has  fo  eminently  fhewn 
to  thefami/y  of  a  man,  who,  in  all 
his  labors,  whether  from  the  pulpit 
or  the  prefs,  confcientioufly  endea 
voured  to  improve  his  fellow-creatures, 
rather  than  to  difplay  his  own  abili 
ties. 

The  Editor  has  only  to  add,  that 
the  gratitude  of  the  Author's  Family 
is  as  lincere  as  the  benevolence  of  the 
Public  has  been  great. 


Edmonton,  TJ      T)      /~* 

Feb.i6,  1797.  Al.    £>.    (J. 


SERMON  I 


S   .E    R    M    O    N     .L 


ROMANS  ii.— Ver.  28,  29. 

FOR  HE  IS  NOT  A  JEW,  WHO  IS  ONE  6uf- 
WARDLY  ;  NEITHER  IS  THAT  CIRCUMCI 
SION,  WHICH  IS  OUTWAREt  IN  THE  FLESH  : 

BUT  HE  IS  A  JEW,  WHO  IS  ONE  INWARDLY  ; 
AND  CIRCUMCISION  IS  THAT  OF  "THE 
HEART,  IN  THE  SPIRIT,  AND  NOT  IN  THE 
LETTEfc,  WHOSE  PRAISE  IS  NOT  OF  MEN, 
BUT  OF  GOD* 


.  Paul,  in  the  beginning  of  this  Epiftle, 
defcribes  the  wretched  and  deplorable 
ftate,  into  which  Mankind  were  univer- 
fally  fallen ;— and  thence  infers  the  great 
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neceflity  of  fome  new  difpenfation,  to 
bring  them  to  the  pra&ice  of  virtue  and  ho- 
linefs,  in  order  to  regain  the  favour  of  God. 

He  begins  his  account  with  the  character 
of  the  Gentiles. — And  thefehe  {hews,  from 
a  particular  enumeration  of  their  fevera! 
vices,  to  be  fo  depraved  both  in  mind  and 
morals,  as,  without  the  intervention  of  faith 
and  repentance,  to  be  in  the  utmoft  dan 
ger  of  perifhing  for  ever. 

The  Jews  were  pofTelled  of  greater  ad 
vantages  ;  and  thought  themlelves  con- 
fequently  in  a  fafer  condition.  They 
were  in  covenant  with  God  ;  and  had  his 
law  in  their  hands  to  dire6t  their  condu6h 
But  this  law,  which  theyfo  much  gloried  in, 
had  no  influence  on  their  hearts  and  lives* 
Their  pra6lices  daily  contradicted  their 
profeffion  ;  and,  inftead  of  doing  honour 
6  to 
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to  the  name  of  God,  brought  it  into  con 
tempt  even  among  the  Heathens.  Thus 
they  perverted  the  means  of  goodnefs  into 
an  occafion  of  more  aggravated  guilt ;  and 
by  that  abufe  rendered  themfelves  obnoxi 
ous  to  much  greater  punifhments,  than 
thofe  who  offended  againft  a  lefs  perfe£t 
law. 

But  they  deluded  themfelves  into  a  fatal 

fecurity  ;  and  thought  it  impoffible  they 

could  ever    mifcarry   while  they   enjoyed 

the  benefit  of  circumcifion,  which  entitled 

them   to  the  privileges  of  the  covenant. 

To  free  them  therefore  from  the  power  of 

this    deceit,  the  Apoftle  acquaints   them, 

that  "  their    circumcifion   would   indeed 

"  profit  them  if  they  lived   in  ftri6l  obe- 

"  dience  to  the  law ;  and  faithfully  per- 

"  formed  the  terms  of  the  covenant ;— but 

"  if    they   became    tranfgreflbrs    of    the 

B  3  "  law, 
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*6  law,  and  indulged  themfelves  in  vice 
"and  immorality;  their  circumcifion 
"  would  be  fo  far  from  conveying  any 
*'  right  or  benefit  to  them,  that  they  might 
"  as  well  not  have  been  circumcifed  at 
"  all."  Nay,  he  allures  them,  that  '<  the 
••-  Heathens  themfelves,  if  they  led  better 
"'  lives  than  the  Jews — if  they  were  more 
**  obfervant  of  the  law  of  Nature,  than 
"  the  others  were  of  the  law  of  Mofes — 
*'  that  theie  Heathens,  1  fay,  though  they 
*c  had  no  circumcifion  in  their  flefh,  were 
"  more  truly  the  children  of  Abraham  ; 
*c  and  more  entitled  to  the  promifes  of 
*4  GOD  ;  than  any  of  the  carnal  Jews,  who 
*'  had  the  mark  of  circumcifion  upon 
*c  them."  For,  as  he  concludes  in  the 
words  of  my  text,  "  He  is  not  a  Jew, 
*;  who  is  one  outwardly ;  neither  is  that 
^  circumcifion,  which  is  outward  in  the 
?4  fielh;  but  he  is  a  Jew,  who  is  one  in- 

46  wardly  ; 
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"  wardly  ;  and  circumcifion  is  that  of  the 
«  the  heart,  in  the  fpirit,  and  not  in  the 
"  letter,  whofe  praife  is  not  of  men,  but 
"  of  GOD."     As  if  he  had  faid,  Every  one 
that  is  born  a  Jew,  and  can  plead  his  ad- 
miffion  into  the  covenant  of  GOD,  is  not 
therefore   the   real  and   proper   Jew,    to 
whom  the  benefits  of   the  covenant  be 
long  ;  nor  is  that  the  true  available  cir 
cumcifion,  which  is  outwardly  apparent 
in  the  flefh  ;  but  he  is  the  Jew,  the  Ifrae- 
lite  indeed,  who,  in  the  integrity  of  his 
heart,  yields  obedience  to  the  divine  laws, 
and  walks  worthy  of  thofe  high  privileges, 
which  GOD  has  conferred  upon  him  ;  and 
the  true  acceptable  circumcifion  is  that  of 
him,   who   cuts    off    the  fuperfluities    of 
naughtinefs,  and  the    impurities   of  fin ; 
— who    hath    the    law   of   righteoufnefs, 
of  which  circumcifion  is  the   fign,    im 
printed    on   his  inner    man,  on  his  Soul 

B  4  and 
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and  fpirit, — and  who  therefore  makes 
it  the  great  bufmefs  of  his  life  to  approve 
himfelf  to  GOD  by  a  diligent  difcharge 
of  his  various  duties, 

Thefe  are  the  remonftrances  which  the 
Apoftle  thought  fit  to  make  to  the  Jews. 
But  what  are  thefe  remonftrances,  you'll 
fay,  to  us  Chriftians  ?  Why,  truly,  they  are 
important  leffons — -fuch  as  we  may  greatly 
profit  by,  if  we  are  not  wanting  to  our 
own  improvement.  For,  only  change  the 
terms — put  the  word  Chriftian  inftead  of 
Jew,  and  Baptifm  in  the  place  of  Circum- 
cifion,  and  the  text  aflbmes  a  modern 
form — exa6Uy  fits  the  prefent  times — and 
comes  home  with  full  weight  into  our  own 
fcofoms. 

Mankind  have   been    always  prone  to 
iropofe  upon,  themfelves  in  religious  mat 
ters 
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ters  by  vain  and  empty  delufions.  And,  if 
we  compare  thefe  delufions  together,  we 
{hall  find,  that,  in  all  Ages,  and  among 
all  nations,  they  have  been  very  fimilar  to 
each  other.  This  may  be  proved  by  vari 
ous  inftances  in  the  conduft  of  Jews  and 
Chriftians ;  who,  though  they  differ  in  other 
refpefts,  are  yet  in  this  unhappily  uni 
form. 

If  the  Jews  relied  on  their  Defcent  from 
Abraham — trufted  to  their  being  circum- 
cifcd,  and  having  the  true  Religion  of  GOD 
among  them  :  if  they  placed  their  confi 
dence  in  thefe  outward  advantages,  and 
hoped  to  be  faved  at  laft,  let  them  lead 
what  kind  of  life  they  would  :  how  many 
Chriftians  are  there,  who  fupport  them- 
felves,  and  build  their  hopes  of  GOD'S  fa 
vour,  on  the  fame  or  as  weak  a  foundation? 
who  truft  to  their  being  baptized  in  the 

name 
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name  of  Chrift,  and  to  their  profefling  his 
Religion,  for  all  the  promifes  that  he  hath 
made  to  the  faithful  ?  But,  pray,  where 
is  the  difference  (I  fpeak  with  regard  to 
real  merit)  between  being  natural-bom 
Jews,  and  being  born  of  Chriftian  pa 
rents  ?  between  an  outward  Circumcifion, 
and  an  outward  Baptifm  ?  between  an  ex 
ternal  Profeffion  of  the  Law  of  Mofes,  and 
an  external  Profeffion  of  the  Gofpel  of 
Chrift  ?  If  we  blame  the  Jews  for  their 
foolifh  notions,  how  can  we  poffibly  ex 
culpate  ourfelves  ?  If  we  think  their  Pri 
vileges  to  be  of  no  value  without  the  ad 
dition  of  a  holy  Life  ;  then  what  can  our 
Privileges  avail  us,  unlefs  we  live  anfwer- 
ably  to  them  ?  They  are  indeed  of  great 
life,  as  means  and  instruments  of  virtue ; 
but  if  we  do  not  make  that  ufe  of  them, 
they  only  ferve  to  increafe  our  condemna* 

tion* 
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tion.  Baptifm  and  the  other  Ordinances 
of  Religion  were  not  eftablifhed  for  their 
own  fake  ;  but  for  further  and  nobler  Ends : 
that  we  might  be  obliged  and  enabled 
thereby  to  follow  the  example  of  our  Sa 
viour  Chrift  ;  and  live  up  to  the  Precepts 
he  has  given  us.  And  wo  be  to  us,  if  they 
have  not  at  laft  this  effeft  upon  us  ! 

Again :  if  the  Jews  depended  on  the  pro- 
feflion  of  Religion,  and  refled  for  Salva 
tion  on  their  Knowledge  of  the  Law  ;  how 
many  Chriftians  are  there  among  us,  who 
turn  the  Golpel  into  mere  fpeculation,  and 
judge  of  the  proficiency  they  have  made 
under  it  by  the  foundnefs  of  their  Faith, 
and  the  orthodoxy  of  their  Opinions? 
who  are  for  ever  adjufting  what  they  fhould 
believe  ;  and  never  trouble  themfelves  with 
what  they  ihould  pratttfe  ?  But  is  not  this 

a  very 


is  S  E  R  M  ONI. 

a  very  wrong  reprefentation  of  Chriftiani- 
ty  ?  For  though  we  know  the  things  of  it 
ever  fo  well,  yet  our  Saviour  affures  us,  we 
are  then  only  in  the  way  to  be  happy, 
when  we  are  fo  wife  as  to  do  them.  What 
ever  knowledge  of  Chrift  and  his  Religion 
any  of  us  may  pretend  to,  flill  it  behoves 
us  to  remember,  that  "  hereby  alone  we 
can  be  fure  that  we  know  him,  if  we  keep 
his  Commandments.  And  he  that  faith, 
He  knoweth  him,  and  keepeth  not  his 
commandments,  is  as  void  of  truth,  as  he 
is  of  morality."  He  deceives  himfelf,  and 
will  be  finally  wretched. 

Moreover,  if  the  Jews  exprefTed  greater 
zeal  for  the  rituals  and  ceremonials,  than 
for  the  moral  duties  of  the  law ;  if  they 
were  more  exact  in  performing  the  out 
ward  and  fhadowy  part  of  their  Religion, 
in  cultivating  inward  and  fubftantiai 

Ho- 


S  E  R  M  O  N    I.  13 

Holinefs  ;  how  many  Chriftians  are  there, 
who  are  deeply  tin£tured  with  the  Tame 
principles ;  and  run  after  them  into  the 
like  practices  ?  who  are  very  fcrupulous  in 
the  obfervance  of  fome  religious  acts,  and 
intolerably  negligent  in  the  pradice  of 
ethers  ?  How  many  perfons  are  there  in 
the  world,  who  continually  pray  for  grace 
to  amend,  and  yet  never  exert  the  lead 
care  to  fupprefs  their  fmful  and  vicious  in 
clinations  ?  How  many  do  we  fee,  who 
are  ftri6t,  perhaps,  in  keeping  the  Sab 
bath,  and  every  day  of  the  week  after 
make  ihipwreck  of  their  faith,  and  a  good 
confcience  ?  Nay,  how  many  are  there 
who  approach  the  altar,  and  folemnly  vow 
obedience  to  the  Almighty ;  and  yet  in- 
ftantly  return  to  the  cominiffioii  of  thofe 
fins,  which  juft  before  they  had  promifed 
to  renounce  ? 

But 
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But  in  vain  do  they  thus  worfhip  GOD, 
To  render  thefe  outward  fervices  accepta 
ble,  they  fhould  add  to  them  the  inward 
devotion  of  their  fouls.  True  religion  is 
a  vital  principle,  regulating  the  whole 
condu£l  of  life.  It  makes  a  man  a  new- 
creature  ;  and  fubdues  every  thing  in  him, 
that  exalts  itfelf  againft  the  difcipline  of 
CHRIST.  He  who  is  truly  a6luated  by  it ; 
is  fo  far  from  refting  in  the  outward  pri 
vileges  he  enjoys ;  that  he  makes  thofe 
very  privileges  an  argument  to  himfelf, 
for  working  out  his  falvatipn  with  more 
fear  and  trembling — well  knowing,  that 
the  greater  his  advantages  are,  the  greater 
his  obligations  to  improve  by  them. 

Accordingly,  he  watches  every  opportu 
nity,  and  lays  hold  of  every  incidence, 
that  opens  the  way  to  a  good  action.  He 
endeavours  to  yield  an  univerfal  obedience 

to 
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to  the  laws  of  GOD,  He  never  overvalues 
fome  kind  of  duties  to  the  difparagement 
of  others ;  but  gives  every  duty  its  due 
place  in  his  efteem  ;  and  is  ready  to  fliew 
the  fmcerity  of  his  regard,  by  complying 
with  it  as  occafion  requires.  In  all  this, 
however,  he  has  no  view  to  the  praife  of 
men,  but  only  to  the  approbation  of  GOD. 
It  is  the  confcience  of  his  duty  that  is  the 
great  fpring  of  all  his  adtions  ; — and  there 
fore  he  is  always  confiftent — always  like 
himfelf ; — as  religious  and  devout  in  pri 
vate,  as  he  is  in  public  ; — as  careful  of 
himfelf  and  his  proceedings  when  nobody 
fees  him,  as  when  the  eyes  of  the  world 
are  fixed  upon  him.  Yet,  he  is  far  from 
affuming  on  this  account.  What  he  has 
been  enabled  to  do  he  afcribes  entirely  to 
the  goodnefs  of  GOD  ;  and  humbly  applies 
it  to  his  glory.  He  is  ftill  in  his  own  ap- 
prehenfion  an  unprofitable  fervant;  he 

has 
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has  done  his  benefa6tor  no  good — "  he 
"  has  only  done  what  he  ought  to  do  ;" 
and  therefore  pleads  no  merit.  But  with 
GOD  he  knows  there  is  mercy  ;  and  as  he 
has  already  derived  from  his  grace  the  power 
of  ferving  him  in  the  manner  he  has  done  ; 
fo  he  hopes  to  receive,  from  the  fame 
grace,  in  futurity,  the  reward  of  thofe  im- 
perfeft,  but  well-meant  fervices., 

Thefe  are  the  genuine  marks  of  Chrif- 
tianity  :  And  he  that  has  thefe  characters 
upon  him,  is  a  real  and  fmcere  Chriftian  : 
— one  that  is  now  in  the  favour  of  GOD  ; 
and  fhall  hereafter  enjoy  the  pfomifes  of 
the  Gofpel.  No  other  pretences,  no  pri 
vileges,  no  endowments,  will  ever  (land  us 
in  any  ftead.  For  they  .are  not  the  hearers 
of  the  Law,  or  the  profeflbrs  of  the  Gofpel, 
but  the  doers  and  obfervers  of  it,  that 
fhall  be  juftified.  Therefore,  we  mull 

fuffer 
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fuffer  our  Religion  to  fink  deep  into  our 

hearts  ;  and  to  produce  the  fruits  of  righ- 

teoufnefs  in  our  lives;  if  we  mean  to  be 

the  better  ;  nay,  if  we  mean  not  to  be  the 

worfe,  for  the  profeflion  of  it.     We  muft 

carefully  apply  it — to  the  government  of 

our  paffions — to  the  improvement  of  our 

difpofitions — and  to  the  reformation  of  our 

lives  and  manners.     If  it  can  become  us  to 

fuppofe  any  one  time  fitter  than  another 

for    taking   fuch    pains   with    ourfelves  ; 

when,  I  befeech  you,  can  the  good  work 

be  more  feafonably  undertaken,  than  at 

this  very  time  ?     The  time  that  opens  a 

new  fcene  of  life,  by  introducing  us  into 

a  new  year.     And  may  the  new  year,  we 

are  now  commencing,  effe6tually  infpire 

us  with  new  refolutions  of  employing  it 

better  than  we  have  done  the  laft  !  When 

this  is  fincerely  determined  upon,  and  we 

live  like  thofe'who  muft  give  an  account, 

C  then 
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then  thefe  additions  or  lengthenings  of 
life  become  a  matter  of  real  joy.  For,  the 
the  more  fervice  we  pay,  the  greater  re 
ward  we  fhall  be  fure  to  receive.  But  let 
us  in  no  wife  deceive  ourfelves  by  falfe  cal 
culations  ;  and,  becaufe  the  Sun  is  re 
turned  to  the  fame  point  of  the  Heavens 
that  he  was  in  a  year  ago  ;  imagine  our 
felves  to  be  alfo  in  the  fame  fituation,  and 
the  fame  ftate  of  life.  In  truth,  our  cir- 
cumftances  are  now  very  different  from 
what  they  were  a  year  ago.  The  ftate  of 
our  accounts  is  greatly  altered  ;  and  the 
time  \vhen  we  fhall  be  called  to  deliver 
them  up,  is  fo  much  the  nearer  to  us. 
How  many  have  been  called  upon  already, 
within  the  compafs  of  this  laft  revolution, 
who  promifed  to  themfelves  as  long  a  con 
tinuance,  as  any  of  us  can  reafonably  do  ? 
Think  then  of  their  fate  :  and  let  that 
thought  inftruft  you — whether  you  ought 

in 


S  E  R  M  O  N    I.  19 

.     | 

in  prudence  to  rely  on  finilliing  the 
courfe  of  this  year,  which  you  are  now 
entering  :- — And  whether  you  ought  not 
fo  to  begin  it,  as  to  refolve  that  it 
fhall  be  a  new  year  to  you,  in  the  moft 
chriflian  and  beneficial  fenfe.  This  we 
certainly  owe  to  the  diftinguifhing  pro 
vidence  of  GOD,  whofe  goodnefs  in  our 
prefervation  calls  for  the  thanks  of  living 
to  his  glory.  This  we  certainly  owe  to 
ourfelves,  whofe  happinefs  depends  upon 
well-doing ;  and  whofe  time  otherwife 
employed,  ferves  only  to  increafe  the  mi- 
feries  of  eternity. 

Let  the  time  pad  of  our  lives  therefore 
fuffice  us  to  have  wrought  the  will  of  the 
Gentiles ;  and  to  have  indulged  the  fen- 
fual  inclinations  of  our  hearts.  And  let 
us  fo  number  the  days  that  are  yet  to  come, 
BS  to  apply  our  thoughts  unto  true  wif- 

C  2  dom  ; 
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dom  ;— to  that  wifdom  which  is  from 
above,  and  which  feeks  the  things  that 
are  above.  Things  that  will  endure,  when 
weeks,  months,  and  years  fhall  be  no 
more  ;  but  things  that  are  fitted  to  make 
us  happy,  who  fhall  likewife  furvive  the 
ruins  of  time.  To  the  enjoyment  of  which 
things — even  a  glorious  inheritance  re- 
ferved  in  Heaven  for  us.  GOD,  of  his  in 
finite  mercy,  bring  us  all,  through  JESUS 
CHRIST  our  LORD,  to  whom  with  the  FA 
THER,  and  the  HOLY  GHOST,  be  afcribed 
all  honour,  &c.  Amen. 


SER- 
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SERMON     II, 


LUKE  xvii.— Ver.  21. 

BEHOLD,    THE  KINGDOM  OF  GOD  IS  WITH 
IN  YOU. 


I 


T  is  manifeftly  of  the  utmoft  impor 
tance,  that  every  Chriftian  be  well  inftru<5l- 
ed,  and  firmly  fettled  in  the  Faith  :  that  he 
be  fully  perfuaded,  and  thoroughly  con 
vinced,  by  good  arguments,  of  the  truth 
and  Authority  of  the  Gofpel.  Anci  good 
arguments  indeed  there  are,  drawn  both 
C  4  from 
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from   its  Internal  and  external    charafter 
which  prove  it  to  be  truly  derived  from 
GOD.     Of  all  the  various  proofs  that  might 
be  urged,  I  fhall  at  prefent  infift  only  on 
one ;  but  that  fuch  an  one  as  every  Man, 
who  impartially  confults  the  dictates  of  his 
own  heart,   muft  acknowledge  at  once  to 
be  fufficiently  plain,  and  at  the  fame  time 
fufficiently  conclufive. 

We  have  been,  fomehow,  fo  much  ac" 
cuftomed  to  feek  abtoad,  in  outward  tefti- 
monies,  for  the  proofs  and  evidences  of 
Chriftianity,  that  we  have  never  properly 
attended  to  that  flrongeft  proof  of  all, 
which  exifls  at  home,  in  our  inward  per 
ceptions.  The  text  is  adapted  to  corre6t 
this  miftake ;  arid  to  put  us  upon  a  right 
inquiry.  It  afTures  us,  that c<  the  Kingdom 
of  God,"  or,  as  I  confider  it,  "  the  Truth 
of  the  Gofpel,"  is  to  be  difcovered  "  with 
in 
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in  us."  And  this  difcovery  it  exhorts  us 
alfo  to  "  behold" — to  obferve  and  take  no 
tice  of  ;  as  a  thing  that  is  of  infinite  weight 
and  moment :  conducive  to  our-happinefs 
in  feveral  refpe£ts. 

Bat  before  I  come  to  difcufs  this  point, 
it  may  be  of  ufe  to  obferve,  that  the  doc 
trine  of  the  text  is  founded  on  a  certain, 
maxim,  fo  plain  and  perfpicuous  in  itfelf, 
as  to  be  here  taken  for   granted.      The 
maxim  I  mean  is  this. — "  That  the  percep 
tions  of  human  nature  are  exactly  corref- 
pondent  with  the  declarations  of  fcripture : 
and  that  confequently  they  bear  mutual 
teftimony  to  each  other."     And  who,  that 
examines  the  contents  of  the  Gofpel,  and 
compares  them  with  the  fentiments  of  his 
own  mind,    can  ever  doubt  the  truth  of 
this  maxim  ?  When  we  make  the  compari- 
fon,  it  obtrudes  itfelf  upon  us  ;  and  forces 

us 
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us  to  acknowledge  its  truth  and  reality. 
No  echo  can  aafwer  more  clearly  to  the 
voice  that  raifes  it,  than  the  fentiments  of 
our  hearts  anfwer  to  what  the  Gofpel  prea 
ches  to  us.  And  this  I  fhall  novvr  endea 
vour  to  fhew  to  be  the  fliorteft  and  fureft 
of  all  methods  to  difcover  and  afcertain  the 
truth  of  the  Gofpel. 

The  two  principal  doctrines  of  the  Gof 
pel  are  thofe  which  relate  to  our  Fa//9  and 
our  Redemption.  By  the  do6trine  of  the 
Fall  we  are  reprefented  as  depraved  and 
fin ful  creature's  ;  ftrangely  difordered  in 
our  faculties  and  affe&ions  ;  miferably  ali 
enated  from  God  and  goodriefs  ;  and  per- 
verfely  inclined  to  vice  and  immorality. 

Need  we  any  book,  but  the  book  of  our 
own  hearts  ;  need  we  any  teftimony,  but 
the  teftimony  of  our  own  confciences,  to 
be  convinced  of  the  truth  of  this  do6trine  ? 

When 
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When  we  look  into  ourfelves,  and  calm 
ly  attend  to  what  paffes  within  us  ;  do  we 
not  find,  do  we  not  feel,  that  we  are  all 
great  and  grievous  fmners,  hurried  on  by 
unruly  paffions,  and  betrayed  into  ruin  by 
corrupt  appetites  ?  And  what  now  is  the 
language  of  this  fad  diforder  we  feel 
within  :  Does  it  noi:  plainly  tell  us,  not 
in  the  found  of  words,  but  by  the  lefs  am 
biguous  voice  of  Nature,  that  we  are  all 
fallen  creatures  : — funk  far  below  that  up 
right  ftate,  in  which  a  good  and  gracious 
GOD  muft  have  originally  created  us  ? 

And  yet,  even  in  this  finful,  difordered 
ftate,  have  we  not  a  certain  diflike  to  our  vices 
— a  certain  abhorrence  of  wicked  aftions  ? 
Nay,  have  we  not  innate,  love  for  virtue 
and  goodnefs — a  lively  fenfe  of  their  being 
proper  for  us  ?  Are  we  not  afhamed,  when 
we  aft  unworthy  of  ourfelves— and  glad, 

when 
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when  we  appear  to  have  good  qualities  ? 
What  then  is  this  contrariety  we  feel  — 
this  pronenefs  to  ill,  and  this  ftruggle 
againft  it  ?  What  is  it  !  but  the  voice  of 
our  Nature  proclaiming  again,  in  the  mod 
expreffive  manner,  that  we  are  redeemed 
creatures  :  "  that  there  is  in  us  an  inward 
"  Redeemer,  a  light  of  the  mind,  a  feed 
of  goodnefs,  an  inftinft  to  virtue  —  mer 
cifully  given  us  by  our  heavenly  Father 
upon  the  fall,  to  be  the  foundation  of 
our  future  recovery." 


What  then  does  the  Gofpel  fay  to  us 
of  the  fall  of  man,  that  our  hearts  do  not 
alfo  fay  ?  Or  what  does  it  fay  to  us  of  our 
redemption,  that  is  not  alfo  faid  to  us  by 
the  ftate  of  our  own  fouls  ?  For,  if  we 
were  not  fallen,  how  could  we  labour  un 
der  fo  much  corruption  ?  And  if  we  were 
not  redeemed,  how  could  we  feel  a  diflike 

of 
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of  fin  ?  How  could  we  obtain  an  inclina 
tion  to  goodnefs,  and  a  defire  of  appear 
ing  virtuous  ? — For,  what  elfe  is  this  de- 
fire  of  goodnefs,  but  a  certain  inward 
principle  that  has  begun  our  redemption, 
and"  is  labouring  to  carry  it  on  ? 

To  render  this  labour  effectual  is  the 
whole  defign  of  the  Chriftian  religion. 
All  its  do£trines,  all  its  precepts,  and  all 
its  inftitutions,  have  an  immediate  rela 
tion,  and  direct  tendency,  to  this  end — a 
direct  tendency  to  fupprefs  and  eradicate 
the  evil  of  oar  nature,  and  to  ftrengthen 
and  improve  the  good  that  is  in  us,  till  it 
finally  become  triumphant. 

The  truth  of  this  will  evidently  appear 
by  a  brief  confideration  of  particulars. 

Of  the  two  pofitive  inftitutions  of  Reli 
gion,  the  fir  ft,  that  is,  Baptifm,  admits  us 

into 
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Into  the  Chriftian  church  ;  and  endows  u$ 
with  fuch  means,  as  may  enable  us  to  cor 
rect  our  original  depravity  ;  and  to  go  on 
advancing  in  virtue  and  goodnefs. 

And  if,  in  confequence  of  the  privileges 
which  Baptifm  confers  upon  us,  we  are 
careful  to  perform  the  obligations  of  it, 
we  lhall  perceive  our  nature  continually 
growing  more  improved  ;  and  our  good 
difpofitions  becoming  of  courfe  more 
ftrenglhened  and  confirmed. 

But  fince  the  very  belt  of  us,  in  this 
frail  ftate,  cannot  with  all  our  care,  keep 
ourfelves  clear  of  all  offences ;  therefore 
the  other  inftitution,  the  Sacrament  of  the 
Lord's  Supper •,  was  appointed  and  ordained 
as  the  means  of  reconciling  us  again,  on 
our  fincere  repentance,  to  our  offended 
Father ;  and  of  obtaining  from  him  far 
ther 
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ther  fupplies  of  his  heavenly  grace,  to  in 
vigorate  our  powers  for  better  fervices. 
And  when  we  duly  and  devoutly  partake 
of  this  Sacrament,  do  we  not  find  our  dif- 
pofitions  meliorated — our  love  of  GOD  and 
goodnefs  increafed — and  ourfelves,  in  con- 
fequence,  carried  on  with  more  ardent 
zeal  towards  every  thing  virtuous  and 
praife-worthy  ? 

How  fuitable  then  are  thefe  infti  tut  Ions 
to  the  frame  of  our  nature,  and  the  exi 
gencies  of  our  condition  ?  And  who  could 
apply  them  with  fuch  effe6t  to  the  benefit 
and  improvement  of  man,  but  "  He  who 
"  knew  what  was  in  Man,"  and  by  what 
means  he  was  to  be  raifed  and  perfected  ? 

To  help  us  forwards  in  the  way  of  per- 
fe£lion,  the  precepts  of  the  Gofpel  come 
next  to  our  affiflance,  and  offer  themfelves 

as 
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as  our  guides.  Thofe  which  are  negative, 
forbidding  evil,  plainly  (hew  us  all  the 
vices  we  lliould  ftrive  to  avoid  ;  and  thofe 
which  are  affirmative^  dire6ling  to  good, 
point  out  to  us  the  virtues  we  flhould  la 
bour  to  attain. 

If  we  compare  thefe  precepts  with  the 
dictates  of  our  moral fenfe,  how  conforma 
ble  are  they  to  each  other  ?  and  how  juft  it 
is  to  conclude,  that  He  who  planted  in  us 
that  moral  fenfe  muft.  be  like  wife  the 
author  of  thofe  moral  precepts. 

The  fentiments  of  Human  Nature  and 
the  precepts  of  religion  fpeak  exactly  the 
fame  language  ;  and  both,  the  language 
of  GOD.  For  \vhat  does  the  Gofpel  for 
bid,  but  what  reafon  tells  us  is  wrong  to 
be  done  ?  Or,  what  does  the  Gofpel  en 
join,  but  what  reafon  always  recommends 

to 
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to  our  practice  ?  And  "when  we  ftri£tty 
follow  thefe  Gofpel  rules — when  we  are 
fludious  to  avoid  evil,  and  zealous  in  the 
performance  of  good .  works,  do  we  not 
find  ourfelves  improved  accordingly,  and 
dignified  by  the  approbation  of  our  own 
minds  ? 

But  thefe  precepts,  however  reafonable, 
are  not  of  themfelves  always  fufficient  to 
engage  and  fecure  our  obfervance  :  they 
(land  in  need  of  proper  fancJions,  to  give 
them  weight,  force,  and  authority.  Such 
fanctions  therefore  the  declarations  of  the 
Gofpel  exhibit  to  us — >by  fhewing  us  the 
happy  or  miferable  confequences,  that  re- 
fpe£tively  attend  our  good  or  evil  ac 
tions,  through  the  courfe,  of  time,  and 
through  the  ages  of  eternity.  And  thefe 
confequences  we  may  obferve,  though  they 
feem  to  flow  from  the  conftitution  of  Na- 

D  ture, 
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ture,  are  yet  always  fet  before  us,  either 
by  way  of  rewards  propofed,  or  punijh- 
nients  denounced,  rather  than  as  fimple 
prediEiions^  that  they  might  fink  deeper 
into  our  minds,  and  have  more  influence 
on  our  practice. 

With  refpeft  to  this  world,  the  Scrip 
ture  exprefsly  affirms,  that  "  peace  and 
"  happinefs  will  be  our  certain  lot,  as 
"  long  as  we  are  followers  of  that  which 
"  is  good  ;"  but,  if  we  deviate  into  the 
paths  of  wickednefs,  the  fame  Scripture 
poiltively  declares  that  "  pain  and  for- 
"  row,  diflrefs  and  anguifh,  mifery  and 
"  unhappinefs,  will,  fooner  or  later,  be 
**  fure  to  overtake  us."  And  does  not  the 
conftitution  of  Nature,  and  our  own  ex 
perience  of  its  operations,  vouch  for  the 
truth  of  this  declaration  ?  A  declaration 
that  could  be  afcertained  by  none,  but  by 
Him  alone  who  created  man ;  and  who, 

from 
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from  the  beginning  determined,  how  dif 
ferently  he  fhould  be  affefted  in  different 
circumftances. 

Thefe  different  affeftions  we  accordingly 
feel.  We  have  always  in  our  minds  a 
fenfe  of  happinefs  when  we  act  aright; 
and  a  fenfe  of  mifery  when  we  behave 
wickedly.  And  thefe  different  fenfations, 
were  we  to  continue  for  ever  in  this  world, 
would  alfo  for  ever  attend  us,  according 
to  our  different  condu6l.  And  fmce  this 
world  and  the  next  are  confeffedly  but 
two  parts  of  one  uniform  moral  fyftem, 
does  not  reafon  ftrongly  fuggeft,  that  thofe 
actions,  habits,  and  difpofitions,  which 
contributed  to  our  happinefs  or  mifery  in 
the  prefent  life,  will  neceffarily  be  attended 
with  fimilar  effefts  in  the  life  which  is  to 
come?  and  that  we  fhall  therefore  be 
D  2  eternally 
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eternally  wretched  or  otherwife,  as  we  have 
been  temporally  good  or  bad  ? 

Now,  what  Reafon  fuggefts,  the  Gofpel 
confirms.  For,  it  plainly  afferts,  that  in 
a  future  ftate,  "  every  one  will  be  fen- 
46  tenced  to  receive  the  things  done  in  his 
"  body,  according  to  that  he  hath  done, 
"  whether  it  be  good  or  evil;"  and  that, 
in  confequence  of  this  fentence,  "  the 
"wicked  fhall  go  away  into  everlafting 
"  punifhment,  but  the  righteous  into  life 
"  eternal." 

Thefe  are  the  fanftions  that  urge  our 
obfervance  of  the  divine  laws  :  and  if  thefe 
fanftions  fail  of  their  effeft,  nothing  fur 
ther  remains  to  be  offered.  For,  higher 
motives  cannot  be  propofed  to  the  under- 
ftanding  of  man,  than  thofe  which  refult 
from  the  awful  confideration  of  endlefs 

tor- 
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torments  and  of  life  eternal  — Here  there 
fore  revelation  clofes ;  and  leaves  us  to 
make  our  choice. 

Now,  whilfl  we  have  it  in  our  power  to 
choofe,  we  cannot  furely  but  choofe  life. 
But,  if  we  are  earned  in  this  choice,  let  us 
be  careful  to  remember,  that  *6  if  we 
"  would  enter  into  life,  we  muft  keep  the 
"  commandments" — muft  obferve  and  obey 
the  rules  of  the  Gofpel :  rules,  which  our 
SAVIOUR  has  kindly  given  us  for  our  gui 
dance  and  direction — rules,  which  He  has 
gracioufly  exemplified  for  our  ufe  and  en 
couragement. 

But  to  become,  as  we  ought,  truly  ob- 
fervant  of  thefe  rules,  and  faithful  to  the 
calls  of  duty,  we  muft  previoufly  be  en 
dowed  with  a  love  to  GOD,  and  a  liking 
to  virtue  and  goodnefs.  For  we  can  never 

D  3  ha- 
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habitually  aft  well,  unlefs  we  are  habitu 
ally  well  difpofed.  Now,  to  improve  in  us 
thefe  neceflary  good  difpofitions — to  in~ 
fpire  our  hearts  with  divine  love ;  to  in 
cline  our  affeftions  to  true  piety ;  and  to 
quicken  our  power  in  the  exercife  of  it ; 
is  the  great  end,  as  I  have  already  ob» 
ferved,  and  the  fole  aim  of  thofe  religious 
fervices,  which  the  Gofpel  fo  ftrenuoufly 
recommends  to  our  own  ufe.  For  thofe 
ferviges  were  purpofely  eftablifhed,  "  that 
"  we  might  profit  thereby.'*  And  admi-. 
rably  are  they  adapted,  if  duly  performed, 
to  become  profitable  to  us : — to  be  the 
means  of  making  us  "  holy,  harmlefs,  un« 
defiled,  feparate  from  finners,  and  at  laft 
partakers  of  the  kingdom  of  Heaven/* 

As  therefore  we  value  thefe  virtuous  en* 
dowments,  and  wifh  to  attain  thefe  hea 
venly  bkflings,  let  us  always  be  careful 

to 
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to  "  give  diligent  attendance,  to  reading," 
to  inftrudlion,  to  prayer,  to  meditation  ; 
and  all  the  ordinances  of  Religion  ;  more 
efpecially  to  the  devout  celebration  of  the 
holy  Sacrament — that  moft  exalted,  moft 
divine,  moft  heart-enlivening  portion  of 
all  Chriftan  worfhip. 

To  negle£t,  as  is  cuftomary  with  too 
many — to  negledt  thefe  facred  ordinances, 
is,  alas  !  to  negle6t  our  own  good.  It  is, 
oh  dreadful  confideration  !  it  is,  to  de 
prive  ourfelves  of  "  the  means  of  grace," 
and  to  extinguifh  in  ourfelves  "  the  hope 
"  of  glory," — For  what  hope  can  we  have 
of  attaining  at  laft  "  the  end  of  our  cal- 
"  ling  ;  the  falvation  of  our  fouls  ;"  if  we 
prefumptuoufly  defpife  thofe  very  means, 
which  GOD  has  appointed  for  the  attain 
ment  of  it  ?  He,  who  created  us  in  a 
(late  of  innocence,  and  who  had  compaf- 

D  4  fion 
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fion  upon  us  when  we  corrupted  ourfelves, 
bed  knew  the  method  that  would  infure 
our  recovery.  That  method  is  comprifed 
in  the  eftablifhed  ordinances  of  Religion. 
Which  ordinances,  faithfully  obferved, 
will  enable  us,  partly  by  their  natural  fit- 
nefs,  and  partly  by  fupernatural  grace  an 
nexed,  to  corre6t  the  perverfenefs  of  our 
evil  difpofitions,  and'  to  improve  in  the 
virtues  of  a  holy  life. 

If  tliQ  world  and  its  temptations  Ihould 
affault  our  integrity,  and  labour  to  feduce 
us  from  the  right  path  ;  let  us  look  for 
ward  to  the  iflue  of  things — to  thofe  eter 
nal  rewards  and  punifhments,  that  finally 
await  us  in  another  flate.  They  are 
more  than  fufficient  to  outweigh  all  other 
confiderations.  For  what  has  the  world 
to  offer,  either  in  terrours  or  in  allure 
ments,  that  is  worthy  to  be  compared 

with 
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with  thofe  joys  and  torments ;  which 
heaven  and  hell  prefent  to  our  view  ? 
And  what  folly  is  it,  to  be  influenced  by 
the  light,  the  tranfient  occurences  of  time, 
in  preference  to  the  momentous,  the  ever- 
lading  concerns  of  eternity  ? 

The  fum  of  the  whole  is  this — We  have 
a  revealed  religion  propofed  for  our  ac 
ceptance,  to  whofe  truth  and  divine  au 
thority  our  own  hearts  and  confciences 
bear  ample  teftimony.  The  great  defign 
of  this  religion  is,  to  correct  what  is  wrong, 
and  to  improve  what  is  right,  in  our  na 
ture  :  its  great  defign  is,  to  make  us  virtu 
ous  and  holy  in  this  life,  that  we  may  be 
eternally  happy  in  the  other.  With  this 
view  it  lays  before  us  juft  and  perfeft  rules 
of  conduct ;  which  it  enjoins  us  carefully 
to  obferve.  To  difpofe  us  the  better  to 
ebferve  them,  it  prefcribes  to  our  ufe  cer- 
2  tain 
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tain  ordinances,  adapted  to  fupprefs  our 
carnal  inclinations,  and  to  raife  our  affec 
tions  to  fpiritual  things.  And  to  engage 
us  the  more  firmly  to  cultivate  in  ourfelves 
thefe  good  difpofitions,  as  well  as  to  prac- 
tife  the  duties  of  our  ftations,  it  opens  a 
profpeft  into  the  other  world,  and  fets  be 
fore  us  the  glorious  rewards  annexed  to 
virtue,  and  the  dreadful  puniftiments  ad 
judged  to  vice  :  rewards  arid  puniflunents 
that  will  laft  for  ever. 

Having  then,  my  dearly  beloved,  fuch 
view  of  things  before  our  eyes ;  having 
fuch  promifes  of  happinefs  on  the  one 
hand,  and  fuch  denunciations  of  mifery  on 
the  other  ;  how  much  does  it  concern  us, 
in  point  of  wifdom,  in  point  of  duty,  in 
point  of  intereft,  to  attend  diligently  to  the 
voice  of  Religion !  and,  in  obedience  to  its 

precepts 
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precepts,  to  cleanfe  ourfelves  from  all  fil- 
thinefs  of  flefh  and  fpirit — from  all  impu 
rities  of  life,  and  from  every  fenfual  affec 
tion,  "  perfecting  holinefs  in  the  fear  of 
GOD!" 


SERMON 


SEHMON  III. 


SERMON     III. 


MATTHEW  xi.— 2,  3. 

NOW  WHEN  JOHN  HAD  HEARD  IN  THE  PRISOKJ 
THE  WORKS  OF  CHRIST,  HE  SENT  TWO  OP 
HIS  DISCIPLES,  AND  SAID  UNTO  HIM,  ART 
THOU  HE  THAT  SHOULD  COME,  OR  Dp  WE 
LOOK  FOR  ANOTHER  ? 


•1VJL  Y  intention,  in  this  difcourfe,  is  not 
to  inculcate  any  particular  doctrine ;  but 
to  explain  to  you  at  large  that  portion  of 
Scripture,  which  was  juft  now  read  for 
the  Gofpel  of  the  day  ;  a  portion  of  Scrip 
ture  that  juftly  merits  a  very  full  and  cri 
tical 
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tical  examination ;  as  it  has  been  often 
varioufly,  but  mod  egregioufly  ill-inter 
preted,  not  only  to  the  detriment  of  the 
fenfe,  but  alfo  to  th$  difparagement  of 
the  Baptifl's  character. 

From,  the  queftion  here  propofed — Art 
thou  he  that  fhould  come,  or  do  \ve  look 
for  another  ? — fome  of  our  commentators 
have  inferred,  that  JOHN  the  BAPTIST,  at 
this  time,  greatly  doubted  whether  JESUS 
was  indeed  the  promifed  MESSIAH  ;  an 
inference  in  no  wife  countenanced  by  the 
text.  For  furely  He,  who  bore  fuch  am 
ple  and  repeated  teftimonies  to  the  bleffed 
JESUS — whofaiv  the  Spirit  defcending  upon 
him— -who  heard  him  proclaimed  from 
Heaven  the  Son  of  GOD — who  himfelf 
pointed  to  him  as  the  lamb  of  GOD  that 
taketh  away  the  fins  of  the  world — and 
who  earneftly  exhorted  all  the  people  to  be 
lieve 
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lieve  in  him,  and  to  obey  him  :  He,  I  fay, 
who,  through  the  courfe  of  his  miniftry, 
made  fuch  open  and  folemn  declarations 
in  favour  of  CHRIST,  can  never  be  fup- 
pofed  to  doubt  at  laft,  of  his  being  the 
perfon  that  was  to  come,- — that  is,  the  long 
expedited  MESSIAH. 

Hence  then,  others  have  concluded,  that 
the  Baptift  did  not  fend  this  meflage  on  his 
own  account,  but  purely  for  the  fake  and 
convi6lion  of  his  difciples  : — with  a  view 
to  fet  them  right  in  their  notions  ;  and  to 
confirm  them  in  the  belief  of  JESUS  being 
the  true  MESSIAH.  But  this  conclufion  is 
alfo  wrong.  For  the  anfwer  here  given, 
being  dire6led  to  JOHN  himfelf,  plainly 
ihews,  that  He,  and  not  his  difciples,  was 
chiefly  concerned  in  the  inquiry, 

E  Ac- 
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Accordingly,  others  again  have  ima* 
gined,  that  the  whole  is  the  Baptift's  own 
tranfa£tion ;  who,  being  now,  they  fup- 
pofe,  deprefTed  in  mind,  and  impatient  of 
confinement,  fent  this  meffage  to  our  SA 
VIOUR  in  a  fallen  mood,  as  thinking  him- 
felf  overlooked  and  negle6ted.  For  thus 
they  interpret  the  words.  "  If  thou  art 
"  the  CHRIST,"  one  of  whofe  characters  it 
is,  "  to  proclaim  liberty  to  the  captives, 
"  and  the  opening  of  the  prifon  to  them 
"  that  are  bound  ;  how  is  it,  that  I,  who 
"  prepared  thy  way  before  thee,  am  now 
"  fuffered  to  lie  thus  ufelefs  in  prifon  ;  and 
46  not  rather  releafed,  even  by  a  miracle, 
"  to  be  further  aflifting  in  the  propaga- 
"  tion  of  Religion  ?"  But  this  interpre 
tation  alfo,  is  as  far  diftant  from  the  truth 
of  the  cafe,  as  it  is  difcordant  from  the 
Baptift's  conduft. 

The 
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The  condud  of  the  Baptift  was  always 
fedate  ;  and  all  his  proceedings  were  ever 
conformable  to  the  ftate  and  condition  of 
things.  The  mefTage  which  he  now  fent 
to  CHRIST,  was  founded  on  a  peculiar  cir- 
cumftance  :  and,  however  it  may  found  at 
firft  hearing,  was  certainly  meant,  not  to 
bring  our  SAVIOUR'S  title  into  doubt ;  but 
to  fet  it  in  a  clear  and  proper  light.  The 
ground  of  the  Baptift' s  queftion  lay  in 
this. — He  had  received  a  revelation  from 
Heaven,  which  allured  him,  that  "  upon 
44  whom  he  ttiouldfee  the  Spirit  defcending, 
"  and  remaining  upon  him,  the  fame  is  he 
"  who  is  the  fon  of  GOD,  and  the  promifed 
"  MESSIAH." 

Now,  JOHN  faw  the  Spirit  defcending  upon 

our  SAVIOUR  ;  and  accordingly  teftified  of 

him.     But  whether  the  Spirit  ftill  remained 

with  him,  and  ever  ^efided  upon  him  : — 

E  2  This 
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This  was  a  point,  which  the  Baptift,  be 
ing  always  abfentj  could  not  determine. 
And  yet,  it  was  the  very  point,  of  which 
it  concerned  ^him,  for  the  completion  of 
his  teftimony,  to  be  well  afcertained.  And 
the  mefiage,  in  reality,  was  nothing  more 
than  a  requefl  to  be  fatisfied  in  this  par 
ticular. 

The  power  of  working  miracles  the 
Baptift  readily  allowed  to  be  a  full  and 
clear  manifeftation  of  the  Spirit. — But 
fuch  a  power  he  himfelf  had  never  feen 
exercifed  by  our  SAVIOUR.  When,  there 
fore^  he  had  heard  in  the  prifon  of  fome 
miraculous  works  being  done  by  CHRIST  ; 
as  he  could  not  go  himfelf  to  be  certified 
of  them,  he  lent  two  of  his  difciples,  as 
legal  witneffes  of  what  might  happen  ;  and 
by  them  faid  unto  JESUS — "  Art  thou  he 
"  that  Ihould  come,  or  do  we  look  for 
5  another?'* 
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another?"  that  is,  in  other  words,  and  in 
the  Baptift's  own  language,  I  faw  the  Spi 
rit  defcending  upon  thee — but,  Art  thou 
lie  upon  whom  the  Spirit  was  continually 
to  remain  ?  And  canfl  thou,  by  working 
miracles,  make  it  vifible  to  the  world,  that 
he  ftill  remaineth  on  thee  ?  That  this  is 
the  true  fenfe  and  meaning  of  the  queftion, 
is  evident  from  the  account  that  immedi 
ately  follows :  For  thus  the  Evangelirt 
proceeds— "  And  in  that  fame  hour- — in 
"  the  very  hour  that  the  queftion  was  put 
46  to  him,  JESUS  cured  many  of  their  in-. 
"  firmities  and  plagues,  and  of  evil  ipirits  ; 
"  and  unto  many  that  were  blind  he  gave 
"  fight."  Then  faid  he  unto  the  mefTen- 
gers,  '<  Go  your  way,  and  tell  JOHN  what 
"  things  ye  have  feen  and  heard — how  that 
"  the  blind  fee,  the  lame  walk,  the  lepers 
^  are  cleanfed,  the  deaf  hear,  the  dead 
E  3  "  am 
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66  are  raifed,  and  to  the  poor  the  Gofpel 
V  is  preached/' 

From  thefe  miracles  which  the  mefTen- 
gers  had  feen,  and  which  they  afterwards 
faithfully  related,  the  baptift  could  not  but 
conclude,  that  the  Spirit  ftill  remained  up 
on  CHRIST,  and  that  confequently  he  was 
the  true  Meffiah — the  real  Perfou  that  was 
to  come — nor  were  they  to  look  for  ano 
ther.  For  the  miracles  performed  by  our 
SAVIOUR,  are  both  for  their  number  and 
quality,  fo  peculiar  to  the  MESSIAH,  that 
they  cannot  be  attributed  to  any  other  per- 
fon.  JOHN,  being  thus  convinced,  that 
JESUS  was  the  perfon  foretold  by  the  Pro 
phets,  he  now  began,  it  feems,  to  infufe 
into  his  difciples  the  lame  opinion — to  re 
commend  him  to  their  acknowledgment 
as  the  redeemer  of  Ifrael— and  to  perfwade 
them  to  adopf  him  as  their  proper  and 
5  rightful 
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rightful  mafter.  This  exhortation  had  its 
due  and  full  effe6l  upon  them.  For  we 
find,  that,  after  the  Baptift's  death,  his 
difciples  came  to  JESUS;  followed  him; 
and  continued  their  attendance  upon  him. 

In  this  light  the  whole  tranfaclion  ap 
pears  natural,  reafonable,  and  intereft- 
ing— what  the  circumftances  of  things  led 
JOHN  to  dor — and  what  when  done,  ulti 
mately  contributed  to  a  glorious  pur- 
pofe — to  the  confirmation  of  our  SAVIOUR'S 
divine  million,  and  to  the  furtherance  and 
advancement  of  his  Gofpel  in  the  world. 

But  notwithftanding  the  weight  and  va 
lidity  of  this  additional  and  final  teftimony, 
which  theBaptiftgave  infavour  of  CHRIST; 
yet  was  it  neceffary  to  obviate  fome  preju 
dices,  which  the  populace  might  entertain 
againft  it.  Accordingly  \ve  read,  that, 
E  4  \yhen, 
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when  the  meffengers  of  JOHN  were  depart 
ed,  JESUS  began  to  fpeak  unto  the  people 
concerning  JOHN,  and  concerning,  what 
might  appear  to  them,  the  feeming  varia- 
blenefs  of  his  conduit.  The  whole  dif- 
courfe,  in  connexion  with  what  went  be 
fore,  may  be  thus  paraphrafed.  "  You 
went  unto  JOHN  feme  time  ago  ;  and  he 
bare  cxprefs  witnefs  that  I  was  the  true 
MESSIAH. — You  have  heard  the  meffage 
which  he  fent  now — and  what  would  you 
deduce  from  thence  ?"  Seems  he  to  be 
."  a  reed  fhaken  by  the  wind-  '  a  man 
wavering  in  his  teftimony,  and  unftable  in 
his  opinion  ?  No.  You  will  find  him  uni 
formly  ileady  and  conftant  unto  the  end. 
Or,  think  you  that  he  flattered  me  like 
a  courtier,  in  hopes  of  being  advanced 
to  fuperior  eminence  in  my  luppofed 
temporal  kingdom  ?  That  you  cannot 
think  :  for  the  aufterity  of  his  life,  fp  con 
trary 
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trary  to  the  foftnefs  of  a  court,  is  an  evi 
dent  proof,  that  he  had  no  view  to,  nor 
any  regard  for,  the  honours,  profits  and 
pleasures  of  the  world — and  as  plain  a 
proof,  that  my  kingdom,  for  which  he 
prepared  you,  is  not  likewife  of  this  world. 
What  then  are  you  to  conclude  ?  that  he  is 
a  PROPHET  ?  yea  ;  and  a  greater  PROPHET 
than  any  that  went  before  him.  For  they 
prophefied  only  of  my  coming  ;  but  he 
pointed  me  out  as  already  come — for  of  me 
he  faid,  "  behold  the  LAMB  of  GOD."  But 
neverthelefs,  tho'  among  them  that  are 
born  of  women,  there  hath  not  arifen  a 
greater  PROPHET  than  JOHN  the  Baptift; 
yet  be  affured,  that  he  who  is  born  of  the 
Spirit,  and  duly  inftru6led  in  the  Gofpel- 
Dodtrine,  is  far  greater  than  he — knows 
feveral  important  truths,  of  which  JOHN 
could  have  no  conception  ;  and  is  enabled 

tQ 
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to  reach  thofe  fublimer  virtues,  for  which 
JOHN  was  not  fully  qualified. 

How  clearly  does  this  declaration  afTert 
the  fuperiority  of  the  Chriftian  Religion 
over  both  the  Religion  of  Nature  and  the 
Jewifh  difpenfation  ?  And  how  forcibly 
fhould  it  engage  both  Jews  and  infidels 
to  examine  with  candour  the  merits  of 
this  Religion  ;  and  to  yield  it  that  aflent 
and  reverence,  which  its  explored  excel 
lence  juftly  claims  ?  For  fore  will  be  their 
condemnation,  if,  when  light  is  come 
into  the  world,  men  flill  love  to  continue 
in  darknefs,  and  to  fhut  their  eyes  againft 
that  light.  And  juft  will  it  be  too.  For 
they  would  never  act  in  fo  perverfe  a  man 
ner,  u  unlefs  their  deeds  were  evil." 

With  refpe£l  to  ourfelves,  who  acknow 
ledge  the  excellency  of  this  Religion,  and 

pro- 
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profefs  it  in  its  genuine  purity  ;  our  great 
care  and  concern  fhould  be,  that  the  up- 
rightnefs  of  our  lives  may  bear  proportion 
to  the  equity  of  its  precrpts  ;  and  our  piety 
may  be  anfwerable  to  the  fublimity  of  its 
doctrines.  Our  great  care  fhould  be,  to 
"  add  to  our  faith  virtue ;  and  to  adorn 
*'  the  doftrine  of  GOD  our  SAVIOUR  in  all 
"  things."  Our  great  care  fhould  be,  to 
"  make  our  light  fo  fhine  before  men,  that 
"  they  may  fee  our  good  works  ;"  and  ad 
miring  their  luftre,  may  be  induced  to 
perform  the  fame.  And  the  more  ef 
fectually  to  attain  this  glorious  end,  let 
it  be  our  greateft  care  daily  to  fupplicate 
our  heavenly  Father,  that  he  would 
"  graft  in  our  hearts  the  love  of  his  name, 
6t>  increafe  in  us  true  Religion,  nourilh  us 
"  with  all  goodnefs,  and  of  his  great  mercy 
*c  keep  us  in  the  fame,  through  JESU& 
"  CHRIST  our  Lord." — To  whom,  &c. 

SE  R- 
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PROVERBS  L— 20. 


WISDOM  CRIETH  WITHOUT  t    SHE  UTTEKETH 
HER  VOICE  IN  THE  STREETS. 


VV  HEN  we  refle£t  with  ourfelves  of 
what  great  importance  Religion  is  to  the 
happinefs  of  mankind,  and  how  highly 
it  concerns  all  its  profefTors  to  be  zealous 
and  diligent  in  the  practice  of  it ;  anxious 
for  our  own  welfare,  we  may  wifh  per 
haps,  that  it  had  pleafed  the  Almighty 

to 
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to  imprefs  upon  our  minds  a  more  lively 
fenfe  of  its  weighty  obligations  ;  and  to 
fix  us,  by  fome  means,  in  a  more  fteady 
courfe  of  obedience  to  its  delates  : — that 
it  had  pleafed  him,  for  example,  to  ap 
point  thefe  material  obje£ls,  which  fur- 
round  us,  as  kind  remembrancers  of  our 
fpiritual  concerns ;  and  fo  to  order  the 
occurrences  of  life,  that,  whilft  we  are  paf- 
fmg  through  things  temporal,  we  might 
conftantly  be  reminded  of  the  things  that 
are  eternal.  For,  having  then — fuch  a 
crowd  of  monitors  perpetually  about  us, 
pointing  to  us  our  duty,  and  urging  us  to 
perform  it,  at  every  turn  ; — we  may  be  led 
to  imagine,  that  we  ihould  be  no  longer 
fubjeft  to  our  prefent  irregularities;  but, 
dire£ting  our  courfe  to  a  proper  end, 
fhould  proceed  invariably  in  the  ways  of 
righteoufnefs,  and  daily  advance  in  piety 
and  virtue. 

But 
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But,  alas  !  how  deceitful  are  thefe  ima 
ginations  !  fince  the  truth  is,  that  the  very 
expedient  we  propofe,  how  little  foever  we 
may  profit  by  it,  is  actually  employed  by 
our  gracious  Creator,  to  the  great  pur- 
pofe  of  fpiritual  improvement.  As  we  are 
placed  in  this  world  to  be  trained  up  and 
difciplined  for  eternity,  fo  the  world  itfelf 
is  a  kind  of  fchool,  where  every  thing  that 
occurs  leads  to  wife  and  pious  reflections — 
reads  to  us  a  conftant  leifon  of  morality — 
and  exhorts  us  to  provide  for  our  future 
good.  For  doth  not  Wifdom  cry  without, 
and  utter  her  voice  in  the  fields,  and  in,  the 
ftreets  ?  Doth  not  every  objeft  we  meet, 
and  every  event  that  happens,  labour,  as 
it  were,  to  arreft  our  attention,  and  admi- 
nifter  counfel  to  our  wandering  hearts  ? 
Is  it  not  the  cry  of  all  Nature  to  the  fons 
of  men — "  How  long,  ye  fimple  ones,  will 
"  ye  love  fimplicity  ;  and,  ye  fcorners,  de- 

F  "  light 
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"  light  in  fcorning  ;  and  fools  hate  know- 
"  ledge  ?  Liften  in  time  to  the  voice  of 
"  reproof;  attend  fpeedily  to  the  checks 
which  Providence  has  placed  in  your 
giddy  courfe  ;  and  be  perfuaded  thereby 
to  fufpend  your  purfuits,  and  turn  your 
<c  feet  into  the  way  of  godlinefs." 

Whatever  irregularities  we  may  be  guilty 
of,  and  whatsoever  diforders  may  be  found 
in  our  conduit,  nothing  has  been  wanting 
on  GOD'S  part  to  make  us  wifer  and  better 
men.  That  mercy,  which  is  over  all  his 
works,  and  that  paternal  care  which  he 
exerts  over  the  creatures  of  his  hands,  is 
in  no  inftance  more  vifible,  than  in  the 
plentiful  provifion  he  has  gracioufly  made, 
both  for  the  dilcovery  of  his  facred  will, 
and  for  enforcing  conformity  to  it.  In 
all  the  feveral  adjuftments  of  his  wifdom 
at  the  creation  of  the  world,  and  in  all 

the 
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the  various  difpenfations  of  his  providence 
from  that  to  the  prefent  time,  He  has 
fhewn  throughout  a  manifeft  regard  to 
this  important  article.  For  he  has  made 
it,  as  it  fliould  feem,  his  peculiar  bufinefs 
to  addrefs  his  voice  to  the  children  of  men  ; 
— to  teach  and  dire6t  them-— to  admonifh 
and  exhort  thenv — and  all  with  this  view, 
that  they  might  live  well  and  virtuoufly 
here,  in  order  to  be  perfect  and  happy 
hereafter. 

This  He  has  done,  and  continues  to  do, 
by  all  imaginable  methods.  For  man  has 
not  more  capacities  for  receiving  the  reve 
lations  of  God,  than  the  means  are,  which 
GOD  makes  ufe  of,  to  reveal  himfelf  to 
him.  "  He  fpeaks  to  him  fleeping, 
46  and  he  fpeaks  to  him  waking.  He 
"  fpeaks  to  him  in  company,  and  he 
**  fpeaks  to  him  in  retirement.  He  fpeaks 

F  i  "  to 
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**  to  his  fenfes,  and  he   fpeaks  to  his  un- 

"  derftanding.     He  fpeaks  to  him  within, 

*'  and  he  fpeaks  to  him  without :  within* 

"  by  the  filent  dictates  of  reafon,  and  the 

"  fecret  whifpers  of  conference;  without, 

"  by  the  vifible  frame  and  order  of  the 

<fc  univerfe— by  the  Heavens,  which  declare 

"  the  glory  of  GOD,    and  by   the  Earth 

"  that  abounds  with  his  riches.  He  fpeaks 

"  to  him  alfo  by  the  courfe  of  human  af- 

"  fairs — t>y  the  hiftories  of  former  times, 

"  and  by  the  tranfa6lions  of  his  own.     He 

"  fpeaks  to  him  by  his  judgments,  and  by 

"  his   mercies— by  the    rewards  that   are 

"  conferred   on   good   men,   and  by   the 

"  punifhments    infli61:ed    on    the    wick- 

46  ed.     He  fpeaks  to  him  by  the  counfels 

"  and  admonitions  of  friends,  and  by  the 

"  reproaches  and  revilings  of  enemies.  He 

"fpeaks  to   him  by  every  good  book  he 

"  reads,    and  by  every  fermon   he  hears. 

"  Fi- 


S  E  R  M  O  N    IV.  69 

"  Finally,  he  fpeaks  to  him,  and  O  that 
"  he  would  attend  !* — he  fpeaks  to  him  in 
"  the  moft  emphatical  manner,  by  that 
"  exprefs  revelation  he  has  made  of  his 
"  will  in  the  holy  Scriptures :  by  MOSES, 
and  by  the  Prophets,  by  CHRIST,  and  by 
his  Apoftles  ;  by  the  Law,  and  by  the 
Gofpel," 


By  thefe,  and  many  other  ways,  does 
GOD  fpeak  and  addrefs  himfelf  to  man 
kind  :  and  whatever  he  fays  to  us  by  any 
of  thefe  ways,  we  fhould  diligently  weigh 
and  ponder  in  our  minds ; — especially 
what  is  faid  and  revealed  by  the  ministry 
of  the  Gofpel.  For  here  Wifdom  truly 
cries,  and  Uriderftanding  exerts  her  voice. 
Becaufe,  here  the  eternal  wifdpm  of  the 
Father,  the  divine  Logos  himfelf,  the  fe- 
cond  perfon  in  the  glorious  Trinity,  who 
is  the  great  luminary  of  the  intellectual 
F  world 
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world,  afTuming  our  nature,  and  becoming, 
as  it  were,  a  fenfible  light,  condefcends 
to  inftruft  us  after  the  manner  of  men  ; 
, — to  teach  us  our  duty  in  the  mod  fami 
liar  terms-— to  lead  us  to  the  performance 
of  it  by  his  own  example — and  to  encou 
rage  us  to  follow  him  by  the  moft  alluring 
rewards.  And  confidering  the  qualifica 
tions  of  this  great  inftruftor — his  ac 
quaintance  with  the  human  heart,  and 
the  propriety  of  his  applications— what 
fruit  might  we  not  expe6l  from  the  feed 
fown  by  fo  fkilful  an  hand  ?  But,  as  at 
the  firft,  the  cares  of  life — thofe  thorns 
lid  briers — choaked  the  word  in  fome, 
and  its  vain  pleafures — thofe  fowls  of  the 
air— devoured  it  up  in  others ;  even  fo  it 
is  now.  The  vanities  and  follies  of  every 
kind,  which  engaged  thofe  who  lived  be 
fore  us,  ftill  prevail,  through  our  own  ne 
gligence,  in  equal  degree  over  ourfelves— 

work 
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work  upon  our  affe&ions — and  bring  us 
into  captivity  to  the  law  of  fin.  We,  as 
well  as  they,  would  fain  indeed  excufe 
our  faults,  and  palliate  our  crimes  under 
the  cover  of  infirmities.  For  how  often 
do  we  hear  it  alleged,  that  the  world  is  fo 
fraught  with  temptations  on  every  fide, 
and  our  appetites  are  fo  eager  to  embrace 
them,  that  it  is  next  to  impofiible  to  main 
tain  our  ground,  and  keep  from  falling, 
in  fuch  circumftances  ?  But,  what  is  this 
in  effeft,  but  to  charge  GOD  foolifhly ; 
and  defend  our  own  wickednefs  at  the  ex- 
pence  of  divine  goodnefs,  and  certainly  at 
the  expence  of  truth  ?  For,  if  the  world  is 
adapted  to  work  upon  our  paffions,  is  it 
not  equally  adapted  to  work  upon  our  rea- 
fon  too  ?  If  it  fupplies  us  with  incen 
tives  to  vice,  does  it  not  afford  us  as 
ftrong  motives  and  encouragements  to  vir- 
F  4  tue? 
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tue  ?    Indeed,    if  properly   confidered,    it 
moves  and  perfuades  us  to  nothing  elfe. 

For  look  into  its  various  parts,  and  con- 
fider  their  feveral  tendencies,  do  they  not 
all  refer  us  ultimately  to  GOD,  and  remind 
us  daily  of  our  duty  to  Him  ?  Do  they  not 
ail  fuggeft  to  us  the  mod  noble  fubjecSts 
for  prayer  and  meditation,  and  tend  to 
make  our  whole  lives  a  continued  feries  of 
devotion  ?  No  foonef  does  the  fun  rife  to 
our  view,  and  create  the  day  for  us,  but 
it  awakens  the  thoughts  of  every  ferious 
foul,  and  brings  to  his  remembrance  that 
fun  of  righteoufnefs,  who  chafed  away  the 
darknefs  of  error,  and  enlightened  the 
world  with  the  knowledge  of  falvation. 
And,  whilft  we  enjoy  the  light  of  the  day, 
are  we  not  put  in  mind  of  the  wor&  of  the 
day,  the  important  work  of  him  that  fent 
ue,  which  muft  be  done  before  it  is  night  ? 

—Does 
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-.—Does  not  every  clock  that  we  hear  ftrike 
— founding  the  knell  of  departed  hours — 
inform  us  of  the  neceffity  of  doing  it  fpee- 
dily,  and  fetting  about  it  without  delay  ? — 
How  forcibly  does  the  Spring,  that  feafon 
of  the  year,  in  which  we  prepare  and  cul 
tivate  the  ground  for  the  future  crop  we 
expect  from  it  ;  excite  us  to  improve  the 
feafon  of  youth,  that  feed-time  of  life  in 
which  we  receive  thofe  actuating  princi 
ples,  that  afterwards  govern  our  maturer 
conduct  ?  For  it  is  as  true  in  the  moral, 
as  in  the  natural  fenfe,  that  whatfoever  a 
man  foweth,  that  fhall  he  alfo  reap. — Can 
the  aged  and  hoary  head — lift  up  his  eyes, 
and  look  on  the  fields,  all  white  and  ready 
for  harveft  ;     and  not  queftion    himfelf, 
and   with    anxious    concern,  whether   he 
ftands  in  the  field  of  life,  among  the  tares 
or  among  the  wheat  ?  knowing  that  death 
will  fliortly  come,    and  cut  him    down, 
5  either 
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either  to  be  depofited  with  the  one  in  the 
granary,  or  condemned  with  the  others 
to  the  fire. — If  we  turn  about  to  the  tranf- 
a6lions  of  the  world,  the  like  inftru6lions 
ftill  crowduponus,  Every  traveller  we  meet 
on  the  road,  reminds  us  that  we  ourfelves 
are  travelling  through  life,  having  here 
no  fixed  abode ;  and  that  therefore  we 
fhould  fet  our  faces  right,  and  make  the 
beft  of  our  journey  to  our  deftined  home. 
When  we  obferve  our  fellow-creatures 
rifing  up  early,  and  labouring  fo  hard  for 
the  meat  that  periljieth  ;  are  we  not  ad- 
monifhed  to  exert  our  endeavours,  and 
fecure  that  meat  which  endureth  to  ever- 
lafting  life  r— When  we  fee  men  eager  in 
pfcrfuit  of  wealth,  heaping  up  fruitlefs 
and  fading  treafures,  are  we  not  led  to 
confider  the  neceffity  of  acquiring  the  true 
riches,  and  of  laying  up  in  ftore  for  our 
felves  a  good  foundation  againft  the  time 

to 
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to  come  ? — And  with  refpeft  to  that  time, 
are  we  not  moved  to  reflect  on  what  will 
be  our  lot,  by  the  impreffions  that  are 
made  on  our  fouls  at  prefent  ?  Have  we 
not  fome  fpecimen  daily  given  us  of  the 
happinefs  and  mifery  that  await  us  here 
after,  in  the  enjoyments  and  fufferings  we 
experience  here  ?  And  do  not  thofe  fen- 
fations — the  pleafure  we  love,  and  the 
pain  we  hate — loudly  warn  us  to  take  care 
of  ourfelves,  and  to  adjuft  our  condu6t 
after  fuch  a  manner,  that  we  may  at  lafl 
be  happy,  and  not  miferable  in  that  fu 
ture  ftate,  which  is  either  all  happinefs, 
or  all  mifery  for  ever  ? 

Thus  it  is  that  the  Almighty  calls  up  all 
nature  to  our  affiftance,  to  put  us  in  mind 
of  what  we  fhould  do,  and  keep  us  fleady 
to  the  performance  of  it.  The  vain  and 
the  thought!  efs  indeed,  who  look  only  on 

the 
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the  vail  of  nature,  and  admire  it  for  no^ 
thing  but  its  gay  colouring,  will  gather 
from  thence  but  little  inftru6tion,  though  it 
exhibits  to  them  a  lively  pi£ture  of  the  fa 
ding  glories  of  human  life.  Blinded  with 
the  glare  of  outward  fhow,  and  intent  on 
the  Follies  that  are  current  in  the  world, 
they  will  ftill  purfue  and  carefs  their  plea- 
fures,  though  the  rofes  and  flowers  with 
which  they  deck  and  adorn  themfelves, 
would  fain  inftruct  them  by  their  quick  de 
cay,  "  fo  to  number  their  days,  that  they 
may  apply  their  hearts  unto  wifdom."  But 
others,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  of  a  more  feri- 
ous  turn,  look  into  the  things  beneath  the 
vail — confider  their  ufe  in  a  fpiritual 
light — and  find  by  experience  how  well 
they  are  adapted  both  for  correction,  and 
inflruftion  in  Righteoufnefs— How  well 
they  are  adapted — to  keep  alive  a  fenfe  of 
duty — to  quicken  us  in  the  difchlffige  of 
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it— and  make  us  ready  unto  every  good 
work — How  well  they  are  adapted — to  dif-* 
tngage  our  affections  from  the  world — to 
lead  and  raife  them  up  to  GOD— and  pre 
pare  us  for  the  life  of  Heaven.  And  let 
thofe  who  defpife  this  art  of  life,  and  make 
light  of  thefe  filent  calls  of  Nature,  remem 
ber  that  the  time  is  coming  on,  when,  de 
void  of  the  improvements  they  might  have 
made,  they  ftiall  heartily  wifh,  they  had 
ufed  the  world  to  better  purpofe.— For 
when  the  delirium  of  the  fenfes,  and  the 
hurry  of  the  paflions,  are  once  allayed,  and 
ficknefs  or  diftrefs  will  foon  allay  them, 
things  will  appear  in  a  different  light : 
the  world  and  its  vanities  will  fink  upon 
our  hands, — and  we  lhall  fee  the  impor 
tance  of  all  thefe  applications  that  GOD 
makes,  and  how  greatly  it  behoves  us  to 
comply  with  them.  For  it  is  not  his  own 
fult  that  he  thus  eariieftly  folicits  with  us, 

neither 
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neither  is  it  for  his  own  advantage  that  he 
makes  thefe  continual  appeals  to  us.  But 
it  is  our  intereJJ,  and  our  concern  that  he  ef- 
poufes ;  and  as  it  is  to  us  he  fpeaks,  fo  it 
\sfor  us,  and  for  our  fupreme  good.  That 
which  he  defires  is — that  we  would  be 
happy  ;  and  that  we  would  take  fuch  a 
courfe  as  will  make  us  fo.  That  we  would 
live  and  a6t  wifely  and  like  ourfelves,  that 
is,  like  rational  creatures.  That  we  would 
fit  and  difpofe  ourfelves  for  the  happinefs 
he  has  provided  for  us — bring  ourfelves 
within  the  compafs  of  his  love  and  mercy — 
and  fo  demean  ourfelves  for  this  fliort  time, 
that  he  may  reward  us  with  a  blefled  eter 
nity. 

a 

See  then,  mybrethren,  thatye  refufe  not 

him  that  fpeaketh  fuch  things.     For  if  you 

do,   the   confequence  ftands  clofe  to4  the 

words  of  my  text,  and  is  delivered  in  alar- 

6  ming 
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ming  language.  "  Becaufe  I  have  called  and 
ye  refufed,  I  have  ftretched  out  my  hand 
and  no  man  regarded  ;  but  ye  have  fet  at 
nought  my  counfel,  and  would  none  of  my 
reproof:  I  alfo  will  laugh  at  your  calamity; 
I  will  mock  when  your  fear  cometh : — 
when  your  fear  cometh  as  defolation,  and 
your  deftru6tion  cometh  as  a  whirlwind  : — 
when  diftrefs  and  anguifh  cometh  upon 
you."  Refie6t,  I  befeech  you,  on  the  dif- 
trefled  hour  of  your  diffolution — how  ready 
you  will  be  then  to  call  upon  GOD,  and 
how  dejirous  that  he  fhould  anfwer  you  ? 
Refle£t  alfo  on  the  great  and  terrible  Day 
of  Judgment,  when  you  mujl  and  Jhall  hear 
him  in  his  fentence  upon  you.  And,  as 
you  wifli,  that  GOD  may  hear  you  readily 
at  the  hour  of  your  death,  and  you  may 
hear  him  with  comfort  in  the  day  of  his 
Judgment ;  fo  take  care  to  hearken  now  to 

his 
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his  voice,  whilft  he  affe£tionately  befpeaks 
you  by  fuch  a  variety  of  inftru6tion. 

"  Whofo  is  wile  will  ponder  thefe  things  5 
**  and  they  fhall  underftand  the  loving- 
*6  kindnefs  of  the  LORD/' — His  kindnefs  in 
providing  fo  amply  for  our  improvement 
here  ;  his  kindnefs  in  rewarding  us  for  ma 
king  that  improvement  with  eternal  hap- 
pinefs  hereafter.  Amen. 


3ERMON 
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EPHESIANSiv.— 12. 

FOR    THE    EDIFYING     OF    THE    BODY    OF 
CHRIST. 


JL  HE  Religion  which  CHRIST  intro 
duced  into  the  world,  though  at  firft 
confined  to  his  immediate  followers,  was 
plainly  intended  for  the  general  benefit  of 
mankind.  In  order  therefore  that  man- 
Jdnd  might  partake  of  the  benefit  in- 

G  2  tended 
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tended  by  it,  our  SAVIOUR  commanded  his 
difciples  to  "  go  forth  into  all  the  world, 
u  andpreacA  the  Gpfpel  to  every  cfeatqre." 
Endowed  and  qualified  for  the  work,  "  they 
^  went  forth  accordingly,  and  preached 
46  every  where  ;  the  Lord  wrorking  writh 
"  them,  and  confirming  the  word  with 
*'  figns  following,," 

By  thefe  ir>eans  the  Gpfpel  was  fpeedily 
conveyed  and  propagated  over  diverfe 
countries.  But  into  whatever  country  it 
jriight  be  tl^us  introduced,  if  it  had  been 
left  with  the  inhabitants  without  any  f up* 
porf  - — without  any  fettled  method  for  pre 
ferring  and  perpetuating  the  knowledge  of 
it ;  how  very  fpon  would  it  havp  begun  to 
decline  ? — Nay,  how  foon  indeed  would 
jt  have  totally  funk — neglefited,  and  for 
gotten  ?  For,  what  reafon  is  there  to  ima- 
gme,  that  the  doctrine  of  our  SAVIOUR, 

how* 
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however  recommended  at  its  firft  promul 
gation,  would  have  fared  better,  or  been 
more  effe6lually  retained  and  praftifed,  than 
the  do6trine  of  the  ancient  philofophers  ;  if, 
like  that,  it  had  been  only  a  fyftem  of  fpe- 
culative  principles  and  moral  precepts, 
fimply  propofed  to  every  man's  own  pri 
vate  ftudy  and  perfonal application  ?  Tranf- 
mitted  to  writing,  the  Gofpel,  we  grant, 
might  have  been  always  known  to  a  few 
curious  and  inquifitive  perfons  :  but  the  reft 
of  the  world — the  great  body  of  mankind  ^ 
would  ftill  have  remained  almoft  as  en-* 
tirely  ignorant  of  it,  as  if  no  fueh  doftrino 
had  ever  been  revealed.  For  the  generality 
of  the  people  in  every  place  are  fo  em* 
ployed  in  the  toilfome  and  laborious  works 
of  life,  that  they  have  not  leifure  for  ac 
quiring  the  knowledge  of  ancient  writings 
in  the  way  of  refearch  and  ftudy  :  if  ever 
they  attain  to  any  knowledge  of  them, 

G  3  they 
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they  muft  chiefly  attain  it  by  the  help  and 
affiftance  of  living  injlruffors,  and  by  fuch 
methods  and  forms  as  are  properly  adapted 
to  convey  into  their  minds  the  fentiments 
and. notions  which  thofe  writings  contain. 

Hence  then  we  fee  the  expedience  and 
neceflity  of  external  rites  and  ejiablijhed  ap 
pointments*  as  the  moft  effectual  means  of 
propagating  and  preferring  the  knowledge 
of  Religion,  and  rendering  it  fubfervient 
to  thofe  important  purpofes,  which  it  is 
gracioufly  intended  to  promote.  And  ac 
cordingly  we  find,  that  forma/  acts  and  ri- 
tual  obfervances,  of  one  kind  or  other,  made 
a  part  of  every  Religion  that  has  ever  yet 
obtained  a  footing  in  the  world.  The 
ycwijh  Religion  abounded  with  them  ;  from 
whence  our  SAVIOUR  felefted  thofe  that 
were  of  general  ufe,  and  adopted  them 
into  his  own  inftitution.  For  it  pleafed 

him, 
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him,  we  may  obferve,  to  form   believers 
into  one  body ;  and  to  unite  them  in  one 
vifible  community;  where   they  profefled 
his  Religion  in  a  common  form  of  worjhif, 
and  had  the  principles  of  it  impreffed  on 
their  minds  by   a  regular  method  of  in- 
ftruftion.     This  is  evident   from  the  ac 
count  we  have  of  the  firft  Chriftian  con 
verts  ;  who,  when  they  were  baptized,  are 
faid  to  have  "  continued  firm  and  fteadfaft 
"  in  the  Apoftles  do£lrine  and  fellowfhip, 
"  and  in  breaking  of  bread,  and  in  prayers." 
They  all  made,  you  fee,  one  church,  or  reli 
gious  fociety  ;  they  all  lived  together  in  one 
•vljible  external  communion,  where  they  at 
tended  the  difcourfes  and  inftruelions  of 
the  Apoftles — partook  of  the  facrament  of 
the  Lord's  Supper — and  offered  up  to  GOD 
their  united  prayers  and  thankfgivings. 

G  4  Such 
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Such  was  the  conftitution  of  this  primi 
tive  Church :  and  it  appears  from  the  words 
preceding  the  text,  that  all  the  reft  were 
afterwards  formed  on  the  fame  model :  ha 
ving  every  one  of  them  a  {landing  miniftry 
of  inftru6tion  and  difcipline,  together  with 
a  common  ftated  form  of  public  worfhip. 
For,  as  fure  as  our  Lord  appointed  fome 
APOSTLES  and  EVANGELISTS,  to  fpread 
abroad  the  knowledge  of  his  Gofpel,  and 
plant  Churches  in  different  parts ;  fo  fure 
is  it,  that,  wherever  they  were  planted  and 
eftablifhed,  he  appointed  others  PASTORS 
and  TEACHERS  ; — whofe  office  it  was  to 
prefide  in  the  feveral  aflemblies  of  Chrif- 
tians — to  dire£l  the  people  in  the  outward 
exercife  of  their  devotion — to  inftru<5t 
them  in  the  nature  of  the  Religion  they 
profeffed — to  explain  to  them  the  du 
ties  it  required  at  their  hands — and  to 

ex* 
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excite  them  to  the  practice  and  observance 
of  them*    ;  [ >$ 

Under  the  influence  of  this  ceconomy, 
and  by  means  of  thefe  inftitutions,  Chrif- 
tianity  advanced  and  flourifhed  : — the 
knowledge  of  it  was  diffufed  through  all 
ranks  and  degrees  of  men ;  and  brought 
forth  among  them  the  genuine  fruitsof  good 
living.  Now  it  is  happily  come  down  to 
.us,  the  like  effects  may  be  reafonably  ex- 
pe6ied.  For  whatever  thofe  eftabliihments 
were  which  contributed  fo  effectually  to 
the  growth  and  advancement  of  the  Chrif- 
tian  Religion  in  former  times  ;  yet  this  to 
our  comfort  is  certain — that  no  inftitution, 
or  mode  of  worihip  eftabliihed  in  any 
place,  was  better  calculated  to  edify  the 
Church,  and  improve  its  members  in  grace 
and  knowledge,  than  are  the  forms  and 
fervice  of  our  own  communion. 

In 
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In  proof  of  this  I  am  naturally  led  to 
difplay  its  excellencies,  as  an  edifying  fer- 
vice.  But  all  its  excellencies  in  this  refpe£l 
are  not  to  be  comprifed  in  the  compafs  of 
a  fhort  difcourfe  ;  and  therefore  a  few  of 
the  moft  obvious  will,  I  truft,  be  fufficient 
to  fhew,  in  what  high  eftimation  we  ought 
to  hold  it,  and  with  what  zealous  attach 
ment  we  fhould  preferve  the  ufe  of  it. 

And  here  let  it  be  confidered  as  its  firft 
excellency,  that  our  Book  of  Common 
Prayer  iscompofed  in  out  common  language — 
in  a  plain  and  eafy  ftyle,  adapted  to  the 
comprehenfion  of  the  meaneft  capacities, 
and  yet  fully  anfwerable  to  the  fentiments 
of  the  higheft. 

Being  thus  intelligible  to  all  orders  and 
degrees  of  men,  and  fitted  to  convey  in- 
ftru£lion  ;  the  next  valuable  property  of 

it 
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}t  is — that  it  actually  conveys  the  bed  and 
mod  ufeful  inftru£lions  to  us.  It  acquaints 
us  with  the    Nature   and   Perfections   of 
GOD  ;  fome  of  whofe  Attributes  are  con- 
ftantly  fet  forth  in  the  Preface  of  all  our 
Prayers.      It    {hews  us   the  Dignity   and 
Power  of  our  Saviour  ;  in  whofe  Name  we 
put  up  our  Petitions,  and  on  whofe  Merits 
we  rely  for  the  acceptance  of  them.     It  in 
forms  us  of  the  Offices  of  the  HOLY  SPI 
RIT,  whofe  Grace  we  invoke,  and  whofe 
Aid  we  implore,  to  enable  us  to  maintain 
our  Chriftian  warfare* 

And  as  we  are  thus  inftrucled  with  re 
gard  to  the  Objeff  of  our  Faith  and  Wor- 
fliip  ;  and  taught  to  acknowledge  the 
whole  Trinity  ;  fo  is  this  Faith  and  Ac 
knowledgment  daily  revived  and  confirmed 
in  us  by  the  repeated  ufe  of  that  ancient 
form,  which  afcribes  glory  to  each  per- 

fon. — 
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fon — A  form  never  more  neceflary  to  be  re 
tained^  than  in  this  fatt-tbinktng,  and  this 
frez-fpeaking  age,  when  the  Divinity  of  Chrift 
and  of  the  Holy  Gboft  is  become  the  fubjeft, 
not  only  of  contradiction,  but,  ihameful  in- 
folence  !  even  of  mirth  and  ridicule* 

Next  to  the  Knowledge  of  GOD,  the 
moft  important  is  the  knowledge  of  our- 
fe/ves  ;  which  is  frequently  inculcated  in 
our  public  liturgy.  For  we  are  thereby 
reminded  of  the  corruption  of  our  nature, 
and  our  own  inability  to  cleanfe  and  purify 
it :  \ve  are  taught  to  bewail  our  vilenefs 
and  depravity,  and  inftrufted  in  the  only 
method  that  is  capable  of  advancing  us  to 
a  purer  (late.  This  fenie  of  our  conftant 
dependance  on,  the  Almighty  for  all  things 
neceffary  both  to  life  and  godlinefs,  natu 
rally  leads  us  to  approach  him  with  reve 
rence — to  confefs  our  fins  to  him  with  the 

deepeft 
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deepeft  forrow  and  humiliation — to  fuppli- 
cate  for  future  mercies  with  a  pious  defer 
ence  to  his  will — and  to  acknowledge  with 
fmcere  gratitude  the  bleffings  we  have  re 
ceived.  And  in  all  thefe  acts  how  admi 
rably  are  we  affifted  by  the  prayers  of  our 
church  !  which  at  the  fame  time  that  they 
are  adapted  to  make  us  devout,  have  a 
ftrong  tendency  to  keep  us  obedient. 

To  dire£t  our  obedience  in  the  courfe  of 
life,  we  have  certain  portions  of  fcripture 
daily  read  to  us  ;  which  not  only  bring  us 
inftruftion  in  forne  particular  branch  of 
righteoufnefs,  but  alfo  encourage  us,  by 
various  motives,  to  the  faithful  perfor 
mance  of  it.  Nay,  io  concerned  is  our 
Church  for  the  intereft  of  virtue,  and  the 
advancement  of  holinefs,  that  its  devotions 
Jiave  all  a  practical  afpe£t ;  and,  whilftthey 
lead  us  to  adore  zndpraife  GOD  for  his  good- 

nefs, 
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nefs,  fhew  us  our  obligations  to  fulfil  his 
commands.  Thevery  petitions  we  make  for 
a  fupply  of  the  common  neceflaries  of  life, 
perpetually  remind  us,  by  the  turn  of  their 
expreffions,  of  the  common  duties  of  it : 
fo  that  it  is  impoffible  for  us  attentively  to 
join  in  the  public  worfhip,  without  being 
confirmed  in  the  jufleft  notions  both  of 
GOD  and  ourfelves  ; — without  being*  exci 
ted  to  a  true  repentance  of  our  pad  fins, 
and  to  a  regular  condu6l  in  our  future  pro 
ceedings. 

All  thefe  things,  and  many  more  to  the 
fameeffe6t,  our  liturgy  ftrongly  inculcates. 
And  fince  it  is  allowed  that  it  does  incul 
cate  them,,  is  it  not  furprifing  that  men 
fhould  be  fo  perverfe  as  to  charge  it  with  de- 
ficiences  in  point  of  edification?  For  in  what 
does  the  work  of  edification  confift  ?  Does 
it  not  evidently  confift  in  confirming  our 

faith, 
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faith,  and  improving  our  morals — in  bring 
ing  us  to  the  knowledge  of  the  doftrines 
of  religion,  and  promoting  our  growth  in 
chriftian  graces  ?  But,  if  our  Faith  is  to  be 
confirmed,  by  what  means  can  it  be  better 
eftahlifhed,  than  by  rehearfing  continually 
the  articles  of  it  ?  If  our  morals  are  to  be 
improved,  what  method  can  be  devifed 
more  conducive  to  that  purpofe,  than  to 
bring  them  to  the  teft  of  GOD'S  Command 
ments  ?  And  what  greater  inducements  can 
we  have  to  encourage  us  to  go  on  in  well 
doing,  than  the  motives  of  the  gofpel,  and 
the  example  of  CHRIST  which  are  let  before 
us  in  the  daily  leffons  ?  If  our  difpofitions 
are  to  be  changed,  and  rendered  more  pi 
ous,  what  can  be  more  fuitably  adapted  to 
the  promotion  of  that  end,  than  thofe  pure 
and  refined  devotions  of  our  church  5  which 
breathe  the  noblefl  and  moft  animating 
fervours,  at  the  fame  timx:  that  they  are 
2  tern- 
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tempered  with  all  the  coolnefs  of  fobriety 
and  judgment  ?  Laflly  if  we  would  (hew  our 
gratitude,  difplay  our  love,  and  return  our 
thanks  to  GOD  for  his  mercies,  what  better 
help  can  we  poffibly  want  to  affift  us  in 
thefe  exalted  afts  of  adoration,  than  that 
which  we  receive  from  the  pfalms  of  DA 
VID,  which  are  fully  expreflive  of  our  de- 
vouteft  thoughts  and  applicable  to  all  our 
conditions  J 

We  may  appeal  then  to  the  unprejudiced 
reafon  of  mankind — whether  the  public 
offices  of  our  Church  have  not  a  plain  and 
powerful  tendency  to  ftrengthen  and  im 
prove  good  principles  ;  and  to  form  a  tem 
per  of  fmcere  piety  and  folid  virtue  in  all 
who  carefully  attend  to  them  ;  and  whe 
ther  it  be  indeed  poffible,  for  any  one  long 
to  attend  to  them  with  judgment  and  af- 
fedlion,  without  finding  himfelf  much  im 
proved 
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proved  in  this  temper  by  them  ?  Nay,  we 
may  further  appeal  to  the  experience  of  the 
world,  whether  many  perfons  of  low  ca 
pacities  and  mean  fituations  have  not  been 
raifed  by  thefe  fervices  to  an  eminent  de 
gree  of  wifdom  and  virtue  ?  And  whether 
even  men  of  the  moft  refined  underftand- 
ings,  and  the  moft  noble  difpofitions,  do 
not  receive  an  additional  relifti  of  what  is 
good,  and  frefh  vigour  for  the  purfuit  of 
it,  from  their  due  attendance  on  thefe  fo- 
lemnities  ? 

If  edification  therefore  be,  "  to  go  on  to- 
"  wards  perfe£lion,  and  to  grow  in  grace, 
"  and  the  knowledge  of  our  SAVIOUR,  JE- 
"  sus  CHRIST  ;" — if  it  be,  to  make  plain 
the  do6lrines  of  Religion  to  theunderftand- 
ings  of  men,  and  to  urge  its  precepts  home 
on  their  hearts  ; — if  it  be,  to  awaken  them 
to  a  fenfe  of  their  duty,  and  to  keep  them 
H  ftead- 
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fteadfaft  to  the  practice  of  it ; — if  theft  be 
"  the  things,  which  are  good"  and  proper 
"  to  the  ufe  of  edifying," — then  I  am  fare 
better  edification  cannot  be  found  in  any 
church  now  upon  earth,  than  in  our  own. 

Let  us  then,  who  are  members  of  this 
excellent  church,  where  GOD  is  worfhip- 
ped  in  fo  rational  and  becoming  a  manner  ; 
and  where  there  is  fo  ample  a  provifion 
made  for  our  own  improvement  in  virtue 
and  piety  ;  let  us,  I  fay,  rejoice  in  our  lot, 
and  learn  to  value  our  own  happinefs.  Let 
us  be  careful  to  make  a  right  ufe  of  the  op 
portunities  we  enjoy  ;  and  endeavour  to 
profit  by  a  conftant,  ferious  and  devout  at 
tendance  on  the  public  worfhip. 

For  in  vain  is  this  provifion  made  for  us; 
in  vain  do  we  boaft  of  the  excellency  of  our 
liturgy,  if  we  tieglefttojoin  in  the  fervices 

of 
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of  it.  And  yet,  to  our  great  reproach  as  well 
as  detriment,  the  "  forfaking  the  affembling 
"  of  ourfelves  together"   for  the  purpofes 
of  public  worfhip',    is  become  now,   not 
only  "  the  manner  of  fome,"  but  even  a 
prevailing  fafhion.    And  what  has  been  the 
confequence  of  this  prefumptuous  neglect, 
but  a  vifible,  and  to  ferious  men  an  alar 
ming  decay  of  every  thing  that    is  good 
and  praife-worthy  ?      For,    ever  fmce  we 
have  learned  to  profane  the  fabbath,  and 
xvithdraw  ourfelves  from  the  fervices  of  the 
church,  how  unfettled  have  we  been  in  our 
religious  principles  !     and  how  irregular  in 
our   moral    practices !     But  indeed   what 
wonder  ?  finceby  negledling  the  public  wor 
fhip  of  the  church,  we  negleft  the  princi 
pal  means  of  knowledge,  and  the  moft  ef- 
feftual  inftitution  that  can  well  be  contri 
ved  for  our  improvement  in   virtue   and 
goodnefs. 

H  2  But 
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But  then  if  we  mean  to  improve  by  it, 
we  mull  be  fure  to  attend  with  an  inward 
ferioufnefs  and  devotion  of  mind.  This 
is  a  qualification  abfolutely  neceflary  to 
render  the  performance  of  thefe  religious 
duties  either  acceptable  to  GOD,  or  benefi 
cial  to  ourfelves.  For  notwithftanding 
their  natural  fitnefs  to  excite  in  us  pious 
thoughts,  and  to  Tirge  us  on  to  virtuous 
actions  ;  yet  the  efficacy  of  them  entirely 
depends  on  the  good  difpofitions  we  bring 
with  us  to  the  celebration  of  them.  And 
it  is  owing  to  the  want  of  thefe  difpofiti 
ons,  and  not  to  any  defeft  in  the  compo- 
fition  itfelf,  that  the  fervice  of  the  church 
has  fo  little  influence  on  numbers  of  thofe, 
who  attend  it.  A  want  that  we  fhould  by 
all  means  labour  to  remove  ; — as  well  for 
the  fake  of  our  own  advantage,  as  for  the 
honour  of  that  eftablifliment,  which  we 
would  be  thought  to  admire.  If  we  en- 
gag6 
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gage  in  the  duties  of  public  worfliip,  as  a 
thing  of  courle,  and  without  a  due  prepa 
ration  of  mind,  the  moft  ibiemn  afts  of 
our  devotion  will  prove  but  dead  forms — 
a  mere  "  bodily  exercife,"  that  will  have 
no  virtue  in  it  at  all  either  to  recommend 
us  to  the  acceptance  of  GOD,  or  to  pro 
duce  any  good  effeft  on  ourfelves.     Hence 
the  ftill-remaining  corruption  of  our  lives 
will  be  made  an  argument — has  been  urged 
indeed  as  the  principal  proof — of  the  un- 
profitablenefs  of  the  form  we  ufe  :   becaufe 
many  of  us  appear  to  be  very  little  edify ed 
by  it,  therefore  it  has  been  concluded,  that 
our  fervice  is  really  unedifying.     But  if  the 
paft  courfe   of  your  lives  has  unhappily 
contributed   to   ftrengthen  this   prejudice 
againft   our  liturgy,  pray  be  fo  kind   to 
yourfelves  and  your  religion  as  to  endea 
vour  to  confute  it  by  your  future  conduft. 
Be  zealoufly  conftant  in  your  attendance  at 
H  3  church ; 
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church ;  and  when  you  are  there,  join  in 
the  prayers  of  it  with  becoming  reverence ; 
and  liften  to  the  inftruftions  you  hear  de 
livered  with  proper  attention.  When  you 
come  out  into  the  world,  let  the  light  and 
inftruftion  you  have  received  fhine  forth 
in  your  conversation.  Then,  perhaps, 
thofe  who  diffent  from  us,  feeing  our  goo4 
works,  may  be  induced  thereby  to  follow 
us  to  this  place  to  glorify  our  great  ancj 
common  Father.  Then  may  we  hope, 
that  all  will  come  to  that  unity  of  faith  and 
worihip, — and  to  that  ftrength,  maturity 
and  perfection  of  goodnefs,  which  CHRIST, 
by  calling  us  into  the  fellowfhip  of  his 
Gofpel,  defigned  to  raife  us. 


SER- 
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PREPARE  YE  THE  WAY  OF  THE  LORD,  MAKE 
HIS  PATHS  STRAIGHT. 


VV  HEN  the  time  arrived  in  which  the 
Jews  expefted  the  appearance  of  their 
Mefliah  ;  his  forerunner,  JOHN  the  Baptift, 
earneftly  exhorted  them,  as  his  office  led 
him,  fo  to  fit  and  prepare  themfelves,  that 
they  might  give  him  a  proper  and  worthy 
reception  : — that  they  might  be  ready  to 

embrace 
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embrace  the  terms  and  conditions,  on 
which  they  were  to  become  the  fubje£ts  ; — 
and,  if  they  proved  faithful^  would  inhe 
rit  the  privileges  of  that  kingdom,  which 
he  was  then  come  to  ere6t  in  the  world. 
Though  CHRIST  came  to  his  own,  with 
glad  and  glorious  tidings ;  to  which  they 
fhould  have  joyfully  attended,  above  all 
other  people  ;  yet  even  his  o^vn,  the  Baptifl 
well  knew  would  never  receive  him— would 
never  fubmit  to  his  government  and  laws — - 
unlefs  their  prejudices,  their  errours  and 
vices  were  firft  correfted  and  removed  ; — • 
and  their  minds  previoufly  difpofed  for  thq 
admiflion  of  truth  and  virtue, 

He  calls  therefore  upon  them  in  the 
words  of  the  prophet,  and  gives  them  to 
underftand — that  "  every  valley  fhould  be 
"  filled,  and  every  mountain  and  hill 
"  fhould  be  brought  low  ; — that  the  crook- 

"ed 
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"  ed  fhould  be  made  ftraight,  and  the 
"  rough  places  fmooth  ; — if  they  wifhed 
"  to  fee  the  falvation  of  GOD/' — In  plainer 
terms, — that  the  low  conception  they  en 
tertained  of  the  end  and  defign  of  the 
MESSIAH'S  appearance,  as  operating  only 
to  their  temporal  deliverance,  fhould  be 
raifed  to  fomething  more  truly  worthy  of 
the  character  he  fuftained  ; — and  that  the 
exalted  expectation  they  cherifhed,  of  fee 
ing  him  fhine  in  the  regal  pomp  of  a 
mighty  conqueror,  fhould  be  brought  down 
to  the  ftandard  of  reafon,  and  the  nature 
of  that  Spiritual  Kingdom,  which  the 
Prophets  foretold  he  was  finally  to  eftab- 
lifh  ; — that  they  fhould  reftifv  thofe  crooked 
$nd  perverfe  difpofitions,  which,  in  confe- 
quence  of  thefe  miftaken  views,  they  had 
unhappily  contra6ted  ; — and  fmooth  thofe 
rugged  and  refractory  tempers,  which  they 
were  too  apt  to  indulge ; — before  they 

could 
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could  be  fit  and  equitable  judges,  either 
of  the  proofs  which  CHRIST  brought  of 
his  divine  miffion ;  or  of  the  truth  of  the 
do£trine,  which  he  delivered  to  the  world. 

It  is  not  fufficient  towards  making  men 
believers-^-it  is  not  fufficient  towards  ma 
king  them  chrtftians,  that  they  have  the 
Gofpel  tendered,  and  the  terms  of  Salva 
tion  propofed  to  them,  even  by  CHRIST 
himfelf.  No  Arguments  will  have  any 
effe6l  upon  them,  unlefs  their  minds  be  fo 
prepared  ;  fo  freed  from  all  vicious  preju 
dices  ;  unlefs  they  be  moulded  into  fuch  a 
frame  and  temperament,  as  to  be  fufcep- 
tiblc  of  good  impreffions ;  and  ready  to 
yield  to  fuch  proofs  and  motives  as  ought 
to  operate  their  convi6tion. 

When  CHRIST  appeared  among  the  Jews, 
diilinguifhed  by  all  the  concurring  marks 

of 
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of  the  true  MESSIAH  ; — when  he  came  to 
them  at  the  expe6ted  time  ;  anfwered  the 
types  ;  fulfilled  the  prophecies  ;  performed 
miracles ;  and  received  immediate  tefti- 
monies  from  Heaven  ;  yet,  their  prejudi 
ces  had  fo  obftru£led,  fo  blinded  their  eyes, 
that  they  could  fee  no  figns  of  his  being  the 
perfon  "  that  fhould  have  come  ;" — and 
therefore  they  defpifed  and  reje6led  him. — 
And  though  He  fpake  fuch  comfortable 
things,  as  never  man  fpake  before,  to  the 
admiration  and  aftonifhment  of  the  lefs 
prejudiced  vulgar  ;  yet  the  meannefs  of  his 
birth,  and  the  place  of  his  abode  were 
looked  upon  by  the  malicious  chiefs, — by 
the  fcribes  and  pharilees, — as  unanfwerable 
objections  to  his  miracles  and  dodrine. 

The  cafe  is  the  fame  in  every  age — whilft 
any  carnal  impediment ;  whilft  any  vicious 
paffion  ;  whilft  any  wrong  habit,  keeps 

pof- 
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polTeffion  of  the  human  mind,  it  will  be 
fure  to  block  up  all  its  avenues ; — and  to 
prevent  every  thing  that  is  ferious,  fpiri* 
tual  and  religious  from  entering  in.  Let 
the  do&rine  be  ever  fo  good  ;  let  it  be  ap* 
plied  with  ever  fo  much  (kill,  dexterity  and 
diligence  ;  it  will  neverthelefs  depend  at 
laft  on  the  temper  and  difpofition  of  thofc 
who  hear  it,  whether  it  (hall  be  attended 
with  effect. 

What  do&rines  can  be  morereafonable; 
what  do&rines  can  be  more  worthy  of  GOD, 
and  more  beneficial  to  men,  than  thofe 
do&rines  of  humility,  meeknefs,  refigna* 
tion,  contentednefs,  purity,  patience  and 
piety,  which  our  SAVOUR  preached  to  the 
Jews  ?  yet,  notwithftanding  their  propri 
ety,  their  excellence  and  fublimity ;  the 
Jews,  who  were  egregioufly  proud  and 
vain ;  notorioufly  covetous  and  wordly- 

minded ; 
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minded  ;  who  were  full  of  deceit,  hypo- 
crify  and  malice ;  difreliilied  and  defpi- 
fed  his  fayings. 

All  the  awakening  truths  they  heard ; 
all  the  aftonifliing  miracles  they  faw  ;  were 
fo  far  from  working  their^.convi6lion,  that, 
by  a  perverfe  and  wilful  mifappiication, 
they  ferved  but  to  increafe  their  obftinacy; 
and  to  harden  them  in  thofe  fins  and  er- 
rours,  which  finally  terminated  in  their 
mifery  and  ruin. 

Thefe  things  happened  to  the  Jews  for 
enfamples ;  and  they  are  written  for  our 
admonition; — to  the  intent,  that  we  may 
be  more  careful  to  prepare  ourfelves  to 
meet  our  LORD,  than  they  were  formerly. 

CHRIST  comes  now  virtually  to  us  ;  as  in 
time  paft  he  perfonally  came  to  them  :  and 

there- 
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therefore  it  behoves  us,  to  be  ready  to 
give  him  a  fit  reception.  He  comes  to  us 
now  in  his  word  and  ordinances ;  and  it 
concerns  us,  diligently  to  attend  to  his 
word,  and  faithfully  to  obferve  his  ordi 
nances. 

We  know  to  whom  the  word  was  preach 
ed  ;  and  yet,  did  not  profit  them  :  and  we 
know  the  reafons  of  its  proving  fruitlefs. 
With  this  knowledge,  let  us  firmly  bear 
in  mind,  that  the  fame  caufes  will  always 
produce  the  fame  effe&s :— that  the  fame 
prejudices,  lufts  and  paffions,  thatpromp- 
te^  the  Jews  to  oppofe  our  Saviour,  and 
to  rejeft  his  Gofpel  ;  will,  wherever  they 
take  place,  lead  other  men  to  follow  their 
example  : — to  think  lightly  of  the  Chriftian 
Religion,  to  live  in  a  contemptuous  negleft 
of  its  ordinances,  and  in  open  violation  of 
its  laws  and  precepts. 

This 
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This  is  an  alarming  confideration — and 
ought  to  put  every  one  of  us  on  his  guard, 
againft  all  fmful  tempers  and  perverfe  ha 
bits,  that  bear  any  affinity  to  thofe  of  the 
Jews ;  which  were  the  great  obftacles  at 
firft  to  their  receiving  the  MESSIAH  ;  and 
the  great  impediments  afterwards  to  their 
believing  his  do6trines* 

If  the  mean  opinion,  wrhich  the  Jews 
entertained  of  CHRIST,  on  account  of  his 
low  appearance,  led  them  to  defpife  him, 
as  a  perfon  unfit  to  be  their  SAVIOUR  ;  let 
us  take  warning  from  hence,,  that  we 
never  fuffer  the  high  conceptions  \ve  have 
of  our  own  reafon,  to  difparage  the  plain- 
nefs  and  fimplicity  of  the  Gofpel ;  or  to 
think  it  an  unlikely  fchetne  of  falvation. 

If  a  bafe  and  fordid  love  of  the  world, 
tempted  the  Pharifees  to  turn  a  deaf  ear  to  our 

I  SA- 


ii4  S  E  R  MO  N    VI. 

SAVIOUR'S  fublime  and  heavenly  doctrines  ; 
let  us  take  heed,  and  beware  of  covetouf-  s 
nefs  ; — and  indeed  of  every  immoderate 
attachment  to  the  things  of  earth ;  left 
we  be  carried  byintereftto  deny  the  faith; 
or  be  tempted  by  profit  to  tranfgrefs  the 
commands  of  GOD  in  pra6lice.  For,  we 
find  from  early  times,  that  when  "  the 
"  cares  of  this  world,  the  deceitfulnefs  of 
"  riches,  and  the  luft  of  other  things, 
"enter  in,"  and  take  poffeffion  of  the 
heart ;  they  are  fure  to  choke  every  good 
principle,  and  to  render  fruitlefs  every 
good  inftruftion.  Thofe  who  are  eager 
in  laying  up  for  themfelves  treafures  on 
earth,  even  the  promife  of  an  "  inheritance 
incorruptible  in  the  heavens"  cannot  affe6t. 
This  world  is  the  whole  of  their  care  ;  and 
godlinefs  is  to  them  nothing,  unlefs  it  can 
be  made  an  inftrument  of  gain.  But  fur 
ther— 

If 
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If  pride  and  felf-conceit,  if  a  vain  affec 
tation  of  fuperior  knowledge,  prevented 
the  Scribes  from  coming  to  CHRIST,  and 
liftening  to  his  plain  and  eafy  difcourfes  ; 
let  us  then  be  admonilhed,  "  not  to  think 
more  highly  of  ourfelves  than  we  ought 
to  think,  but  to  think  foberly  " — "  caft- 
ing  down  all  vain  imaginations  and  pre- 
fumptuous  reafonings,  that  would  op- 
pofe  the  revelation  of  GOD  ;  and  bring 
ing  into  captivity  every  fwelling  thought 
to  the  obedience  of  the  Gofpel  of 
CHRIST  ;'*  and  forming  our  practice  by 
the  example  of  that  mafter,  who  was  fo 
peculiarly  "  meek  and  lowly"  both  in  mind 
and  manners.  Finally, 

If  hypocrify  and  malice  had  fo  blinded 

the  Jews,  that  they  could  not  difcern  the 

light  of  the  Gofpel,  even  when  it  Ihone 

around  them  :  If  their  hypocrify  had  ob- 

I  a  fcured 
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fcured  and  well-nigh  extinguifhed  all  fenfc 
of  religion  and  morality  among  them  ;  and 
if  their  malice  was  continually  plotting 
sgainft  Hlm^  who  compaffionately  laboured 
to  work  their  reformation  ;  with  how  jea 
lous  an  eye  fhould  we  watch  over  our- 
felves,  that  thefe  vices  may  not  infedt  us !  For 
they  are  vices,  you  fee,  that  will  direftlylead 
us  to  "  turn  the  grace  of  GOD  into  wicked- 
"  nefs  ;"  and  to  rejeft  the  good  purpofe 
of  his  benevolence,  to  our  eternal  and  un~ 
ipeakable  detriment. 

We  know  the  certainty,  we  know  the 
importance,  of  the  word  of  GOD  ;  let  this 
therefore  engage  us  to  pay  it  a  becoming 
regard  ;  "  and,  laying  afide  all  malice,  and 
*4  all  guile,  and  hypocrify  ;  as  new-born 
<c  babes" — as  perfons  of  fmcere  and  open 
fiearts — let  us  "  defire"  that  fpiritual  nou- 

nfliment; 
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rifhment,  that  "  fincere  milk  of  the  word, 
"  which  will  make  us  grow  to  perfe&ion," 

The  Gofpel  was  gracioufly  defigned,  for 
our  improvement  in  virtue  and  goodnefs  ; 
aftd  is  admirably  adapted  to  promote  that 
end.  And,  therefore,  when  faithfully  pro- 
pofed,  if  it  ever  fails  of  its  defired  fuccefs, 
it  is  not  owing  to  any  defe6t  or  infuffici- 
ency  in  itfelf ;  but  to  the  faults  and  indif- 
pofition  of  thofe,  to  whom  it  is  fo  ad- 
drefled  ; — to  fome  wrong  turn  of  thought, 
or  fome  pcrverfenefs  of  mind,  which  either 
obftrudis  or  corrupts  it. 

Since  then,  it  is  of  fuch  mighty  and  im 
portant  confequence,  that  we  receive  the 
word  of  GOD  into  found  and  perfedl  hearts  ; 
let  us  always  be  careful  to  preferve  ours  in 
fuch  a  frame  and  pofture — free  to  admit, 
and  willing  to  cherifh  good  inftru6lion  ; 
1  3  ready 
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ready  and  difpofed  to  put  that  inftru&ioft 
in  practice. 

If  we  have  already  received  the  feed— 
the  feed  of  eternal  life — into  good  ground  ; 
let  us  diligently  cultivate  it,  that  it  may 
bring  forth  the  fruits  of  good  living.  Let 
us  continually  attend  to  that  good  ground  ; 
and  fee  that  it  dos  not  degenerate. — Let  us 

o 

fuffer  neither  briers,  thorns,  nor  baneful 
weeds,  to  grow  up  in  it ;  but  let  us  con 
tinually  improve  it  into  that  condition, 
which  is  likely  to  promote  its  increafe  and 
harveft.  To  fpeak  without  a  metaphor. 
Let  us  always  be  prepared  to  receive  found 
doctrine  ;  and  ready  to  adopt  thofe  facred 
rules,  which  our  Lord  has  given  us  for  the 
government  of  our  lives  and  aftions  :  And 
let  us  guard  with  all  poffible  caution  againft 
thofe  dangerous  and  deceitful  errors  which 
may  lead  us,  firft,  into  a  ftate  of  luke 
warm- 
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warihnefs— into  a  ftate  of  indifference  about 
religion  ;  and  then1  by  degrees  into  a  fharne- 
ful  negle£l ; — perhaps,  at  laft,  into  a  fatal 
contempt  of  God's  word  and  command 
ment.  The  loofe  principles  of  the  world, 
believe  me,  are  no  fit  guides  for  thofe, 
who  are  on  their  paffage  to  eternity.  It  is 
the  Gofpel  that  fhould  dire6l  us  ;  becaufe 
it  is  the  Gofpel  only  that  can  lead  us  to 
happinefs.  To  the  Gofpel  therefore  let  us 
conftantly  attend :  ftudioufly  avoiding,  or 
induftrioufly  correcting  every  falfe,  though 
fafhionahle  opinion,  that  has  any  tendency 
to  obfcure  its  truth  ;  or  to  diminifh  its  in 
fluence  upon  our  lives. 

Let  us  rule  our  hears  with  the  utmoil 
diligence  ;  for  in  the  heart  is  feated  all  re 
ligion  ;  and  out  of  it  proceed  the  iffues  of 
life.  As  we  have  received  CHRIST  by  faith  ; 
and  perfectly  know  "  the  right  ways  of  the 
14  "  LORD  ; 
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"  Lord  ;"  let  us  imitate  his  example  ; — 
and  labour  to  make  our  own  ways, — 
"  ftraight"  and  conformable  with  his.  Let 
us  drive  to  rectify  all  the  obliquities  ;  and 
to  corre6l  all  the  wrong  difpofitions  of  our 
nature  :  that,  being  freed  from  thefe  fmful 
propenfities,  we  may  become  more  ready, 
more  willing,  and  more  faithful  fervants 
of  GOD  : — and,  having  had  our  fruit  unto 
holinefs  here,  may  attain  to  everlafling 
happinefs  hereafter;  through  JESUS  CHRIST 
our  Lord. 


SERMON 


ERMON  VII. 


SERMON     VII. 


JOHN  ix.  4. 


2  MUST  WORK  THE  WORKS  OF  HIM  THAT 
SENT  ME,  WHILE  IT  IS  DAY  t  THE  NIGHT 
COMETH,  WHEN  NO  MAN  CAN  WORK. 


T 


HESE  are  the  words  of  our  blefled 
SAVIOUR,  who  was  fent  into  the  world 
upon  an  office  or  employment  peculiar  to 
himfelf.  The  office  he  had  undertaken 
was  that  of  redeeming  the  world.  In  pur- 
fuance  of  this  office  the  work  he  had  to  do, 

was 
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was  to  difplay  the  glory  of  GOD  in  the  re 
covery  and  improvement  of  mankind.  His 
work  was,  to  reftore  men  to  a  capacity  of 
attaining  falvation  ; — to  inftrucl  them  in 
their  duty  by  his  doctrine  ; — and  to  guide 
them  into  the  pra6tice  of  it  by  his  exam 
ple.  This  commandment  he  received  from 
his  Father ;  and  this  he  fulfilled,  in  the  day 
of  his  miniftration,  with  fuch  diligence 
and  fidelity,  that,  when  the  night  of  his 
paflion  approached,  he  could  appeal  with 
confidence  to  him  that  fent  him  in  thefe 
folemn  words — "  I  have  glorified  thee  on 
"  earth  :  I  have  finiihed  the  work  thou 
"  gaveft  me  to  do." 

Happy,  could  his  difciples  clofe  their 
lives  with  the  fame  expreffions  !  For  what 
our  SAVIOUH,  in  my  text,  declares  of  him- 
felf,  is,  in  a  qualified  fenfe,  truly  applica 
ble  to  all  his  followers.  Notwithftanding 
6  the 
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the  great  things  CHRIST  has  done  for  us, 
we  have  (till — a  work  to  do.  CHRIST  has. 
appointed  our  work,  and  bound  it  upon 
us :  and  we  are  fent  into  the  world  on 
purpofe  to  do  it.  He  has  opened  to  us 
the  way  of  falvation.  It  concerns  us  to 
work  it  out  in  the  way  he  has  fhewn.  It 
concerns  us  to  work  it  out  fpeedily, 
*-6  while  it  is  day  ;  for  the  night  cometh, 
"  when  no  man  can  work.*' 

But,  to  convince  you  the  more  fully  of 
this  truth,  and  to  urge  you  to  a  fiutable 
conduct,  I  {hall  endeavour  in  the 

Firft  place  to  fliew,  that  GOD  fent  us, 
every  one,  into  this  world  to  do  feme 
work. 

Secondly,  that  the  work  we  have  to  do> 
is  the  work  of  QOD  that  fent  us. 

And 
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And  to  engage  your  diligence  in  the  per* 
formance  of  this  work,  I  (hall  fhew  in  the 


Third  place,  that  it  muft  be  accomplifhed 
within  the  fhort  term  of  this  prefent  life  ;  — 
while  it  is  day  :   for  the  night  of  death 
cometh,  when  we  can  no  longer  work." 


" 


I  am  firft  then  to  prove  to  you,  that  GOD 
fent  us,  every  one,  into  this  world  to  do 
fome  work. 

Now,  with  this  view,  let  me  entreat 
you  to  confider,  what  kind  of  beings  we 
are;  and  with  what  faculties  endowed. 
We  are  a6live  and  reafonable  creatures  : 
capable  of  knowing  the  hand  that  formed 
us ;  and  capable  of  doing  our  Maker  fer- 
vice.  Having  then  fuch  faculties  and 
powers,  can  we  think  them  given  us  for 
no  end  ?  Are  we  able  to  do  much,  and 

yet 
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yet  obliged  to  do  nothing  ?  Does  not  abi 
lity  in  its  very  nature  imply  duty  ?  And 
muft  we  not  conclude  of  courfe,  that  we 
are  bound  to  aft,  when  GOD  has  endowed 
us  with  capacities  for  a6lion  ? 

This  necefTarily  follows  from  the  nature 
of  our  endowments,  and  is  further  con 
firmed  to  us  by  the  exigencies  of  our  con 
dition. 

We  are  placed  in  a  world  where  our 
happinefs  and  welfare  are  made  to  depend 
on  our  own  agency.  Every  period  of  our 
lives  is  fubje£l  to  continual  wants.  Thefe 
wants  daily  and  hourly  call  upon  us  to  ex 
ert  ourfelves  for  the  fupply  of  them.  But 
this  fupply  cannot  be  procured  without 
induftry ;  for  fuch  is  the  conflitution  of 
things,  that  if  any  perfon  will  not  work, 
neither  {hall  he  eat. 

Be- 
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Befides,  as  one  ftage  of  life  is  introduc 
tory  to  another,  fo  are  there  fervices  ap 
propriated  to  each  ftage,  neceflary  to  be 
performed  in  order  to  prepare  and  qualify 
us  for  the  fucceeding.  Youth  muft  be  in- 
duftrious  in  its  preparations  for  the  offices 
of  maturer  age.  Manhood  miift  be  induf- 
trious,  not  only  in  the  difcharge  of  its  pe 
culiar  calling,  but  alfo  in  collecting  and  do- 
ring  obfervations  for  the  guidance  of  its  fu 
ture  conduft.  Nor  has  even  old  age  a 
difpenfation  for  idlenefs :  It  is  bound  to 
work :  it  muft  ftill  aft  in  example  and  in 
counfel  : — It  muft  fhew  the  world  what 
ought  to  be  done  ;  and  employ  its  wifdom 
for  the  ufe  of  the  ignorant  and  inexperi 
enced.  In  this  view  life  appears  to  have 
been  intended  by  its  Author,  as  a  conti 
nued  fcene  of  a&ivity  ;  proceeding  on  from 
work  to  work  through  the  whole  extent 
and  continuance  of  it.  Every  feafon,  every 

fitu- 
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fituation,  and  every  ftate  has  its  engage 
ments  ;— calls  upon  us  to  exert  ourfelves, 
and  to  fill  up  the  circle  of  our  duty. 

Some  work  then  we,  all  of  us,  have  to 
do  ;  forne  bufmefs  to  complete.  But  the 
difficulty  is  not  fo  much  to  convince  our 
judgments  that  we  are  to  aft  at  all,  as  to 
engage  our  affections  that  we  may  a6t 
aright*  Something  we  are  always  ready 
to.  do  from  the  mere  a£tivity  of  our  nature ; 
but  that  fomething  may  prove  at  laft  nei 
ther  agreeable  to  our  duty,  nor  anfwerable 
to  our  pains.  As  all  actions  are  not  in 
themfelves  equally  worthy,  nor  in  their 
confequences  equally  beneficial;  w^efhould 
ferioufly  refle6l,  before  we  engage  in  any 
work,  what  is  becoming  of,  and  what 
may  be  ufeful  to  us.  For,  otherwife,  we 
fhall  labour  on  with  a  blind  ipapetuofity, 

K  and 
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and  ruin  ourfelves  by  a  pcrverfenefs  of  in- 
duftry. 

But  if  we  give  ourfelves  time  to  confider, 
we  fhall  find — what  I  am  now  to  prove 
in  the 

Second  place,  that  the  works  which  are 
worthy  of  us  here,  and  will  redound  to  our 
benefit  hereafter,  are  thofe  of  GOD  that  fent 
us.  They  are  called  his  works,  not  only, 
becaufe  he  has  enjoined  them,  but  becaufc 
himfelf  alfo  performs  them.  Would  we 
then  know  what  we  mud  do,  in  order  to 
work  the  works  of  GOD  ?  Why,  the  point 
is  clear — we  muft  do  as  GOD  does.  For 
as  he  has  defigned  us  to  be  partakers  of  his 
glory,  fo  he  has  appointed  us  to  be  fellow- 
workers  with  him.  That  we  may  then  be 
properly  dire6ted  in  our  labours,  let  us 
look  up  to  GOD,  and  a£t  as  we  have  him 
for  an  example.  Now 
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Now,  it  is  extremely  vifible  in  the  fcheme 
of  providence,  that  GOD  conftantly  adjufts 
his  operations  in  a  regular,  though  diver- 
fified  manner,  to  the  general  good  and  pre- 
fervation  of  the  world.  And  fince  we  are 
ordained  to  aft  as  fervants  under  him  in  the 
execution  of  his  gracious  plan,  it  fhould 
ever  be  our  care  to  perform  with  diligence 
thofe  various  parts  of  it  which  he  hath  com. 
mitted  to  our  charge.  Thefe  parts  are  af- 
figned  us  with  our  ftations.  For  our  fta- 
tions  are  the  allotments  of  GOD  ;  and  if  we 
mean  to  anfwer  his  intention  of  placing  us 
in  them,  we  muft  labour  to  promote  the 
welfare  of  fbciety  ;  for  without  the  bene 
fits  arifmg  from  our  various  occupations, 
the  city  cannot  be  inhabited,  nor  the  flate 
of  the  world  preferved  :  and  therefore  eve 
ry  negle£t  in  the  bufmefs  of  our  ftations,  is 
not  only  hurtful  to  ourfelves,  but  alfo  an 
K  2  injury 
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injury  to  the  public,  and  a  violation  of  the 
laws  of  GOD. 


We  are  apt  to  confider  our  fecular  em 
ployments  in  too  contracted  a  light.  We 
generally  look  upon  them,  as  nothing  more 
than  the  natural  means  of  acquiring  fub- 
fiftence  ;  whereas  in  truth  they  are  fo  ma 
ny  portions  of  the  divine  adminiftration ; 
and  reprefented  in  fcripture  as  fo  many 
inftances  of  piety ;  the  performance  of 
which  will  entitle  us  to  a  reward,  and  the 
omiffion  expofe  us  to  punifhment. 

Since  then  we  are  placed  in  the  body 
civil,  as  the  Apoftle  obferves  of  the  body 
fpiritual,  for  the  mutual  benefit  of  each 
other,  and  the  perfection  of  the  whole  ;  it 
is  every  man's  duty  according  to  his  cir- 
cumfiances  to  attend  continually  to  that  very 
thing.  And  "  having  gifts,  differing  accor 
ding 
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ding  to  the  grace  given  unto  us  ;  whether 
prophecy,  let  us  prophefy  according  to 
the  proportion  of  faith  ;  or  miniftry,  let 
us  wait  on  our  miniftering ;  or,  he  that 
teacheth,  on  teaching  ;  or  he  that  exhort- 
eth  on  exhortation :  he  that  giveth,  le^ 
him  do  it  with  fimplicity  ;  he  that  ruleth, 
with  diligence  ;  he  that  fheweth  mercy, 
with  cheerfulnefs."  In  fhort :  "  What 
ever  our  hand  findeth  to  do,"  whatever 
bufmefs  our  proper  ftation  points  out,  we 
muft  not  be  flothful  in  it,  but  muft  do  it 
with  all  our  might,  from  a  principle  of 
confcience  and  fidelity.  "  This  is  well- 
pleafmg  to  GOD  ;  and  at  the  fame  time, 
good  and  profitable  unto  men/' 

But  whilft  we  are  employed  in  thefe 
works — the  works  of  our  feveral  profeffi- 
ons  ;  let  us  bear  in  mind,  that  we  have  dill 
a  work,  common  to  us  all,  of  much  higher 

K  3  con« 
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concernment :  the  taking  care  of  our 
fouls,  and  preparing  for  eternity.  This 
is  peculiarly  the  work  cf  GOD  in  which  he 
hath  interefted  hi mfelf  throughout  all  ages. 
This  is  indeed  the  work,  which  we  were 
ient  into  the  world  to  do  ;  and  which  if  we 
leave  undone,  good  had  it  been  for  us 
that  we  had  not  been  fent  into  it.  And 
yet  a  work  it  is,  not  to  be  accomplished 
by  a  few  flight  endeavours  ;  not  to  be 
accomplished  but  by  great  labour  and 
conftant  diligence  ;  not  to  be  accomplished 
but  by  the  faithful  uSe  of  the  means  pre- 
fcribed,  by  refolutjon  and  perleverance. 
How  many  irregular  inclinations  have  we, 
that  are  hard  to  be  fubdued  ?  How  many 
vicious  habits  that  are  harder  to  be  rooted 
out  ?  How  many  good  difpofitions  have 
we  that  want  to  be  cheriShed  ?  How 
many  virtues  are  there  of  difficult  acqui- 

fition 
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fition  to  be  ingrafted  in  our  fouls  ?  Yet  all 
thefe  things,  painful  as  they  are,  muft  be 
done.  "  The  old  man  muft  be  put  off 
with  all  his  corrupt  and  deceitful  lufts ; 
and  the  new  man  muft  be  put  on, 
adorned  with  righteoufnefs  and  true  holi- 
nefs."  We  muft,  notwithftanding  the  r£- 
luclancy  of  our  nature,  re£lify  our  tem 
pers  and  purify  our  hearts.  We  muft 
bring  "  into  captivity  every  thought  to 
the  obedience  of  CHRIST."  We  muft, 
notwithftanding  the  allurements  of  the 
world,  raife  our  affeftions  to  things  above, 
and  acquire  a  relifh  for  fpiritual  enjoy 
ments.  For  "  without  holinefs  no  mau 
ftiall  fee  the  LORD," 

Review  now  the  fcene  of  life,  and  ob- 

ferve   how   much  you    have    to   execute. 

Confider  firft  what  fociety  requires,    and 

then    what   Religion    demands    of   you. 

K  4  Con- 
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Confider  how  great  is  the  work  to  fulfil 
our  temporal  engagements,  and  to  dif- 
charge  properly  the  duties  of  our  ftations, 
But  how  much  greater  ftilj,  to  adorn  our 
profeffion,  to  perfe£l  holinefs,  and  to  make 
our  calling  qnd  eleftion  fure  !  Thefe  con^ 
fiderations  might  well  render  us  cautious 
and  careful,  diligent  and  expeditious  in 
our  work,  though  we  had  ever  fo  large  a 
portion  of  time  allotted  us  for  the  perform-? 
ance  pf  it.  But,  I  am  now  in  the 


Third  place  to  remind  you,  that  for  a 
our  works,  even  the  important  work  of  our 
falvation,  we  have  but  a  4#y,  that  isa  only 
Zijhort  time  allowed  us  ;  after  which  **  the 
"  night  cometh,  when  no  man  can  work.'* 
That  our  whole  life  is  comparatively  but 
a  day  ;  and  that  a  long  night  will  quickly 
fucceecl—  are  truths  that  need  no  proof, 

Time 
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Time  rolls  on  apace,  and  will  foon  bring 
us  to  our  end.  In  our  earlieft  moments 

'  X  -  . 

there  is  but  a  ftep  between  us  and  death. 
How  many  has  it  furprifed  in  their  vigour 
and  ftrength?  Or  if  we  are  fuffered  here 
to  dwell  to  Nature's  utmoft  limit,  how 
fhort  our  (lay !  And  yet,  no  fooner 
will  this  fhort  life  be  clofed,  but  a  period 
comes  to  all  fuch  working,  as  will  be 
available  to  everlafting  falvation.  Death 
concludes  our  trial,  and  feals  our  accounts 
for  the  day  of  judgment ;  when  every  man 
fhall  receive  from  the  LORD  "  according  to 
that  he  hath  done,  whether  it  be  good  or 
evil" 

If  then  we  have  fo  much  work  to  per 
form  and  fuch  accounts  to  give  ;  if  fo  much 
depends  upon  doing  it  well,  and  being 
able  to  render  a  good  account ;  ought  we 
to  apply  ourfelves  to  it  without  delay, 

and 
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and  to  profecute  it  with  all  our  vigour  ? 
Ought  we  not  to  feize  the  preferit  opportu 
nity,  and  make  the  mofl  of  the  time  that 
lies  before  us  ?  Is  not  the  work  worthy 
otir  attention,  and  jChall  we  not  be  reward 
ed  for  all  our  pains  ?  Shall  the  law  affairs 
and  empty  delights  of  this  world  raife  our 
paffions  and  ftimulate  our  powers  to  per 
petual  a6tion,  and  lhall  we  be  fluggifti  and 
languid  in  the  concerns  of  the  other,  where 
we  ought  to  be  moft  vigilant,  induftrious 
and  unwearied  r  Shall  we  ftrive  fo  much 
for  the  things  on  earth,  and  fhail  heaven 
and  eternity  be  unregarded  ?  confider  I 
befeech  you — fuppofe  you  fhould  gain  the 
whole  world,  what  amends  will  it  make  for 
the  lofs  of  your  fouls  ?  And  yet  your  fouls 
you  muft  lofe,  if  you  work  not  the  works 
of  him  that  fent  you.  You  defign  perhaps 
to  doitatfome  future  opportunity.  But  if 
you  defer  it  to  day,  who  will  fecure  to  you 
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the  morrow  ?  This  night,  for  aught  you 
know,  your  fouls  may  be  required  of  you. 
Ai.J  fnould  they  be  required,  what  becomes 
cf  our  intended  penitents  ?  Will  their  in- 
tentr>n  of  being  good  hereafter,  fave  them? 
Will  not  their  obttinacy  in  rejecting  fo  many 
calls  utterly  confound  and  condemn  them  ? 
Their  projected  righteoufnefs  can  be  of  no 
avail.  "  In  the  trefpafTes  they  had  tref- 
patted,  and  in  the  fins  they  had  finned  in 
them  they  died,"  and  for  them  they  fjiajl 
be  judged. 

But  fuppofe  our  departure  fhould  not  be 
fo  fudden  ;  fuppofe  life  fhould  be  continued 
to  us  ;  yet,  if  we  idly  neglect  the  prefent 
opportunities  of  well-doing,  how  are  we 
fure  that  we  fhall  ever  meet  with  any 
more  ?  Or  if  we  do9  yet  what  fecurity  have 
we  that  they  (hall  prove  equal  to  thofe  we 
now  enjoy  ?  Perhaps,  they  may  neither  be 

fo 
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fo  many,  nor  fo  advantageous.  For  the 
further  we  enter  into  the  purfuits  of  this 
life,  the  fewer  opportunities  we  "{hall 
have  of  courfe  to  mind  our  fpiritual  con 
cerns.  And  the  further  we  advance  in 
years,  the  lefs  able  we  fliall  be,  in  all  pro- 
bability,  to  make  a  right  ufe  of  thofe  that 
offer.  The  day  of  health  is  often  much 
iliorter  than  that  of  animal  life  :  and  when 
ficknefs  comes,  what  fervice  can  we  per 
form  to  any  purpofe  ?  How  fhall  we  be 
able  to  exert  ourfelves  when  languor  and 
forrow  have  depreffed  our  fpirits  ?  This 
is  a  refte£tion  of  great  moment ;  and  of 
which  therefore  we  are  frequently  re 
minded.  And  did  we  ferioufly  lay  it  to 
heart,  furely  we  fhould  remember  our 
Creator  betimes  ;  and  finifti  his  works  be 
fore  the  evil  days  come,  and  the  years 
draw  nigh,  when  we  can  neither  do  any 
fervice,  nor  enjoy  any  comfort. 

And 
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And  we  have  ftill  the  more  reafon  to  be 
thus  early  and  careful  in  our  application, 
becaufe  there  is  an  accepted  time,  a  day 
offalvation;  which  maybe  clofed  before 
the  clofe  of  life,  or  even  the  lofs  of  natural 
abilities.  We  have  flrong  intimations 
given  us,  that  GOD  has  fixed  a  time  wherein 
he  experts  our  repentance  and  amend 
ment,  and  beyond  which  no  grace  or  fa 
vour  will  be  found.  Not  that  fmcere  re 
pentance  and  real  amendment  will  ever 
come  too  late  for  acceptance.  "  When 
"  the  wicked  man  turneth  away  from  his 
"  wickednefs  that  he  hath  committed,  and 
doeth  that  which  is  lawful  and  right ;"  we 
may  pronounce  upon  the  higheft  autho 
rity,  that  "  he  fhall  fave  his  foul  alive.'3 
But  we  have  no  authority  to  pronounce, 
that  they  may  at  pleafure  do  good,  who 
have  been  accuftomed  to  do  evil :  or,  that 
fuch  as  have  long  been  finning  wilfully,, 

frail 
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fhall  immediately  be  capable  of  repentance, 
on  their  vouchfafing  to  caft  fome  thoughts 
that  way*  If  we  reafon  from  fintilar  cafes 
we  (hall  be  led  to  a  very  different  conclufion. 
We  fee  almoft  daily  examples,  wherein 
mere  forrow,  and  even  ardent  willies,  nayy 
real  endeavours  are  found  infufficient  to 
repair  a  man's  fortune,  or  to  reftore  his 
health,  when  he  has  wafted  and  deftroyed 
them  by  extravagance  and  riot.  And,  if 
fuch  methods  are  thus  unable  to  fet  all 
right  in  men's  temporal  concerns;  what 
wife  man  would  reduce  himfelf  to  a  necef- 
fity  of  trying  their  fuccefs  in  an  affair  of  in 
finitely  greater  moment — reduce  himfelf  to 
the  neceffity  of  relying  on  their  efficacy, 
not  only  for  removing  the  dreadful  confe- 
quences  of  a  life  of  fin,  but  for  fecuring  the 
rewards  of  a  life  of  holinefs  ?  The  truth  is, 
that  repentance  itfelf  is  no  fuch  eafy  mat 
ter  as  feems  to  be  too  commonly  fuppofed. 

The 
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The  completion  of  it  at  leaft,  if  not  the 
firft  motion  towards  it,  is  certainly  the  gift 
of  GOD.  And  how  can  the  habitual  finner 
prefume,  that  the  fpirit  of  GOD  fhould  al 
ways  counfel  him  ?  Why  fhould  he  not  ra 
ther  apprehend,  that  the  time  may  foon 
come,  when,  though  he  fhould  be  willing 
to  inherit  the  blefling  he  hath  profanely 
defpifed,  his  pretenfions  fhall  be  rejedted? 
— not  becaufe  real  repentance  would  even 
then  be  unavailable,  fuppofing  him  capa 
ble  of  it ;  but  becaufe  he  will  then  have 
loft  the  power,  the  poffibility  of  repen* 
tance. 

Hear  now  the  conclufion  of  the  whole — 
the  application  that  we  fhould  make  of 
this  important  fubjeft.  We  are  fent  into 
the  world  by  our  great  Creator  upon  a 
fervice  of  infinite  confequence,  to  be  ac- 
complifhcd,  if  at  all,  in  this  our  day.  With 

many 
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many  of  us  the  day  is  already  far  fperit, 
and  the  night  is  at  hand  :  it  therefore  be 
hoves  us  to  examine  our  progrefs.  Have 
we  carefully  attended  to  the  work  of  our* 
falvation  ?  Have  we  honeflly  purfued  the 
bufmefs  of  our  ftations  ?  Have  we  been  ftu- 
duious  to  adorn  our  Chriftian  profeffion  ? 
Have  we  laboured  to  avoid  every  vice,  and 
to  improve  in  every  virtue  ?  Have  we  ob* 
ferved  the  ftatutes  and  ordinances  of  the 
Lord — been  conftant  in  our  private  and 
public  devotions — and  more  efpecially  in 
our  attendance  at  the  altar  ?  Have  we  be 
haved  in  all  the  relations  of  life  fuitably  to 
the  obligations  that  lay  upon  us  ?  Have  we 
fhewed  the  love  of  GOD  ingrafted  in  our 
hearts,  and  made  his  glory  the  end  of  our 
a6lions  ?  If  we  have ;  then  are  we  true  and 
faithful  fervants ;  and  may  exped  here 
after  to  be  blefled  in  our  deeds.  But  if  we 
have  not;  then,  believe  me,  it  is  high  time 

we 
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we  fhould  look  to  ourfelves,  and  not  only 
think  upon,  but  inftantly  pra6tife  all  thefe 
things.     For  our  obligations  to  the  prac 
tice  of  goodnefs  are  peculiarly  ftrong  ;  and 
our  deficiences  in  this  refpe£l  will  be  pro- 
portionably    punifhed*      Remember,     we 
have  been  hired  in  the  morning,  taken  into 
the  vineyard    in   the  beginning  of  life — 
have  engaged  with   our  mafter   to  work 
there — have  had  many  advantages  to  for 
ward  our  labour  :— fhall  we  then,  regard- 
lefs  of  thefe  engagements,  ftand  here  all 
the  day  idle,  or,  which  is  worfe  than  idle- 
nefs,  employ  ourfelves  in  the  fervice  of  fin  ? 
We  do  it  at  our  peril — at  the  peril  of  our 
fouls — at  the  peril  of  eternal  deftru61ion  to 
our  fouls  and  bodies  in  another  flate.     We 
die  indeed  ;  but  what  then  ?   Shall  we  not 
rife  again  into  another  life,  where  our  fitu- 
ation  will  be  determined  by  our  prefent  con 
duct  ?  As  fure  as  it  is  appointed  us  once 

L  to 
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to  die,  fo  after  that  there  will  be  a  judg 
ment  ;  when  he  who  knew  his  Lord's  will, 

:.|*v*'  * 

and  prepared  not  himfelf,  neither  did 
according  to  his  will,  (hall  fuffer  grievous 
condemnation. 

Since,  therefore,  death  puts  an  end  to  our 
trial,  and  configns  us  to  our  eternal  doom  ; 
let  us  think  betimes,  how  dreadful  the  ap 
proach  of  it  muft  appear,  fhould  the  bufi- 
nefs  of  our  lives  (land  then  unfinifhed  !  In 
early  years  indeed,  while  the  circulations 
are  free,  and  the  fpirits  lively,  time  may 
glide  along  with  tolerable  fmoothnefs  in  a 
courfe  of  unthinking  gaiety.  The  young 
man  may  rejoice  in  his  youth,  and  let  his 
heart  cheer  him.  He  may  for  fome  time 
walk  in  his  own  ways,  and  follow  his  own 
devices,  indulging  himfelf  without  referve 
in  the  gratification  of  every  fenfe  and  of 
every  appetite.  But,  when  he  comes  to 

be 
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be  chilled  by  age, — the  voice  of  the  Lord 
will  be  heard  in  that  cool  of  his  day.  And, 
when  the  remonftrances  of  confcience 
begin  to  upbraid  him,  what  muft  be  the 
fearchings  of  his  heart !  What  muft  be  the 
agonies  of  his  foul,  when  he  finds  himfelf 
obliged  to  leave  this  world,  having  fcarcely 
done  any  work  for  which  he  was  fent  into 
it ;  and  is  juft  entering  into  another — poor 
and  naked,  without  having  provided  any 
requifite  qualification  for  it ; — that  other, 
in  which  he  knows,  that  for  the  fhort  plea- 
fures  of  this  life  there  await  him  endlefs 
torments.  Such  is  the  end  of  vanity  and  folly. 

As  for  the  righteous  it  is  not  fo  with  him. 
He  has  quite  another  profpeft.  In  the 
evening  of  life  he  can  look  back  with  plea- 
fure  on  the  fcene  that  is  paft ;  for  each 
part  affords  him  comfort.  His  work  is 
L  2  done  ; 
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done ;  and  he  waits  with  ferenity  for  the 
coming  of  his  mafter  ; — in  humble  con 
fidence  that  "  his  reward  is  with  him,  and 
?*  hi§  works  before  him."  When  he  en 
ters  into  the  valley  of  the  fhadow  of  death, 
he  will  fear  no  evil ;  for  he  knows  that  his 
Redeemer  liveth,  and  that  he  fhall  live 
alfo.  And  when  he  is  rifen  into  that  other 
life,  he  will  affuredly  find  that  his  labour 
in  this  was  not  in  vain.  The  Lord  has 
prepared  a  place  for  him  ;  and  will  receive 
him  with  that  high  approbation,  "  Well 
"  done,  th;ou  goo,d  and  faithful  fervant ; 
"  thou  haft  been  faithful  over  a  few  things, 
"  I  will  make  thee  ruler  over  many  things  : 
"  enter  thou  into,  the  joy  of  thy  Lord." 

.in.LUl-.-i'37  Ci      !>H  c!i  -; 

That  we  may  all  obtain  this  approba 
tion,  and  be  at  laft  admitted  into  that 
ftate  of  glory,  let  us  apply  ourfelves  to 
God  for  guidance  and  fupport  through 

this 
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this  arduous  undertaking.  Let  us  humbly 
befeech  Him,  that  he  would  turn  away 
our  eyes  left  they  behold  wickednefs,  and 
quicken  us  in  his  way.  That  he  would  in- 
fpire  us  with  refolution,  and  ftrengthen  us 
with  might  for  the  talk  affigned  us.  That 
he  would  give  us  grace,  as  to  begin,  fo  to 
go  on,  continually  abounding  in  the  work 
of  the  Lord  through  the  day  of  life  ;  for 
the  night  of  death  will  quickly  overtake  us? 
when  we  can  no  longer  work. 


L  3  S  E  R- 
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EPHESIANS  vi.  4. 


£RING    THEM    UP  IN  THE  NURTURE  AND  AD- 
MONITION  OF  THE  LORD. 


X  H  E  goodnefs  of  GOD  is  in  no  inftance 
more  difcernible  than  in  providing  againfl 
the  infirmities  of  our  helplefs  ftate,  and 
providing  for  our  welfare  from  our  earlieft 
infancy.  When  we  come  into  the  world 
we  find,  that  his  providence,  attentive  to 
our  various  wants,  has  kindly  made  all 
proper  provifion  both  for  our  prefent  and 

future 
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future  happinefs.  He  has  laid  our  parents 
under  the  ftrongeft  injunctions  to  fupport, 
cherifh  and  take  care  of  us — and  has  im 
planted  in  their  conftitutions,  a  vigorous 
and  lively  affe£lion,  to  urge  them  to  the 
obfervance  of  this  neceflfary  duty. 

Under  the  influence  of  this  affe&ion,  the 
duty  is  indeed  in  fome  degree  obferved, 
and  we  feel  in  proportion  the  advantages, 
which  arife  from  the  exercife  of  it.  But, 
notwithftanding  the  duty  is  generally  ac 
knowledged,  and  as  generally  pra6lifed 
after  a  certain  rate  ;  yet  the  true  and  pro 
per  method  of  difcharging  it  is  neither  du 
ly  confidered  nor  attended  to.  Parents, 
miftaken  in  their  eftimate  of  things,  fre 
quently  lay  the  greateft  ftrefs  on  compara 
tively  fmall  and  trivial  matters.  Enamoured 
of  the  world  themfelves,  and  obferving 
the  value  that  is  fet  upon  it  by  others,  they 

are 
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are  too  apt  to  confine  their  views  to  this 
temporal  icene  of  things ;  and  fondly  to 
imagine,  that  they  are  then  confulting  the 
chief  and  mod  valuable  intereft  of  their 
offspring,  when  they  employ  their  care  to 
fettle  them  creditably,  as  they  conceive,  in 
life  ;  and  to  form  them  to  thofe  habits, 
manners  and  difpofitions,which  are  thought 
anfwerable  to  their  intended  ftations.  And 
indeed,  confidered  as  beings  deftined  to 
aft  a  part  in  the  world,  children  do  cer 
tainly  ftand  in  need  of  fuch  care  to  fet  them 
out;  and  of  fuch  inftructions  to  render 
them  equal  to  their  future  occupations. 
But  then  it  fhould  be  remembered,  that, 
as  this  world  is  conne£ted  with  another  ; 
and  the  employments  and  tranfaftions  of ' 
he  prefent  life,  will  hereafter  influence 
our  eternal  condition;  fo  the  principles 
upon  which  they  are  performed,  and  the 
manner  in  which  they  are  conduced, 

fhould 
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fhould  be  conformable — not  with  the  max 
ims  of  worldly  wifdom,  but  with  thofe 
rules  of  piety  and  virtue,  which  GOD  has 
delivered  for  the  fecurity  of  our  prefent 
and  future  happinefs.  In  this  view  reli 
gion,  as  it  contains  thofe  rules,  appears  of 
the  utmofh  importance  ;  and  juilly  claims 
our  principal  regard  in  the  management 
and  education  of  children.  For  if  they  arc 
not  imprefled  with  right  principles  at  firft, 
and  "  train'd  up  in  the  way  they  fhould  go;" 
they  will  of  courfe  imbibe  wrong  princi 
ples,  and  be  feduced  into  the  way  they 
fhould  not  go.  And  hence  it  is,  that  the 
fcripture,  aware  of  the  danger  they  ran, 
is  fo  preffing  with  us,  not  to  leave  them  to 
themfelves  and  the  world,  to  pick  up  their 
notions  and  pra6tice,  as  cafual  converfati- 
on  or  example  may  fuggeft ;  but  to  train 
them  up  under  fuch  difcipline  and  inftra> 
tion,  as  may  lead  them  to  the  knowledge 

of 
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of  the  Religion  of  CHRIST  ;  and  moft  ef- 
feftually  difpofe  them  to  profefs  and  prac- 
tife  it.  "  Bring  them  up,"  fays  the  Apof- 
tle,  "  in  the  nurture  and  admonition  of 
"  the  Lord."  And,  fmce  fo  much  de 
pends  on  the  due  performance  of  this  duty 
— on  bringing  up  children  in  the  manner 
here  fpecified,  I  {hall  therefore  endeavour, 
as  my  fubje£t  requires,  to  inform  you,  ia 
the  t>rx  ^:%IJ  ;  .  '  •»/<  ;  r^rfW 

Firft  place,  wherein  this  duty  confifts, 
and  how  it  ought  to  be  performed. 

And  then,  fecondly,  lay  before  you  fuch 
arguments  and  motives  as  may  incite  you 
to  perform  and  difcharge  it  accordingly. 

Now,  the  firft  thing  enjoined  on  parents 
by  this  command,  is — to  caufe  their  chil 
dren  to  learn  in  their  infancy  the  do&rines 

and 
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and  precepts  of  Religion.  The  minds  of 
children  are  not  only  fo  tender  as  to  be  ca 
pable  of  receiving  any  impreffions  ;  but 
they  are  likewife  fo  formed,  that  they  muft 
neceflarily  receive  fome.  What  kind  of 
impreffions  thofe  are,  which  they  firft  re 
ceive,  is  a  point  of  the  higheft  confequence. 
For  thofe  firft  impreffions  generally  fink 
very  deep  ;  and  have  a  lading  influence 
on  their  growing  lives.  Upon  which  ac 
count,  it  fhould  be  the  parent's  chief  con 
cern  to  give  piety  and  virtue  the  firft  pof- 
feffion  of  their  hearts.  To  this  end,  they 
fhould,  from  the  beginning,  be  taught  to 
know  the  GOD  who  made  them ;  and  to 
acknowledge  that  providence,  which  con 
tinually  fupports  them.  —  They  fhould, 
from  the  eaiiieft  dawn  of  reafon,  be  di- 
refted  to  the  Lord  that  bought  them  ;  and 
to  that  Holy  Spirit  whofe  office  it  is  to  fanc- 
tify  them  : — and  fo  be  led  on  to  thofe  other 

branches 
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branches  of  knowledge,  which  are  necef- 
fary  to  make  us  wife  unto  falvation.  As 
their  minds  open,  thefe  things  fhould  be 
explained  to  them  ;  and  their  weight  and 
importance  often  prefied  and  inculcated 
upon  them.  Negleft  them  not  at  this  fa 
vourable  feafon  :  for  they  themfelves  invite 
you  to  the  work,  by  the  curiofity  which  they 
difcover  to  be  acquainted  with  things,  and 
the  attention  which  they  give  to  informa 
tion.  Pour  your  lefTons  gradually  into  them, 
as  they  are  able  to  comprehend  them — line 
upon  line,  and  precept  upon  precept — 
that  their  improvement  in  knowledge  may 
keep  pace  with  their  ftature,  and  their  piety 
rife  in  proportion  to  their  years. 

All  parents  indeed  are  not,  I  grant, 
equally  qualified  for  this  undertaking,  fo 
as  to  perform  it  in  a  mafterly  way.  Moft 
of  them  however,  if  not  all,  might,  did 

they 
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they  choofe,  by  the  help  of  that  compen 
dious  catechifm  which  the  church  has  pro 
vided,  convey  to  their  children  fufficient 
inftru<5tion,  and  that  in  a  proper  and  ef- 
fe6lual  method,  with  refpeft  to  the  moft 
needful  and  necefTary  truths.  And  it  be 
hoves  them  to  refleft,  that  they  will  be 
utterly  inexcufable,  if  they  do  not  faith 
fully  inftil  into  their  minds  thofe  firft  prin 
ciples  of  our  holy  Religion,  with  which 
they  are  fo  readily  and  eafily  furnilhed  : — 
if  they  do  not  inftruft  them  in  the  nature 
and  obligation  of  the  chriftian  covenant — 
what  mercies  are  offered  on  GOD'S  part, 
and  what  duties  are  required  on  theirs— 
what  they  are  to  believe,  and  what  they 
are  to  do,  in  order  to  be  faved. 

When  this  foundation  is  laid,  you  rnufl 
then  refer  them  to  the  holy  fcriptures— a 
portion  of  which  they  fhould  daily  read — 

and 
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and  oblige  them,  at  the  fame  time,  to  a 
regular  attendance  on  public  difcourfes  for 
further  improvement  in  religious  know 
ledge.  By  thefe  means  they  will  be  fo 
rooted  and  grounded  in  the  truth,  as  to  be 
able  to  withftand  the  oppofing  blafts  of 
falfe  dodtrine  ;  and  to  confute  the  cunning 
fophiftry  of  thofe,  who  may  attempt  to  fe- 
duce  them  into  error. 

This  is  one  point  gained  :  but  when  this 
is  gained,  you  are  by  no  means  to  flop 
here.  For  after  they  are  inftrudled  in  the 
knowledge  of  their  duty,  they  fhould  alfo 
be  brought  up  in  the  con&ant  praffice  and 
obfervance  of  it.  They  muft  not  only  be 
taught  to  know  GOD,  but  they  muft  like- 
wife  be  accuftomed  to  worftiip  him.  They 
irmft  not  only  be  made  fenfible  of  the  rea- 
ibnablenefs  and  excellency  of  the  divine 
commands  ;  but  they  muft  likewife  be  ha- 

M  bitu- 
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bituated  to  pay  a  due  and  proper  regard  to 
them.     If  children  are  early  accuftomed  to 
addrefs   themfelves   to   GOD,   and  to  ap 
proach  him  with  that  reverence  both  in 
public  and  private,  which  is  fuitable  to 
the  majefty  of  Heaven  and  earth  ;  it  will 
raife  in  them  an  awful  fenfe  of  the  Deity, 
and  render  them  obfervant  of  what  he  en 
joins.     The  obfervance  of  his  laws,  per- 
fifted  in  for  a  time,  will  give  them  a  bias 
©n  the  fide  of  virtue  ;  and  gradually  con 
firm  them  in  well-doing.     This  the  apoftle 
plainly   faw   mult  be  the  natural  confe- 
quence   of    fuch  good    beginnings ;    and 
therefore  this  is  what  he  principally  recom 
mends  to  the  care  and  attention  of  parents. 
For  he  exhorts  them  not  merely  to  mjlru£l^ 
but  to  "  bring"  or  train  up  their  children 
"  in  the  nurture  and  admonition  of  the 
"  LORD  :"  that  is,  not  only  to  teach  them 
fome  truths,  neceflary  to  be  known  or  be 
lieved, 
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lieved,  but  to  endeavour  to  form  thofe 
truths  \nkopraStical  principles,  fo  as  to  ren 
der  them  of  habitual  good  influence  on 
their  temper  and  conduct,  in  the  various 
occurrences  of  life* 

"  Doubtlefs  Religion  requires  inftru&ion  \ 
for  it  depends  on  our  knowing  and  belie 
ving  fome  truths  :  and  fo  does  common 
prudence  in  temporal  affairs   depend  on 
our  knowing  others*     Yet  neither  of  them 
confift  in  the  bare  knowledge  or  belief  of 
thofe  truths  ;  but  in  our  being  brought  by 
fuch  knowledge  or  belief  to  a  correfpon- 
dent  temper  and  behaviour*     Religion,  as 
it  ftood  under  the  Old  Teftament,  is  per 
petually  called  the  Fear  of  GOD  ;  under  the 
New,  Faith, in  CHRIST.  Now,  as  that  fear  o£ 
GOD  does  not  fignify  literally — being  afraid 
of  him,  but  having  a  good  heart,  and  lead 
ing  a  good  life,  in  confequence  of  that  fear; 

Ma  fg 
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Ib  this  faith  in  CHRIST  does  not  fignify 
literally  being  convinced  that  he  is  the 
Meffiah,  but  the  becoming  his  real  difci- 
ples,  and  fulfilling  his  commands,  in  con- 
fequence  of  fuch  convi&ion." 

Our  Religion  then  being  thus  prattled^ 
confifting  in  a  frame  of  mind  and  courfe  of 
behaviour,  fuitable  to  the  commands  of 
GOD,  and  conducive  to  our  final  happinefs; 
children  ought,  by  education,  to  be  led  on 
to  this  courfe  of  behaviour,  and  formed  into 
this  frame  and  difpofition  of  mind.  And 
it  deferves  our  confideration,  that  if  no 
care  be  taken  to  do  it,  they  will  grow  up 
in  a  dire&ly  contrary  behaviour,  and  be 
hardened  in  dire£tly  contrary  habits.  Of 
this  indeed  we  are  fufficiently  fenfible,  as 
far  as  relates  to  thofe  outward  ornaments 
which  are  neceffary  to  fit  them  for  the  con- 
verfe  of  the  world.  And  therefore,  inftead 

of 
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<&f  leaving  them  to  themfelves,  we  provide 
matters  to  inftru6t  them  in  every  graceful 
and  polite  accompliihment.  In  the  per 
formance  of  which,  \ve  do  not  only  ex- 
pe£t  that  they  fhould  lay  before  them  the 
rules  of  their  art,  but  that  they  fhould  like- 
wife  fuperintend,  condudt  and  guide  them 
in  the  pra&ice  and  exercife  of  thofe  rules  ; 
without  which  they  would  remain  as  defti- 
tute  of  thofe  feveral  accomplifhments,  as 
if  they  had  never  been  taught.  But  if  fo 
much  care  and  pains  be  requifite  tofalliion 
the  outward  man  to  all  the  graces  and  ele 
gance  of  motion ;  can  we  ever  fuppofe 
that  the  inward  man  can  be  formed  by  lefs 
to  the  more  difficult  rules  of  virtue?  And 
yet,  how  little  care  do  we  properly  apply 
to  this  needful  purpofe  ?  Who  think  of 
making  it  their  bufmefs,  though  really  it 
is  the  bufmefs  of  all,  to  regulate  the  wills, 
to  govern  the  paflions,  and  to  direft  the 

M  3  a€- 
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affe&ions  of  their  children  ?  Are  not  the 
reins  generally  thrown  loofe  upon  their 
necks  for  feveral  years  together  ;  and  they 
allowed  to  dojuft  what  is  right  in  their  own 
eyes  ?  Or,  if  we  confine  them,  for  the 
fake  of  faving  appearances,  to  the  modes 
and  forms  of  external  decorum,  yet  how 
feldom  do  we  attempt  to  corre6l  the  inter 
nal  depravity  and  perverfenefs  of  their 
hearts?  And  therefore  what  wonder, 
if,  when  they  are  grown  to  maturer  years, 
they  {hould,  notwithstanding  the  profeffion 
of  Chriflianity,  exert  all  the  paflions  of  un- 
difciplined  nature,  and  run  counter  to 
evsry  thing  that  is  virtuous  and  good  J 

Now,  in  order  to  fecure  them  from  this 
extreme,  be  careful  to  infpe6l  their  natu 
ral  difpofitions,  See  where  their  greateft 
clangor  lies  :  obferve  which  is  their  weakeft 
fide  ;  and  then  endeavour  all  you  can  to 

for* 
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fortify  by  art,  what  is  thus  left  unguarded 
by  nature.     Call  in  all  poffible  affiftance  : 
implore  the  divine  grace  for  their  improve 
ment  ;  and  inftru6t  them  to  do  the  fame. 
Inculcate  upon  them  all  thofe  virtues,  which 
are  moft  agreeable  to  their  condition  ;  and 
cautioufly  reftrain  them  from  thofe  vices, 
to  which  they  are  addicted  by  the  inexpe 
rience  of  their  years,  or  the  bias  of  their 
inclinations.     Shew  them  particularly  the 
amiablenefs  of  Religion  in  your  own  lives; 
and  let  them  fee  by  your  converfation,  how 
lovely  a  thing  it  is  to  be  good.     Example 
is,  with  all,  far  more  prevalent  than  pre 
cept ;  and  efpecially  with  children,  who 
are  remarkably  prone  to   imitate.     This 
then  fhould  induce  you  to  keep  a  conftant 
guard  upon  your  conduct  ;  and  not  only 
to  abftain  from  grofs  fins  before  them,  but 
even  to  avoid  all  fuch  practices  as  have  the 
leaft  tendency  to  what  is  evil.   For  though 
JVI  4  you 
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you  fliould  give  them  the  moft  perfect  in- 
ftru6lions — fhould  tell  them  of  the  folly  of 
fuch  and  fuch  indulgences,  the  vanity  of 
fiich  and  fuch  purfuits,  and  the  fmfulnefs 
of  fuch  and  fuch  actions  ;  yet,  if  they  ob- 
ferve  you  indulging  in  the  things  you  con 
demned,  purfuing  the  things  you  judged 
vain,  and  a6ling  the  part  you  pronounced 
finful ;  what  can  you  -expert  but  that  their 
paffions  fhould  be  excited  by  what  you  do; 
and    that    they    fhould    confequently    be 
prompted  to  folio wyou  into  the  fame  excefs 
of  fin  and  riot.     Therefore,  as  you  value 
their   welfare,    keep  a  ftrift  guard  upon 
your  words  and  a6tions  :  do  nothing  before 
them,  but  what  they  may  iafely  copy  :  let 
your  example  be  their  guide :  and  whenever 
they  chance  to -deviate  from  the  right,  tem 
per  your  corre6lion  to  their  genius  and  dif- 
pofitioris.     The  better  to  encourage  you  to 
this  care,  I  come  now,  in  the 

Second 
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Second  place,  to  point  out  fame  of  thofe 
great  advantages,  that  would  naturally 
flow  from  thencev  as  well  to  yourielves,  as 
to  your  children.  And  with  regard  to  the 
children,  fuch  an  education  will  put  them 
in  the  way  of  fecuring  both  their  temporal 
and  eternal  intereft.  For  "  Godlinefs  is 
"  profitable  unto  all  things ;  having  the 
"  promife  of  the  life  that  now  is,  as  well 
"  as  of  that  which  is  to  come."  It  is  the 
fafeft  guide  to  what  is  good  ;  and  the  great- 
eft  preiervative  againft  evil.  It  will  teach 
them  the  trueft  enjoyment  of  what  this 
world  affords ;  and  crown  them  at  laft 
with  endlefs  felicity  in  the  other.  And  with 
regard  to  the  parents,  the  happy  effe6t  of 
their  care  will  be,  that  they  will  reap  the 
comfort,  and  certainly  great  comfort  it  is, 
of  feeing  their  children  rifing  into  life  under 
a  promifing  afpeft — then  a£ting,  in  every 
ftation,  juft  as  becomes  them — and  paffing 

through 
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through  the  world  with  efteem  and  appro 
bation*  Sons  or  daughters,  thus  wife  and 
thus  virtuous,  will  make  their  fathers  glad. 
And  among  their  other  virtues,  that  filial 
affeftion,  which  in  a  good  perfon  is  mod 
vigorous  towards  an  aged  parent,  will  ad- 
minifter  fuch  joy  to  their  decaying  life,  as 
no  one  can  conceive,  but  they  who  feel  it. 
Such  is  generally  the  blefTed  fruit  of  an 
early  piety.  But,  if  their  children  ihould, 
as  they  fometimes  may,  prove  the  reverfe 
of  all  this,  and  turn  out  undutiful  and 
wicked  ;  yet  the  parents  will  extract  this 
confolation  from  it — that  they  have  no 
thing  to  reproach  themfelves  withal ;  but 
have  done  every  thing  that  in  them  lay,  to 
guard  againft  and  prevent  it.  Whereas, 
in  the  other  cafe,  when  they  are  neglefted 
in  their  younger  years,  and  fuffered  to  pro 
ceed  according  to  the  bent  of  their  own 
inclinations,  as  they  will  neceffarily  be- 
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come  bad  in  all  relations,  fo  the  guilt  of 
all  their  fins  will,  in  a  great  meafure,  be 
chargeable  on  thofe,  whole  duty  it  was  to 
have  taught  them  better.  Nay,  it  will  ex 
tend  further  • — even  to  the  fins  of  their 
children's  children.  For,  as  by  training 
up  your  own  offspring  in  the  ways  of  Reli 
gion,  you  may  be  laying  inftruftion  for 
their  poiterity,  to  the  increafe  and  im 
provement  of  your  future  reward  ;  fo  by 
being  careleis  of  them  you  may  ruin  their 
defcendants  for  many  generations,  to  the 
aggravation  of  your  future  puniftiment. 
Nor  imagine,  that  the  wrong  habits,  which 
they  have  early  contracted  through  your 
negledt,  fhould  ever  be  corrected  after 
wards.  For  if  children  fet  out  at  firft  in  a 
wrong  way,  they  generally  continue  the 
fame  erroneous  track  all  their  lives.  They 
commonly  hurried  into  the  world  fo 

foon, 
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foon,  and  then  fo  bufily  engaged  in  it, 
that  they  will  not  give  themfelves  time  to 
reftcft  and  confider  ;  or  if  they  did,  have 
not  the  faculties  perhaps  to  reafon  them 
felves  into  virtue.  Of  this  we  have  daily 
proofs  that  fhould  make  us  tremble. 
n'vH  ie  '  •  ;  <v  '>«•  iY.fi;  F.fiiiirnfc.f-'&tfiy-ii  • 

We  are  apt  to  complain,  that,  the  pre- 
fent  age  is  loofe  and  wicked.  And  were 
any  one  to  take  a  religious  furvey  of  thefe 
great  cities — the  general  decay  of  public 
piety,  much  too  apparent  in  our  churches 
on  the  LORD'S  day — the  profane  language 
and  indecency  in  our  flreets — with  the 
many  other  overflowings  of  ungodlinefs, 
would  foon  convince  him  that  we  do  not 
complain  without  reafon.  Neverthelefs, 
whenever  we  condemn  the  age  as  bad  we 
fhould  ferioufly  confider,  whether  we  have 
done  ottr  part  to  make  it  better.  Perhaps 

we 
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we  may  think,  and  juftly  too,  that,  with 
all  our  endeavours,  we  fhall  be  able  to 
gain  but  little  upon  thofe,  who  have  been, 
long  habituated  to  a  vicious  courfe,  and 
are  not  fubje6l  to  our  authority.  The 
rifmg  generation  is  however  in  our  hands, 
and  wre  may  now  model  it  to  what  we 
pleafe.  If  we  faithfully  difcharge  our  duty, 
and  exert  a  due  charity  for  the  fouls  in 
truded  with  us,  we  fliall  thereby  cover,  I 
mean,  prevent 9  a  multitude  of  future  fins  : 
But,  if  we  are  regardlefs  of  thefe  matters, 
a  heavy  charge  will  lie  againft  us,  and 
generations  yet  to  come  will  have  juil 
caufe  to  deplore  our  negligence.  How 
ever  harfh  this  may  feem,  Truth  calls 
upon  me  to  declare  it.  I  would  fain,  if 
it  be  poflible,  awaken  parents  into  a  fenfe 
of  their  duty ;  and  therefore  am  bound 
to  fet  before  them  both  the  terrors  and 
mercies  of  the  LORD  ;  intending  by  each  to 

per- 
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perfuade  them  to  become  fo  wife  in  time, 
as  to  ferve  the  LORD  with  their  whole 
houfe ;  training  up  their  families  in  the 
way  they  fhould  go,  that  it  may  be  well 
with  them,  and  with  their  children  for 
ever. 
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2  PETER  iii.— 18. 

GROW    IN  GRACE,    AND  IN  THE  KNOWLEDGE 
OF  OUR  LORD  AND  SAVIOUR  JESUS  CHRIST, 


XT  was,  we  find,  in  former  times;  and 
it  is,  we  know,  in  times  prefent ;  a  very 
common  miftake  among  Chriftians — when 
they  have  gained  fome  knowledge  of  the 
do£lrines  of  Religion,  and  made  fome  ad 
vancement  in  the  practice  of  its  duties — 

N  to 
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to  imagine  themfelves  fufficiently  wife, 
and  fufficiently  virtuous :  and  in  confe- 
quence  of  that  imagination,  to  reft  fatif- 
fied  with  their  prefent  attainments,  re- 
gardlefs  of  any  further  improvements. 
Now,  it  is  fomething,  to  be  fure,  to  un- 
derftand  the  principles  of  the  docStrine  of 
CHRIST,  and  to  be  able  to  give  a  reafon  of 
the  hope  that  is  in  us  ;  it  is  fomething  to 
have  laid  the  foundation  of  repentance  from 
dead  works,  and  to  have  made  fome  pro- 
grefs  in  the  ways  of  righteoufnefs :  But, 
certainly,  all  this  comes  far  fhort  of  the 
meafure  of  our  obligation,  and  the  extent 
of  our  duty  : — far  fhort  of  that  exalted 
goodnefs,  which  the  example  of  our  SA 
VIOUR  recommends,  and  which  the  Gofpel 
enjoins  as  necefTary  to  Salvation.  For  if 
we  would  obtain  the  prize  of  our  calling- 
would  fecure  our  everlafting  inheritance — 
we  mull,  by  no  means,  content  ourfelves 

with 
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with  partial  obedience  and  low  proficiencies; 
but  fhould  prefs  on,  with  vigour,  towards 
perfection — fhould  advance  from  faith  to 
faith,  and  proceed  from  virtue  to  virtue  : 
exerting  all  our  diligence  to  "  grow  dally 
in  grace  ;  and  in  the  knowledge  of  our 
LORD  and  SAVIOUR  JESUS  CHRIST*" 

That  you  may,  then,  the  better  under- 
Hand  thfc  true  import,  and  full  meaning  of 
this  admonition,  and  may  be  the  better 
qualified  and  difpofed  to  obferve  it,  I  lhall 
confide?, 

Firft,  what  it  is  to  grow  in  grace,  and 
the  knowledge  of  CHRIST. 

Secondly,  what  neceffity  there  is  for 
afpiring  after  fuch  growth,  and  making 
fuch  improvement.  And 

Thirdly,  by  what  means  fuch  growth 
and  improvement  may  be  made  and  pro 
moted. 

N  %  Firft 
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Firft  then,  fmce  all  holy  defires,  all  good 
refolutions,  and  all  juft  works,  are  de 
rived  from  heaven — from  the  gracious  in 
fluence  of  the  divine  Spirit ;  therefore  the 
Scripture  frequently  reprelents  all  fuch 
defires,  refolutions,  and  a6tions,  by  the 
general  name  of  grace.  It  does  fo  in  this 
place.  For  to  grow  in  grace,  is  evidently 
to  grow  in  all  the  virtues  and  graces  of  a 
Chriftian  life ;  that  is,  to  live  daily  in  a 
more  exa6t  and  perfe6l  conformity  with 
the  rules  of  thexGofpeL  But  before  we 
can  grow  to  this  excellency  of  pra£lice — 
this  conformity  with  the  rules  of  the  Gof- 
pel — we  muft  previoufly  grow  in  the  know 
ledge  of  thofe  rules,  as  there  delivered  by 
our  LORD  and  SAVIOUR  JESUS  CHRIST. 
For  knowledge  is  the  foundation  of  prac 
tice  :  and  it  is  impoffible  for  us  to  obey 
the  will  of  GOD,  unlefs  we  underftand 
what  his  will  is. 

The 
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The  firft  ftep  therefore,  in  our  com* 
pliance  with  the  exhortation  here  given 
us,  muft  be — carefully  to  learn,  what  it  is 
that  the  LORD  requires  of  us  ;  in  what 
manner  we  are  to  proceed  ;  and  how  far 
we  are  to  go.  The  commandment  of  GOD 
is  extremely  exaft,  and,  at  the  fame  time, 
exceedingly  broad.  It  comprehends  a 
large  extent,  and  enjoins  a  critical  pre- 
cifenefs,  of  aftion.  This  extent  of  duty, 
this  propriety  of  a6lion,  we  fliould  care 
fully  examine  and  ftudioufly  adjuft ;  exa 
mine  through  every  part,  and  adjuft  to 
every  circumftance  ;  or  otherwife,  we  may 
chance  to  fall  into  grievous  miftakes,  and 
finally  perifh  in  our  errors. 

But  it  is  not  enough  that  we  know  thefe 

things ;     therefore   what    we    have    thus 

learned,  we  muft,  next,  endeavour  to  put 

in  praftice.     And  in  this  endeavour,  as  we 

N  3  are 
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are  fure  to  be  oppofed  by  the  ftrong  cur 
rent  of  our  corrupt  inclinations,  we  muft 
confequently  drive  to   correct   our  affec 
tions — to  regulate   our   paffions — and   to 
reduce  every  licentious  imagination  to  the 
difcipline  of  Chrift.     But,  thus  to  re6lify 
the  perverfenefs  of  our  corruption,  is   a 
work  of  no   fmall  difficulty.     It  will  re 
quire  our   conftant   attention,    and  moil 
vigorous  application  :  nay,  though  we  at 
tend  ever   fp  clofely,    and   apply  ever  fa 
vigproufly,  yet  we  may  often  deviate  into 
fin  :  but  ftill,  if  we  perfevere  with  patience, 
we  fhall  gain,  in  time,  frequent  victories 
over   ourfelves ;    and  make,    by  degrees, 
confiderable  advances  in  virtue.     What 
ever  virtues  we  have  thus  attained,  we  muft 
make  it  our  bufinefs  daily  to  exercife  :  by 
fuch  exercife,  we  fhall  not  only   perfect 
ourfelves  in  thofe  we  poflefs  ;  bat  fhall  be 
led  to  the  acquirement  of  others.      For 
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the  virtues  being  all  conne&ed  together, 
every  one  of  thejn  is  a  ftep  or  introduc 
tion  to  another.  By  thefe  fteps  then,  we 
fhould  continually  advance  in  the  ways  of 
piety  —  ever  thankful  for  every  improve 
ment,  yet  ever  Ambitious  of  further  pro- 
greis.  For  be  our  improvements  what 
they  may,  we  have  no  reafpn,  iji  any  part 
of  our  lives,  to  efteem  ourfelves  fufficiently 
perfe6l  ;  but,  "  forgetting  thofe  things 
"  that  are  behind"-Jaying  no  ftrefs  on 
thofe  virtues  already  acquired  —  "  we  fhould 
"  reach  forth  to  thofe  things  that  are 
'*  before,"  and  earneftly  afpire  to  thofe 
graces,  of  which,  as  yet,  we  are  not  pof- 
feflbrs.  But  this  will  appear  more  clearly, 
when  1  have  fhewed,  in 


Second  place,  the  great  neceflity  of  fuch 
continued  growth,  and  conflant  improve- 
nient.  Though,  to  perfons  rightly  di£- 

N  4  pofed, 
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pofed,  what  occafion  is  there  to  fhew  it  at 
all  ?  Needs  the  man  who  is  fmcerely  good 
be  told  of  the  necefiity  of  growing  better  ? 
Will  not  the  fame  motives  that  induced 
him,  at  firft,  to  enter  on  a  virtuous  courfe, 
engage  him  afterwards  to  perfevere  in  it  ? 
— will  riot  the  growing  eafmefs  allure  his 
fteps,  and  the  rifing  pleafure  encourage 
his  progrefs  ?  But  if,  either  the  indolence 
of  his  temper  fliould  prompt  him  to  remit 
Ms  care,  or  the  error  of  the  wicked  fhould 
feduce  him  from  his  fteadfaftnefs ;  then 
let  him  confider, 

That  the  commandments  of  GOD 
ftriftly  enjoin  us,  as  to  begin,  fo  to  go  on 
in  well-doing-— to  walk  worthy  of  theLoRD, 
and  endeavour  to  be  pure  like  him  ;  being 
fruitful  in  every  good  work— perfecting 
liolinefs  in  his  fight, 

Ajid 
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And  as  the  commandments  of  GOD  oblige 
us  to  this  growth  and  excellence,  ib  doth 
his  providence  gracioufly  adminijler  proper 
opportunities  for  it.  Every  day  of  our 
lives  opens  the  door  to  higher  attainments; 
and  every  circumftance  of  our  condition, 
rightly  ufed,  helps  to  carry  us  upwards. 
It  behoves  us,  then,  in  the  reafon  of  things, 
to  attend  diligently  to  our  truft  ;  and  make 
a  right  ufe  of  our  talents  :  to  employ  every 
opportunity  in  the  exercife  of  fome  virtu 
ous  a£l ;  and  to  improve  every  incident 
that  befalls  us  to  the  heightening  of  fome 
virtuous  affection.  Much  depends  <  upon 
our  fo  doing.  For  though  GOD  defigned 
us  all  for  happinefs,  yet  has  he  left  us — 
every  man — to  work  it  out  for  himfelf.  It 
can  only  be  worked  out  in  the  way  of  vir 
tue  ;  and  will  be  proportionable  to  the 
progrefs  and  diligence  we  have  ufed  in  that 
way.  If  we  are  faithful  in  the  difcharge 

of 
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of  our  duties,  we  ihall  accordingly  be  hap 
py  in  the  enjoyment  of  ourfelves :  but,  if 
we  fhould  ever  abate  of  our  induftry,  we 
ihall  inftantly  check  and  damp  our  felicity. 
Well  then  may  we  dread  to  lofe  3  day. 
For  in  the  lofs  of  that-day's  virtues,  may 
be  loft,  we  know  not,  how  many  comforts. 
In  the  prefent  ftate,  felf-improvement  is 
abfolutely  necefTary  to  felf-enjoyment.  We 
hear  of  men  who  daily  complain,  that  their 
lives  are  dull  and  infipid.  But  how  can 
they  be  otherwife,  when  we  know,  they 
are  fo  extremely  infignificant  ?  Let  us  be 
doing  good,  and,  depend  upon  it,  we  fhall 
never  be  dull.  Let  us  add  to  the  day  3. 
virtue,  and  the  night  will  certainly  bring 
us  joy.  And  in  what  night  might  we  not 
rejoice,  when  in  any  day  we  may  be  good  ? 
Did  we  look  no  further  than  this  prefent 
life,  it  would  be  greatly  our  intereft,  not 
only  to  be  fteadfaft  and  immoveable,  but, 

to 
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tq  be  always  abounding  in  the  work  of  the 
LORD.     Such  a  conduct  would  fecure  us 
from  numberlefs  evils  ;  and  thofe  it  could 
not  prevent,  it  would  enable  us  cheerfully 
to  fupport ;  it  would  increafe  the  reliili  of 
all  outward  enjoyments ;  and  when  thofe 
failed,    would    fatisfy   us   from   ourfelves. 
This  is  no  mean  recommendation  of  piety. 
But  the  profitablenefs  of  it  is  much  greater 
as  it  refpe£ls  another  life.     The  defign  of 
religion  is  to  form  and  difpofe  us  for  the 
reception  of  thofe  good  things,  which  GOD 
has  prepared  for  them  that  love  him.    And 
therefore,  the  more  obfervant  we  are  of 
its  precepts,  the  better  fitted  are  we  to  en 
joy  its  prpmifes :  and  the  higher  we  ad 
vance  in  grace  here,  the  brighter  we  fhall 
fhine  in  glory  hereafter.     Hence  then,  we 
fee  the  importance  of  every  kind  of  virtue, 
and  of  every  degree  of  goodnefs. — They 
are  attended  — always  attended — with  pro 
portionable 
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portionable  degrees  of  happinefs  ;  of  hajb- 
pinefs  improving  to  all  eternity.  And  if 
this  be  the  cafe,  as  it  certainly  is,  how  ear- 
nefrly  lliould  we  covet  the  mod  excellent 
gifts  ;  and  how  ardently  fliould  we  afpire 
to  the  moft  eminent  attainments  ?  To 
flop  fliort  of  any  attainable  degree  of  vir- 
f  ue,  is  io  deprive  ourfelves  of  a  correfpond- 
Ing  increafe  of  happinefs  :  nay,  it  is  not 
only  to  deprive  ourfelves  of  all  the  happi 
nefs  immediately  refulting  from  that  de 
gree  of  virtue,  but  from  all  the  fubfequent 
increafe  of  its  eternally  growing  product. 

Some,  perhaps,  lefs  ambitious  of  fuch 
an  exceeding  weight  of  glory,  would  reft 
content  with  that  meafure  of  holinefs, 
which  is  juft  fufficient  to  admit  them  to 
heaven.  But,  then  I  would  afk  them,  or 
rather  perfuade  them  to  afk  themfelves, 
how  do  they  know,  when  they  are  poflefled 

of 
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of  that  neceflary  meafure  ?  or  indeed,  what 
that  neceffary  meafure  is  ?  Different  at 
tainments  in  piety,  under  different  cir- 
cumftances,  will  without  doubt,  carry 
different  perfons  to  heaven  ;  yet  no  perfon 
can  have  any  fecurity,  that  he  fliall  there 
arrive  at  the  loweft,  who  does  not  fincerely 
aim  at  the  highefl  happinefs.  It  is  the 
fincerity  of  our  endeavours  that  gives  them 
all  their  value  ;  and  there  is  reafon  to 
think  that  our  hearts  are  not  right — and 
that  we  ceafe  to  be  fmcere,  when  we  ceaie 
to  aim  at  the  utmoil  poffible  perfeftion* 
Befides, 

It  is  obfervable  both  of  the  endowments 
of  grace,  and  the  abilities  of  nature,  that 
unlefs  they  are  exercifed  and  improved, 
they  languifh  and  decay.  And  therefore, 
fhould  we  fuppofe  that  our  good  difpo- 
fitions  are,  at  prefent,  fo  ftrong  ;  and  our 

flock 
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flock  of  virtue  fo  great,  as  to  entitle  us  td 
a  high  ftation  in  the  joys  of  futurity  ;  yet, 
whenever  we  leave  off  increafmg  our  ftore, 
and  improving  our  habits,  we  are  in  dan 
ger  of  lofmg  the  things  we  had  gained ; 
and  failing,  at  laft,  of  our  full  reward. 

Since  then  the  only  way  to  make  our 
calling  and  ele<5lion  fure,  is,  to  grow  daily 
in  grace,  and  to  improve  daily  in  virtue  ; 
let  us  now  confider,  in  the 

Third  place,  by  what  means  fuch  im 
provement  may  be  made,  and  fuch  growth 
promoted. 

And  the  firft  that  recommends  itfelf  to 
us,  is  the  frequent  and  ferious  perufal  of 
the  holy  Scriptures  :  for  thefe  will  make 
us  wife  unto  falvation — inftruft  us  in  the 
nature  and  extent  of  our  duty  ;  lay  before 

us 
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us  the  mod  powerful  motives  of  obedience ; 
and  engage  our  compliance  by  the  mod 
alluring  examples. 

Being  thoroughly  enlightened,  dire£led 
and  encouraged  unto  all  good  works  ;  our 
next  care  fhould  be,  to  apply  to  GOD,  in 
the  offices  of  religion,  for  ftrength  and 
power  to  perform  them.  We  are  not  able, 
of  ourfelves,  to  do  any  thing,  as  of  our- 
felves ;  and  therefore  ftand  in  abfolute 
need  of  fupernatural  affiftance.  Such  re- 
quifite  aid  GOD  is  always  ready  to  impart, 
if  we  faithfully  feek  it  in  the  way  of  his 
ordinances.  For  thefe  ordinances  were 
eftablifhed  on  purpofe — to  fit  and  prepare 
us  for  the  grace  and  influence  of  the  HOLY 
SPIRIT — and  when  fo  fitted  and  prepared, 
to  convey  and  bring  down  his  grace  and 
influence  upon  us.  By  the  ufe  of  thefe 
means  we  ihall  find  ourfelves  ftrengthened 

with 
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with  might  in  the  inner  man ;  and  ren* 
dered  equal  to  the  difficulties  of  our  duty. 
But  to  engage  this  help,  and  fecure  this 
affiftance  of  the  Spirit,  we  muft  be  fure  to 
follow  his  motions,  and  to  concur  with  his 
operations.  And  if  we  become  fellow- 
workers  with  him,  we  fhall,  at  laft,  be 
conquerors  through  him. 

It  concerns  us  therefore  frequently  to 
review  our  lives,  and  clofely  to  examine 
our  condu6l — to  fee,  whether  we  employ 
every  opportunity,  and  improve  every  grace 
to  the  purpofes  of  virtue  and  goodnefs. 
'Without  this,  it  is  impoffible  for  us,  to 
know  our  real  flate  and  condition ;  and 
unlefs  we  know  our  condition,  we  can 
never  be  anxious  to  improve  it.  Let  us  then 
firmly  refolve  to  call  ourfelves  daily  to  ac 
count  ;  and  faithfully  to  adjuft  the  con 
cerns  of  our  fouls.  If  upon  fuch  a  retro- 
6  , 
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fpe£t  and  examination,  we  find  ourfelves 
backward  in  our  Chriflian  eourfe ;  and 
low  in  fpiritual  attainments  :  if  we  find 
ourfelves  either  fo  clogged  by  the  cares, 
entangled  in  the  pleafures,  or  oppreffed  by 
the  troubles  of  the  world,  that  we  cannot 
rife  to  any  confiderable  heights  in  piety ; 
then, 

Let  us  reflect,  in  the  laft  place,  that  as 
t-his  is  the  thing  to  which  we  are  called,  the 
only  thing  needful ;  fo  it  is  the  only  thing 
that  deferves  our  attention,  and  is  worth 
our  pains.  When  we  labour  for  the  things 
of  this  world,  we  labour  for  ihadows  and 
fhort>lived  vanities ;  but  whilft  we  are 
labouring  for  chriftian  perfection,  we  are 
labouring  for  eternity,  and  iecuring  to 
ourfelves  a  folid,  never-ending  happinefs. 
Whatever  enjoyments  the  world  may  pro* 
pofe,  let  us  coftfider— that  the  world  and  all 

O  its 
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its  enjoyments  muft  fhortly  have  an  end. 
"  The  laft  hour  will  foon  be  with  us,  when 
66  we  ihall  have  nothing  to  look  for,  blit 
"  our  reward  in  another  life  ; — when  we 
"  fhall   ftand  with   nothing   but  eternity 
before  us  ; — and  muft  begin  to  be  fome- 
thing — that  will  be    our  ftate  for  ever. 
Let  us  then  provide  againft  this  impor- 
"  tant  hour,  and  look  out,  in  time,  for 
"  comfort.    Let  us  treafure  up  fuch  a  fund 
"  of  good  works  as  may  enable  us  to  bear 
"  that  flate,  which  cannot  be  borne  with- 
"  out  them."    But  fuch  works — fuch  good 
works — will   not  only  enable  us  to  bear, 
but  alfo  to  enjoy,  that  future  ftate.     For 
the  more  perfe£l  we  make  ourfelves  here, 
the  more   happy  we   fhall    be  hereafter. 
And  is  not  this,  let  me  afk  you,  a  confi- 
deration  fufficient  in  reafon  to  excite  the 
moft  languid  to  afpire  with  earneftnefs  to 
every  improvement  in  Piety  and  Virtue  ? 

And 
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And  who,  that  truly  afpires  to  them,  may 
not  effectually  attain  them  ?  In  this  life, 
though  we  labour  ever  fo  hard,  we  may 
not,  with  all  our  pains,  either  acquire  any 
confiderable  enjoyments,  or  rife  to  any 
confiderable  eminence.  But  in  the  other 
life,  our  ftation  may  be  as  high,  and  our 
condition  as  happy,  as  ever  we  pleafe  to 
make  them.  All  the  glories  of  heaven, 
and  all  the  joys  at  GOD'S  right  hand,  lie 
open  to  us — invite  our  purfuit — and  will 
reward  our  fidelity.  Having  then,  my 
brethren,  an  entrance  adminiftered  into 
fuch  a  glorious  ftate,  let  us  do  all  we  can. 
to  gain  admittance*  Strait  indeed  is  the 
gate,  and  narrow  is  the  way  that  leadeth 
Into  this  blisful  life;  yet,  if  we  labour  and 
ftrive,  we  may  be  in  the  number  of  thofe 
who  pafs  it.  And  when  we  are  entered  in, 
we  fhall  find  that  our  labour  was  not  in 
vain  :  for,  we  fhall  find  an  happinefs  pro 
vided  for  us — .full  asourwifhes,  everlafting 

as  our  fouls. 

O  2  S  E  R- 
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EXODUS  20.— 8. 

REMEMBER  THE    SABBATH-DAY,    TO  KEEP  IT 
HOLY. 


J[  HIS  is  one  of  the  ten  commandments, 
which  GOD  delivered  to  the  Ifraelites  from 
mount  Sinai :  or  rather,  it  is  the  re- 
injun<5tion  of  a  command,  which  he  had 
before  given  to  ADAM  at  the  beginning  of 
the  world.  For,  in  the  hiftory  of  the 
creation,  written  by  MOSES,  it  is  faid — that 
^  GOD  bleffed  the  feventh  day,  and  fan£li- 
O  4.  "  fied 
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it  :"  that  is,  fet  it  apart  —  as  a  day  6f 
reft  from  bodily  labour,  and  a  day  to  be 
employed  in  holy  and  religions  a£ls  —  in 
admiring  the  glories  of  the  new-raifed  fa- 
brick  of  the  world,  and  adoring  the  per- 
fe<Stions  of  its  excellent  architect. 

This  firft  fabbath  indeed,  our  original  pa 
rents  muft,  by  the  very  emotions  of  nature, 
have  been  induced  to  celebrate,  though 
there  had  been  no  command.  Created,  as 
they  were,  at  the  clofe  of  the  fixth  day9 
they  did,  of  courfe,  begin  the  feventh  wfth 
the  contemplation  of  the  world  around 
them  :  and  when  they  beheld  fo  much 
power,  wifdom  and  goodnefs,  difplayed 
through  the  whole,  and  fupereminently 
exemplified  in  themfelves  ;  they  could  not 
fail  to  give  thanks  unto  the  LORD  with  their 
whole  hearts,  and  to  fpeak  pf  all  his  mar 
vellous  works. 

But 
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But  how  lively  foever  thefe  grateful  irn- 
preffions  might  have  been,  and  how  warmly 
foever,  in  confequence  of  tliofe  impref- 
fions,  their  devotion  might  flow,  at  firft ; 
yet,  a  little  time,  without  fomething  to 
revive  them,  would  have  cooled  the  one, 
and  effaced  the  other.  An  uninterrupted 
converfe  with  the  objects  of  fenfe,  and  a 
clofe  application  to  thepurfuits  of  life,  muft 
neceffarily  have  diverted  their  attention, 
and  withdrawn  their  regard,  from  the  things 
pertaining  to  GOD.  To  break  the  force 
of  fuch  worldly  attachment,  and  to  keep 
alive  a  fenfe  of  religion,  one  day  in  every 
feven  was,  from  the  beginning,  appointed 
to  be  kept  holy  unto  the  LORD,  and  to  be 
employed  in  his  worfhip  and  fervice. 

But  if  fuch  an  inftitution  were  neceffary 
to  preferve  in  the  minds  of  our  firft  parents 
the  remembrance  of  the  creation,  and  of 

the 
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the  duties,  they  owed  to  their  great  Creator; 
then  the  fame  institution  is  equally  neceffary 
to  preferve  in  the  minds  of  all  their  chil 
dren  the  remembrance  of  the  fame  truths. 
The  reafon  of  this  appointment  then,  being 
thus  founded  in  the  conftitution  of  human 
nature,  and  the  appointment  itfelf  being 
equally  conducive  to  the  improvement  and 
happinefs  of  all  mankind ;  it  clearly  fol 
lows,  that  all  mankind  are  equally  inclu 
ded   under   the    original    command,    and 
equally   bound    to    obferve    and   obey   it. 
From  this  fhort  account  of  the  inftitution 
of  the  Sabbath,  it  plainly  appears,  that  it 
was  not  merely  intended  for  a  day  of  reft, 
but  alfo  for  a  day  of  public  worfhip.    Nay, 
fo  far  is  the  bare  reft,  or  fufpenfion  of  la 
bour,  from  anfwering  the  defign  of  the  in 
ftitution,  that,  with  refpecl  to  mankind, 
reft  was  only  therefore  commanded,  that 
they  might  be  at  leifure  to  attend  the  fer- 
vice  of  GOD.  In 
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In  thefe  religious  fervices,  at  firft,  GOD 
was  confidered  as  the  Creator  and  Gover- 
nour  of  the  world  ;  and  the  adoration  then 
paid  him  was  chiefly  adapted  to  thofe  rela 
tions.  Some  general  acknowledgment  the 
faithful,  we  may  fuppofe,  did  likewife  make 
of  their  belief  in  the  promifed  MESSIAH  3 
and  clofed  the  whole  with  thankfgivings 
for  all  experienced,  and  fupplications  for 
all  expefted,  mercies. 

In  after-times,  when  the  Ifraelites  were 
delivered  from  the  bondage  of  Egypt,  the 
celebration  of  the  Sabbath  was,  by  the  ap 
pointment  of  GOD  himfelf,  made  the  me 
morial  of  that  deliverance ;  and  the  ac 
knowledgment  of  the  divine  goodnefs  in 
that  fignal  mercy  was  probably  fuperadded 
to  the  fervice  of  the  day. 

But,  as  this  deliverance  from  Egypt  was 

only 
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only  a  prelude  to,  and  a  type  of  our  Re 
demption  by  CHRIST  j  the  memorial  of  the 
type  was  confequently  dropt,  when  the 
thing  typified  was  known  to  be  accom- 
plifhed.  The  Sabbath,  indeed,  was  ftill 
celebrated  ;  but  the  time  of  its  celebration 
was  changed.  For,  as  our  redemption  was 
finally  accompliflied  by  our  Saviour's  ri- 
fing  from  the  dead  on  the  firft  day  of  the 
week,  therefore  his  Apoftles,  without  de 
parting  from  the  primitive  inftitution  of 
one  day  in  feven,  made  the  day  of  his  re- 
furreftion  the  day  of  affembling  for  the 
worfhip  of  GOD,  both  as  Creator  and  Re 
deemer.  And  all  Chriftians,  with  as  great 
propriety  as  unanimity,  have  obferved  the 
fame  ever  fmce,  in  imitation  of  their  ex 
ample* 

Thus  you  perceive  for  what   end   the 
Sabbath  was  firft  appointed,  and  hotv  it 

after- 
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afterwards  came  to  be  changed.  Though, 
under  all  changes,  the  end  was  ftill  the 
fame.  And  in  truth  a  gracious  and  wife 
end  it  is.  For  in  the  road  of  life,  where 
worldly  concerns  prefs  fo  thick,  and  folicit 
our  purfuit  with  fo  much  importunity  ;  it 
is  impoffible  for  us  to  maintain  a  proper 
fenfe  of  Religion,  unlefs  we  retire  at  Hated 
times,  and  apply  ourfelves  to  prayer  and 
meditation.  Indeed,  as  our  fouls  are  fo 
clofely  united  to  flefh,  and  fo  prone  to  fink 
into  fenfuality,  frequent  application  to 
fuch  exercifes  is  no  more  than  fufficient  to 
prefer ve  it.  Hence  it  is  much  to  be  feared, 
that  the  flame  of  devotion,  which  the 
public  fervice  of  one  Sunday  may  have 
raifed,  will  be  nearly  extjnguifhed,  if  not 
daily  fed,  before  the  next  arrives.  And 
if  the  weekly  fervices  of  the  church,  with 
only  the  intermiffion  of  fix  days'  devotion, 
cannot  make  the  comers  thereunto  pef- 
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fe6t  ;  how  far  from  Chriftian  perfection 
muft  they  be,  who  negle£t  both  public  and 
private  devotion ! 

.!/«.'     «/         •    .~-      -I         *-•'..-  -i-;J  •*  '      <       -  c'-i',      ,.  JL       J.'ft    •< 

As  this  inftitution  then  was  entirely  de- 
figned  for  the  fecurity  and  advancement  of 
our  happinefs ;  we  are  bound  by  intereft 
as  well  as  duty  to  fhew  a  due  and  conftant 
regard  to  it ;  or  elfe  we  fhall  incur  the 
guilt,  not  only  of  difobeying  an  exprefs 
command  of  GOD,  but  alfo  of  defeating 
one  of  the  mod  gracious  defigns  that  his 
wifdom  could  contrive  for  the  good  and 
benefit  of  our  fouls. 

Now  this  guilt  may  be  contracted,  either 
by  negle6ling  the  LORD'S- day,  or  by  pro 
faning  it. 

The  Sabbath  is  a  day  to  be  kept  holy  to 
the  LORD  ;  that  is,  to  be  entirely  devoted 

to 
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to  his  fervice.  But  the  principal  part  of 
his  fervice  is  public  woriliip.  And  there 
fore  an  habitual  abfence  from  that  worfhip 
is  one  of  the  moft  glaring  inftances  of  the 
negle£t  of  his  day.  An  inftance — that 
proves  thofe  who  are  guilty  of  it  to  be 
equally  regardlefs  of  their  own  welfare,  as 
of  GOD'S  honour.  For  what  can  be  a  clearer 
proof,  that  men  care  not  to  improve  in 
virtue,  and  confequently  in  happinefs,  than 
wilfully  to  abfent  themfelves  from  that  or 
dinance,  which  was  purpofely  appointed 
for  their  improvement  ?  To  fuch,  I  have 
nothing  more  to  fay.  To  you,  whofe  ap 
pearance  in  this  place  indicates  another 
temper,  I  would  offer  the  words  of  con 
gratulation.  Herein,  however,  let  us  not 
think  of  ourfelves  more  highly  than  we 
ought  to  think.  We  may  appear  in  this 
place,  and  yet,  through  the  want  of  at- 
tentivenefs  and  devotion,  may  be  charge 
able 
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able  at  the  fame  time  with  a  negleft  very 
little  inferior  to  theirs  who  never  appear  at 
all.  For,  to  be  inattentive  when  prefent, 
is,  in  effe6i,  to  be  abfent.  Mere  bodily 
worfhip,  to  fay  the  moft  of  it,  is  but  a  fu^ 
perficial  fhew  of  Religion,  And  in  this 
fuperficial  way,  we  may  be  very  pun6lual 
in  our  attendance  on  the  public  worfhip 
all  our  lives,  and  yet  be  never  the  better 
Chriftians. 

GOD  is  a  Spirit ;  and  they  that  worfhip 
him  truly,  muft  worfhip  him  in  Spirit.  But 
the  foul  is  the  only  Spiritual  part  of  our 
compofition ;  and  therefore  it  is  the  foul 
alone  that  can  approach  and  converfe  with 
a  pure  Spiritual  Being.  Nor  can  we  other^ 
wife,  through  our  fouls,  make  this  ap 
proach, — otherwife  maintain  this  conver- 
iation  with  him,  than  by  keeping  our 
thoughts  fixed  upon  him.  It  muft  be  al- 

lowedj 
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lowed,  that  to  raife  our  carnal  minds  to  the 
contemplation  of  fpiritual  things  is  very 
difficult ;  and  when  raifed,  to  keep  them 
fixed,  much  more  difficult.  But  neverthe- 
lefs,  as  the  efficacy  of  our  devotion  depends 
upon  our  attention ;  we  fhould,  by  allmeans^ 
endeavour  to  acquire  it.  And  means  there 
are,  which,  duly  employed,  will  effe6tu* 
ally  produce  it* 

The  chief  reafon  why  our  thoughts  are 
fo  little  intent  upon  GOD,  isy  that  they  are 
too  much  attached  to  the  world.  They  are 
fo  entangled  in  the  bufmefs  of  the  week$ 
that  a  Sunday's  retreat  cannot  difengage 
them.  And  therefore  the  firft  ftep  towards 
the  attainment  of  a  devout  attention,  is  to 

*     V  '. ',' 

moderate  our  concern  for  the  bufmefs  of 
life*  and  withdraw  our  affections  from  the 
World.  * 

.  *  ti  '• 
P  When 
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When  the  concerns  of  the  world  are  thus 
banifhed,  and  the  heart  is  prepared  for  the 
exercife  of  religion  ;  thdt  which  mud  fix 
.our  attention,  through  the  feveral  parts  of 
divine  worfnip,  is,  a  thorough  fenfe  of  the 
manifold  wants  we  have  to  be  fupplied, — 
and  a  thorough  conviction,  that  fincere, 
warm,  lively  devotion  is  the  means  of  ob 
taining  a  fupply  for  them. 

S  '       I. 

Let  us  but  enter  on  the  public  worfhip, 
with  a  deep  and  due  fenfe  of  our  repeated 
offences  againft  GOD,  and  of  the  dreadful 
confequences  thereunto  annexed  ;  and  this 
alone  will  make  us  both  penitently  ferious 
In  the  confefllon  of  thofe  offences,  and 
humbly  grateful  for  the  declaration  that  is 
made  of  the  remiffion  of  them. 

Let  us  but  be  convinced  of  our  natural 
weaknefs  and  acquired  depravity— of  our 

indif- 
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indifpofition  and  inability  to  perform,  as 
we  ought,  the  will  of  GOD  ;  and  that  con- 
vi6lion  will,  of  courfe,  enliven  our  devo 
tion  and  communicate  a  warmth  to  thofe 
addreffes  we  make  to  him  for  the  fupplies 
of  his  grace,  and  the  affiftance  of  his  Holy 
Spirit. 

Let  us  but  fedately  reflect,  how  frail 
our  conftitution  is, — to  what  miferies  and 
dangers  we  are  conftantly  expofed  ;  and 
that  very  reflection  will  be  fufficient  to  keep 
us  devout  and  attentive,  whenever  we  im 
plore  the  aid  and  protection  of  Heaven, 

Laftly,  let  us  but  confider  what  num- 
berlefs  bieflings  the  divine  goodnefs  daily 
and  hourly  confers  upon  us  ;  and  our  gra 
titude  will  engage  all  the  powers  of  our 
fouls,  when  we  offer  up  our  praifes  and 
thankfgivings  for  them. 

P  2  Thefe 
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Thefe  are  lure  methods,  whereby  the 
fpirit  of  prayer  may  be  excited,  quickened, 
and  kept  alive  within  us ;  and  which 
therefore  we  fhould  be  careful  to  purfue 
and  to  improve.  Though  I  muft  not  forget 
to  add,  that  the  confideration  of  GOD'S  pe 
culiar  prefence  in  our  religious  affemblies 
contributes  not  a  little  to  the  fame  effect  ; 
as  it  induces  on  our  minds  a  reverential 
awe,  and  difpofes  us  to  ferioufnefs,  gra 
vity,  and  attention. 

I  have  hitherto  infifted  only  on  the  con- 
ftant  and  devout  performance  of  public 
worihip — as  being  the  moft  important  and 
neceflary  part  of  this  day's  folemnity.  But 
there  are  other  duties,  belonging  to  it, 
which,  though  of  a  more  private  nature, 
fhould,  by  no  means?  be  neglefted.— Even 
all  the  duties,  which  tend  to  improve, 
either  in  ourfclves  or  others,  the  know- 
^vT  •  ledge 
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ledge  and  practice  of  Religion.  Such  are, 
for  inftance — the  recolle£ting,  and  apply 
ing  to  ourfelves,  the  good  leffons  we  have 
learned — reading  the  holy  fcriptures  and 
other  pious  books  —  meditating  on  the 
works  of  nature  and  grace — examining  the 
paft  condu£l  of  our  lives,  and  Rating  and 
adjufting  the  accounts  of  our  fouls — and, 
if  we  are  parents  or  mafters,  the  inftru6t- 
ing  thofe  who  are  committed  to  our  care 
in  the  principles  and  duties  of  Chriftianity; 
and  reftraining  them  from  all  fuch  a£lions 
as  are  inconfiftent  with  the  facrednefs  of  a 
day  fet  apart  for  religious  purpofes. 

What  has  been  already  advanced  to  fhew 
the  finfulnefs  of  neglefting  the  LORD'S  day, 
is  of  much  greater  force  to  ihew  the  finful 
nefs  of  profaning  it.  For  this  latter  makes 
a  large  addition  of  guilt  to  the  former ; 
and  renders  the  fin  of  neglefting,  as  the 
P  3  Apof- 
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Apoftle  fpeaks,  exceeding  fmful.  When 
the  leifure  that  was  defigned  for  improve 
ment  in  virtue,  is  made  the  occafion  of  in- 
creafing  in  wickednefs  ;  when  the  time  that 
was  appointed  for  the  fervice  of  GOD,  is 
altogether  employed  in  the  fervice  of  Satan, 
the  guilt  is  aggravated  to  the  higheft  pitch 
that  human  corruption  is  able  to  raife  it. 

*-''  * 
Inftances  of  fuch  guilt,  great  as  it  is,  we 

fee,  alas  !  too  many.  Should  they  become 
general,  what  infinite  detriment  would  it 
be  to  the  world  ?  And  yet^  every  man, 
who,  on  this  day,  wilfully  negle6ls  the 
fervice  of  GOD,  is  in  a  ready  way  to  add  to 
their  number.  For  what  is  the  neglect  of 
GOD'S  worihip,  but  the  negle6l  of  that 
which  is  the  proper  culture  of  the  Soul, 
and  which  alone  can  prevent  a  man  from 


becoming  abandoned  ? 


In 
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In  the  patriarchal  times,  when  religious 
knowledge  was  altogether  conveyed  by 
oral  tradition,  and  thofe  traditions  were 
chiefly  delivered  in  their  public  afiemblies 
on  the  Sabbath-days  ;  it  is  eafy  to  lee  of 
what  great  importance  a  due  attendance 
upon  thofe  affemblies  muft  have  been.  The 
prefervation  of  religion  in  the  world  evi 
dently  depended  upon  it.  And  the  fpeedy 
decay  of  piety,  together  with  the  quick 
growth  of  immorality,  fo  juftly  remarka 
ble  in  thofe  early  times,  can  be  attributed 
to  nothing  with  fo  much  probability,  as  to 
their  negle£t  of  afiembling  themfelves  to 
gether — as  the  manner  of  fome  now  is. 

But  are  not  thefe  considerations  almoft 
equally  applicable  to  the  prefent  age  ? 
What !  Though  we  live  in  the  bleffed. 
days  of  a  written  Gofpcl,  and  enjoy  it  in  a 
language  which  we  all  underftand  ;  yet, 

P  4  does 
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does  not  the  misfortune  of  not  knowing  letters 
reduce  many  of  us  to  the  ignorant  ftate  of 
our  primitive  ancefcors  ?  And  of  thofe  who 
can  read  the  Scriptures,  how  few,  in  corn* 
parifon,  are  they  who  can  read  them  with 
judgment  and  profit  !  Something,  to  be 
fure,  they  will  learn  from  them.  They 
will  learn  at  lead  to  be  convinced  of  their 
own  ignorance,  and  of  the  great  ufe  of 
public  inftru6tion. 

Thcfe  reflexions,  one  would  think, 
ihould  have  a  peculiar  influence  upon  fome 
people  ;  and  yet,  what  little  weight  they 
have  with  thofe  who  are  moft  concerned, 
is  obvious  from  hence — that  they,  who, 
for  the  fake  of  gaining  inftruction,  ought 
of  all  men  to  frequent  the  church  inpft,  in 
attend  it  leaft. 
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But,  though  I  have  made  the  ignorance 
of  the  lower  fort  a  peculiar  argument  for 
their  attendance  ;  thofe  in  a  more  exalted 
fituation,  however,  muft  in  no  wife  ima 
gine,  that  their .  knowledge  will  excufe 
their  abfence.  So  far  from  it,  that  this 
very  confideration  fhould  make  them  con- 
ftant.  For  they,  whom  uGoD  hath  diftin- 
guifhed  with  greater  marks  of  his  bounty 
,and  favour,  are,  in  gratitude,  obliged  to 
diftinguifh  themfelves  by  greater  degrees  of 
public  acknowledgment.  So  that  \ve  are, 
with  refpe£t  to  this  duty,  high  and  low,  all 
upon  an  equality  ;  equally  bound  to  pen, 
form  it  devoutly,  and  equally  benefited 
by  the  performance, 

Loud  are  the  complaints — of  the  depra- 

•*• 
yity  of  the  age.     Would  we  then  make  it 

better  ?     Let  the  reformation  begin  with 

the  confcientious  obferyance  of  this  day. 

3  Sunday 
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Sunday  well  fpent  will  extend  its  influence 
through  the  whole  week.  Weeks  improved 
will  better  months — and  months,  years.  It 
is  agreed  on  all  hands,  that  the  virtue  and 
morals  of  mankind  can  be  improved  and 
fupported  only  by  Religion.  But  what  is 
to  fupport  Religion  itfelf  ?  Various  indeed 
are  the  means  that  may  help  towards  it; 
but  there  is  one  mean  worth  them  all,  and 
without  which  all  the  reft  will  be  ineffec 
tual :  this  GOD,  in  his  wifdom  has  provided 
for  us,  and  bound  upon  us — and  is  no  other 
than  the  regular  obfervation  of  his  Holy 
Day. 

Since  therefore  fo  much  depends  upon 
this  duty,  it  becomes  every  one's  concern, 
as  he  tenders  the  honour  of  GOD,  and  the 
welfare  of  Religion — as  he  values  his  own 
happinefs— the  happinefs  of  his  family,  or 
the  happinefs  of  fociety — it  concerns  him, 

2  I 
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I  fay,  by  example,  by  authority,  by  in- 
ftru6lion,  by  every  method  in  his  power,  to 
encourage  and  promote  the  practice  of  it. 
And  was  our  light  fo  to  fhirie — was  our  re 
gard  for  Religion  fo  to  appear  before  men, 
feveral  who  are  now  negligent,  feeing  our 
good  works,  might  be  induced  to  tread  in 
our  fteps,  and  follow  us  to  this  place  to  glo 
rify  our  Father  who  is  in  heaven.  And  in 
that  cafe,  how  infinitely  great  would  be 
our  comfort  here ;  how  infinitely  glorious 
our  reward  hereafter  !  For  they  that  turn 
many  to  righteoufnefs  (hall  fhine  forth  as 
the  ftars  for  ever  and  ever. 
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i  PETER  iv.— 18. 

AND  IF  THE  RIGHTEOUS  SCARCELY  BE  SAVED, 
WHERE  SHALL  THE  UNGODLY  AND  THE 
SINNER  APPEAR  ? 


chriftianity  is  no  idle  profefli- 
on> — that  the  attainment  of  falvation  is  no 
eafy  undertaking, — muft  needs,  I  think,  be 
evident  to  uS9  from  the  laborioufnefs  of 
thofe  exercifes,  and  the  hardihips  of  thofe 


em- 
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employments,  with  which  the  fcriptureJ 
compares  it.  And  yet,  if  we  take  a  view 
of  the  world,  and  obferve  the  general  con-- 
du6t  of  Chriftians,  it  fhould  feem  as  if  they 
were  actuated  by  another  opinion  ; — as  if 
they  thought  Religion  to  be  as  indulgent^ 
as  it  is  merciful ; — as  eafy  to  be  pra£tifed* 
as  it  is  to  be  profefied. 

For  if  here  and  there  we  fee  a  few,  who, 
confcious  of  the  neceflity  of  a  good  life* 
follow  Righteoufnefs  with  diligence  and 
afliduity  ;  what  an  infinite  number  do  we 
fee  befides,  who  give  themfelves  up  to  their 
bufmefs,  or  their  pleafures,  fforangely  re- 
gardlefs  of  that  great  concern  ?  Our  SA 
VIOUR,  it  is  true,  has  fmoothed  our  road, 
In  a  wonderful  degree,  to  eternal  happi- 
nefs  ;  and  the  Holy  Spirit  is  always  ready 
to  affift  our  progrefs  in  the  way  of  falvation. 
But  neverthelefs?  our  road  in  reality  is  nei 
ther 
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ther  fo  fmooth,  nor  that  progrefs  fo  eafy 
to  be  made,  as  we  generally  imagine* 
Great  difficulties  ftill  remain  ;  and  duties, 
hard  to  be  performed,  are  required  of  us  : 
and  hence  it  is,  that  we  are  fo  frequently 
admoni(hed  by  our  SAVIOUR  and  his  Apof- 
tles  to  watch,  to  labour^  to  Jlrive,  that  we 
may  be  able  to  obtain  the  end  of  our  call 
ing.  But  we  are  no  where  excited  to  a 
careful  difcharge  of  our  Chriftian  duties  by 
a  more  powerful  argument  than  what  is 
couched  in  the  words  of  the  text ;  which 
equally  comprehend  both  forts  of  men  in 
the  world  : — as  well  thofe,  who  vigoroufiy 
purfue  the  means  of  Salvation ;  as  thofe, 
who  are  remifs,  or  totally  negligent  of 
their  duty. 

To  fupport  and  perpetuate  the  diligence 
of  the  former,  they  are  here  allured,  that 
all  their  endeavours  are  but  juft  fofficient. 

And 
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And  to  confound  and  quafh  the  vain  hopes 
of  the  latter,  they  are  given  to  underftand, 
that  the  Righteous  with  all  their  care  are 
fcarcely  faved  :  and  confequently,  that  their 
own  condition  muft  be  dreadful,  and  full 
of  danger.  For  "  if  the  righteous  be  fcarcely 
"  faved,  where  ihall  the  ungodly  and  the 
"  finner  appear  r 


r" 


To  enforce  this  confideration  upon  each 
fort  of  men,  is  the  great  defign  of  thefe 
alarming  words  ;  whofe  import,  that  they 
may  the  better  obtain  their  effedt,  I  am  now 
going  to  fet  before  you. 

The  Apoftle  here  affirms,  that  even  the 
Righteous  is  fcarcely  faved.  Not  that  he 
would  be  thought  to  mean,  that  the  Righ 
teous  fhall  not  be  faved  ;  for  he  that  fear- 
eth  GOD  and  keepeth  his  commandments, 
is,  through  the  merits  of  CHRIST,  fecure  of 
*  SaU 
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Salvation  by  the  Gofpel-covenant  :  but 
his  meaning  is,  that  the  Religion,  which 
by  this  covenant  we  engage  to  obferve,  and 
the  fervice  we  are  obliged  to  perform,  is  a 
work  of  great  difficulty  ;  and  requires  no 
lefs,  than  the  conflant  labour  of  our  whole 
lives,  to  be  difcharged  in  a  proper  manner. 
The  Righteous  (hall  certainly  be  faved:  but 
then,  the  Chriftian  character  of  a  Righ 
teous  man  implies  much  more  than  the 
world  commonly  annexes  to  it.  It  is  not 
merely  to  be  chafte  and  temperate  —  it  is  not 
merely  to  be  juft  or  generous  —  it  is  not 
merely  to  be  devout  and  charitable  :  in 
fhort,  it  is  not  to  abftain  from  this  or  that 
vice,  and  to  praftife  this  or  the  other  vir 
tue  ;  but  it  is  to  avoid  every  kind  and  de 
gree  of  fin,  and  to  do  the  will  of  GOD  with, 
the  whole  heart, 


This 
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This  is  what  we  undertook  to  perform — - 
at  our  entrance  into  the  Chriftian  covenant, 
For  then  we  folemnly  renounced  the  world, 
thefldh  and  the  devil ;  and  promifed,  that, 
in  our  future  condu6l  and  converfation,  we 
fhould  be  fo  far  from  fuffering  ourfelves  to 
be  led  by  their  fuggeftions,  that,  on  the 
contrary, — we  fhould  he  always  attentive 
to  the  commandments  of  GOD,  and  walk 
in  the  fame  all  the  days  of  our  lives. 

Then  only  are  we  "Righteous,"  when  we 
fulfil  the  conditions  of  this  obligation — 
when  we  live  as  becometh  the  Gofpel  of 
CHRIST — when  we  avoid  the  corruption 
that  is  in  the  world — and  cleanfe  ourfelves 
from  all  filthinefs  of  flefh  and  fpirit,  per- 
fefting  holinefs  in  the  fear  of  GOD.  And 
can  that  man,  who  purfues  the  popular 
modes  and  cuftoms  of  the  world — who  is 
anxioufly  engaged  in  bufmefs,  bafely  im- 

merfed 
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merfed  in  pleafures,  or  ufelefsly  funk  in 
indolence — ever  imagine  that  he  is  a6ling 
the  part  of  a  true  Chriftian,  or  likely  to 
anfwer  his  baptifmal  engagements  ?  Or 
can  he,  who,  perceiving  the  vanity  of 
thefe  purfuits,  has  turned  his  thoughts  to 
the  concerns  of  his  Soul,  and  made  fome 
progrefs  in  the  way  of  Godlinefs,  ever  want 
to  be  convinced  of  the  burden  of  his  duty, 
and  the  difficulty  of  performing  it  as  it 
ought  to  be  done  ?  Will  not  the  trouble 
he  finds  in  conquering  his  reluftancy  to 
that  which  is  good,  and  the  conftant  di 
ligence  he  is  obliged  to  exert  in  curbing  his 
propenfity  to  that  which  is  evil,  fuffici- 
ently  teach  him  the  hardships  of  his  un 
dertaking  ?  Does  not  the  conflift  he  feels 
in  fubduing  his  paffions,  and  reftraining 
his  appetites  within  proper  bounds,  plainly 
prove  to  him,  that  the  practice  of  Religion 
is  a  difficult  tafk  ?  And  yet,  thefe  are  only 

the 
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the  difficulties  of  his  privacy — of  that  con 
dition  in  which  he  is  moft  fecure.  For — - 
when  he  comes  into  the  world,  is  afTaulted 
by  temptations  on  every  fide,  and  feduced 
by  every  fenfe,  what  care  and  caution  is  he 
obliged  to  ufe,  what  vigour  and  resolution 
is  he  forced  to  exert,  what  mortification 
and  feif-denial  is  he  bound  to  exercife,  in 
order  to -withftand  their  fatal  influence,  and 
maintain  his  integrity  in  fuch  dangerous 
attacks  ?  Nay,  and  when  he  has  done  his 
utmoft  to  keep  his  heart  pure  and  undefi- 
led,  fomething  wrong,  of  one  kind  or  other, 
will  be  continually  Hiding  in — to  fully  his 
virtue,  and  to  difturb  his  peace. 

But  fuppofe  that  he  has  vanquiflied  all 
thefe  difficulties  : — that  he  has  brought  his 
paffions  under  due  regulation — hardened 
himfelf  againit  the  allurements  of  tempta 
tions—and  confequently  can  refrain  from 

the 
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the  cornmiffion  of  evil ;  yet  (till  he  muft  pafs 
through  a  painful  flage  of  a6live  duties  be 
fore  he  can  attain  the  perfedlion  of  a  Chrif- 
tian.  For  we  are  not  only  bound  to  efchew 
evil,  but  alfo  commanded  to  do  good  :  we 
are  not  only  to  refrain  from  vicious  a6lions, 
but  muft  labour  to  advance  in  virtue,  by 
the  exercife  of  thofe  duties,  which  we 
owe  both  to  GOD  and  man, 

To  this  end,  we  muft  be  conflant  and 
devout  in  the  worfhip  of  our  GOD,  and 
ready  in  all  a6ls  of  benevolence  to  our 
neighbour.  In  the  church  we  muft  adore, 
in  our  clofets  we  muft  meditate  on,  our 
Creator  ;  we  muft  ferve  him  in  all  the  or 
dinances  he  has  prefcribed,  and  efpecially 
in  the  celebration  of  the  LORD'S  fupper. 
And  in  all  thefe  applications  to  GOD,  let 
us  ever  bear  in  mind,  that  our  hearts  muft 
be  prepared  and  fan6tiiied,  and  our  affec- 

tions 
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tions  kept  warm  and  fteady,  left  we  fhould 
otherwife — not  only  offer  an  unprofitable 
facrifice— but  unhappily  convert  the  means 
of  our  improvement  into  an  occafion  of  fin, 
and  inflruments  of  deftruclion. 

When  we  have  thus  difcharged  our  duty 
to  GOD,  then  our  neighbour  claims  our  at 
tention.  And  with  regard  to  Aim,  how 
wide  is  the  extent  and  compafs  of  our  du 
ty  ?  And  how  hard  is  it  to  accomplish 
thofe  various  demands,  which  daily  and 
hourly  fpring  upon  us  from  fome  or  other 
of  the  relations  of  life  ?  And  yet,  any  of 
thefe  demands,  left  unaccompliihed,  ren 
der  us  defective  in  our  Chriftian  character, 
and  criminal  in  the  fight  of  GOD. 

Now,  if  \ye  refie£i  on  thefe  manifold 
obligations,  and  confider  with  ourfelves, 
how  much  it  is — that  we  owe  to  the  honour 

and 
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and  fervice  of  GOD,  to  the  welfare  and  be 
nefit  of  our  neighbour,  and  to  the  inftruo 
tion  and  difcipline  of  our  own  Souls,  we 
{hall  be  fo  far  from  difputing  the  Apoflle's 
aflfertion  "  of  the  Righteous  being  fcarcely 
faved,"  that  we  {hall  rather  be  tempted, 
on  fuch  a  view  of  Religion,  to  doubt  the 
poffibility  of  Salvation. 

And  indeed,  were  GOD  fo  rigid  a  judge 
as  to  infift  on  a  finlefs  and  perfe£t  obfer- 
vance  of  all  thefe  duties — were  he  extreme 
to  remark  whatever  happened  to  be  done 
amifs,  without  making  any  allowance  for 
our  infirmities, — what  mortal  could  ftand 
before  him  ?  But,  to  our  comfort,  there 
is  mercy  with  him  ;  and  our  labour  is  not 
in  vain.  For  the  fake  of  CHRIST,  he  is  gra- 
cioufly  pleafed  to  overlook  our  failings;  and 
to  accept  of  fmcerity  inftead  of  perfe£tion. 
But  then  it  mufl  be  remembered,  and  care- 
2  fully 
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fully  remembered,  that  this  fmcerity  plain 
ly  implies,  that  we  vigoroufly  exert  all  our 
endeavours  ;  and  ftudy  to  obey  him  to  the 
utmoft  of  our  power.  Single  a6ls  of  tranf- 
greffion,  committed  through  furprife  or 
weaknefs,  are  not  of  fuch  malignity,  as  to 
cut  us  off  from  the  love  of  GOD,  or  exclude 
lis  from  the  number  of  the  Righteous. 
They  are  incident  to  our  nature,  and  there 
fore  pardonable*  But  wilful  tranfgreffions 
are  of  another  kind  ;  and  he  who  fo  offends 
In  any  one  point,  is  in  effe6l  guilty  of  the 
whole  law.  Pardon  extends  only  to  our 
imperfe&ions — and  not  to  ourperverfe,  un- 
repented  tranfgreffions.  If  we  cannot  live 
up  to  an  exa6l  conformity  with  the  precepts 
delivered,  it  is  however  incumbent  upon 
us  to  come  as  near  them  as  we  poffibly  can. 
This  is  effential  to  Gofpel-Righteoufnefs  : 
and  our  weaknefs  is  fo  far  from  rendering 
the  burden  of  our  duty  lighter  to  us,  that 

it 
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it  manifeftly  adds  to  the  weight  of  it ;  and 
is  itfelf  an  argument,  that  the  Righteous 
can  fcarcely  be  faved. 

But  if  this  be  the  cafe  of  the  virtuous 
and  good,  then,  how  fad  muft  be  the  con 
dition,  and  how  terrible  the  profpe6t,  of 
the  ungodly  and  the  finner  !  If  he,  who 
is  attentive  to  the  calls  of  Religion,  and 
Induftrious  in  his  obedience  to  the  com 
mands  of  GOD— who  ftrenuoufly  labours  to 
fubdue  his  corruption,  and  to  keep  him- 
felf  free  from  the  pollutions  of  fin — if  this 
man,  I  fay,  after  all  his  trouble,  does  but 
fcarcely  attain  to  eternal  happinefs  ;  then, 
what  can  he,  who  forgets  GOD,  and  dif- 
regards  his  Religion — who  profanes  his 
Sabbaths,  and  neglefts  his  worfhip — who 
gives  himfelf  up  to  the  conduct  of  his  paf- 
fions,  and  riots  in  the  pra6lice  of  known 
fins;  what  can  HE  poffibly  expeft, — -but 

that 
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that  he  lhall  be  forced  to  "  eat  of  the  bit 
ter  fruits  of  his  own  ways,  and  be  filled  at 
laft  with  the  wretched  produce  of  his  own 
devices?"  Without  Repentance  and  a 
Change  of  Life,  his  condition  muft  be 
dreadful  indeed.  And  if  by  the  Grace  of  4 
GOD  he  attempts  to  form  in  himfelf  this 
Change,  how  hard  a  matter  will  he  find 
it  to  keep  clofe  to  the  pra6lice  of  Virtue, 
when  he  has  been  long  accuftomed  to  do 
evil  ?  How  often  will  his  bad  habits,  even 
in  fpite  of  his  care  to  fupprefs  them,  re 
cover  their  ftrength,  and  lead  him  aftray  ? 
And  howflowly  muft  the  Graces  of  the  Gof- 
pel,  even  under  the  ftri6left  culture,  thrive 
in  fo  wayward  an  heart  ?  What  remorfe 
mull  he  feel  for  his  offences  paft  ?  And 
how  anxious  muft  he  be  for  the  time  to 
come,  left  the  day  of  vengeance  fhould 
unhappily  overtake  him,  before  he  is  de 
livered  from  the  fnares  of  fin,  and  has 

worked 
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worked  himfelf  into  the  favour  of  GOD  ? 
So  difficult  is  it,  even  for  the  moft  awaken-* 
ed  finner,  to  perform  thofe  duties,  and 
regain  that  ftate,  upon  which  depends  the 
promife  of  falvation.  And  yet,  if  thofe 
duties  be  not  performed,  and  that  virtuous 
ftate  abfolutely  recovered,  he  is  loft  and 
undone  for  ever.  If  he  prefumptuoufly 
relies  on  the  mercy  of  GOD,  it  is  fit  he 
Ihould  know,  that  this  mercy  is  fufficiently 
fhewn  in  accepting  his  Repentance,  and 
allowing  him  time  to  repent  in.  But  if  he 
does  not,  in  the  mean  while,  "  bring  forth 
fruits  meet  for  repentance/'  and  thoroughly 
amend  his  ways,  there  remains  nothing 
for  him  but  fearful  denunciations  of  judg 
ment  and  fiery  indignation  from  the  juftice 
of  GOD, 

"  Let  the  wicked  therefore  fbrfake  his 
ways,  and  the  unrighteous  man  his  thoughts ; 

and 


238  SERMON    XL 

and  let  him  return  unto  the  LORD,  that  h$ 
may  have  mercy  upon  him  ;  and  to  his 
GOD,  that  he  may  pardon  him*"  Let  him 
ferioufly  confider,  that  Religion  is  no  tri 
fling  concern — no  incident?!  bufmeis  to  be 
defpatched  at  pleafure  ;  but  a  fervice  of 
infinite  importance — necefiary  to  be  well 
and  accurately  performed,  and  yet  very 
difficult  to  be  fo  accomplished.  This  con- 
lideration,  if  he  has  any  love  or  regard  for 
his  foul,  will  inevitably  roufe  his  care,  and 
impel  him  forwards  in  the  path  of  duty. 
But — is  it  only  HIS  care  and  attention — is 
it  only  the  vigilance  of  the  thoughtlefs  fin- 
ner — that  wants  thus  to  be  raifed  and  im 
proved  ?  Have  we  not  all  of  us,  alas  ! 
great  reafon  to  bewail  our  negligence  in 
this  refpedt  ?  How  few  are  there  among 
us,  who  think  of  Religion  with  the  fe- 
rioufnefs  they  ought  ?  And  how  very  few, 
who  pra£tife  the  duties  of  it  with  the  exa6t- 

nefs 
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nefs  they  might  ?  We  acknowledge  that 
we  have  faults  that  want  to  be  correfted, 
and  yet  fuffer  them  to  remain  :  we  acknow 
ledge  that  there  are  virtues  which  it  behoves 
us  to  acquire,  and  yet  have  not  the  fpirit 
to  labour  for  the  attainment  of  them.  But 
is  this  to  a£l  as  we  have  the  Righteous  for 
an  example,  or  as  perfons  who  mean  to 
fecure  thernfelves  ?  Confider,  though  you 
are  now  content — perhaps  fully  fatisfied— 
with  your  prefent  degree  or  meafure  of 
goodnefs,  yet  the  time  is  haftening  on, 
when  you  will  fee  the  neceffity  of  higher 
attainments.  When  the  LORD  cometh  with 
ten  thoufand  of  his  Saints  to  render  to 
every  man  according  to  his  works,  what 
ardent  wifhes  (hall  we  pour  forth,  that  we 
had  been  more  induftrious  in  well-doing, 
and  had  fairer  accounts  to  give  ?  Let  us 
therefore,  I  befeech  you,  be  true  and  faith 
ful  to  thefe  dictates  of  nature  ;  and  fo  live 

at* 
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at  prefent,  as  we  fhall  then  be  fure  to  wifh 
we  had  lived.  The  difficulties  of  falvation 
ought  neither  to  difcourage  the  good,  nor 
to  deter  the  bad.  Their  ufe  is  to  confirm 
the  diligent,  and  to  awaken  the  negligent— 
to  increafe  the  refolution  of  the  one,  and 
to  expel  the  indolence  of  the  other.  Happy 
BOTH,  if  they  profit  by  them.  If  the  one 
is  encouraged  to  continue  his  courfe  fo  well 
begun  ;  and  the  other  is  perfuaded  to  re 
form  his  life,  and  provide  for  his  happinefs 
by  a  fpeedy  repentance. 


S£R- 
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LUKE  ii.— 32. 

A  LIGHT  TO  LIGHTEN  THE  GENTILES. 


A  O  perfons  who  read  the  revealed  ac 
count  of  the  difpenfations  of  providence 
towards  mankind  ;  that  is,  tq  perfons  who 
read  the  Holy  Scriptures,  in  a  curfory  and 
fuperficial  manner  ;  it  may  feem  perhaps, — 
as  if  GOD,  though  equally  the  Father  of  all; 
had  not  dealt  with  all— -after  the  fame  equi 
table  and  impartial  method. — It  may  feem 
perhaps,  as  if  He  were,  in  an  high  degree, 
R  2  a 
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a  refpe&er  of  perfons  ;  remarkably  atten 
tive,  and  peculiarly  favourable  to  fome  of 
his  children,  and  as  remarkably  regardlefsr 
and  ftrangely  negleftful  of  others. 

Of  this  partiality  fome  think  they  dif- 
cover  an  undeniable  in  fiance,  in  that  dif- 
tin6tion  He  made  between  Jews  and  Gen 
tiles.  And  indeed  it  cannot  be  denied,  but 
that  He  did  make,  through  a  long  feries  of 
years,  a  very  great  and  remarkable  differ 
ence  between  them. 

fe 

He  feparated  the  Jews  in  early  times, 
from  all  otfier  liations,  and  took  them  un 
der  his  own  immediate  guidance  and  pro- 
te&ion.  He  honoured  them  with  his  pre- 
fence — fupported  them  by  his  miracles — 
favoured  them  with  his  covenant — dire£t- 
ed  them  by  his  laws — awed  them  by  his 
threats — and  encouraged  them  by  his  pro- 

mifes. 
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mifes.  He  was  in  a  peculiar  manner  their 
GOD  ;  and  declared  them  to  be  his  eledl  and 
chofen  people — his  fpecial  and  peculiar 
inheritance. 

In  the  mean  while,  the  reft  of  mankind, 
comprehended  under  the  common  name  of 
Gentiles,  remained  in  appearance  deftitute 
and  forlorn — aliens  from  the  common 
wealth  of  Ifrael — Grangers  to  the  covenant 
of  promife — without  GOD,  without  reve 
lation,  without  knowledge,  and  without 
hope,  in  the  world. 

The  difference  of  their  condition  is  there 
fore  manifeft  ;  and  the  conduct  which  pro 
duced  it  may  appear,  in  a  contracted  view, 
unworthy  of  that  wife  and  gracious  Being, 
whofe  care  as  well  as  mercy  is  over  all  his 
works.  But  if  we  extend  our  profpedt 
around,  and  take  in  the  comprehenfive  cir- 
R  3  cuit 
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cuit  of  his  proceedings,  we  fhall  fee  rea- 
fon  to  corre6l  our  firft  conclufion,  and  to 
adore  the  wifdom  and  goodnefs  of  his  pro 
vidence  ;  which,  through  this  feemingly 
unequal  adminiftration,  has  been  conftant- 
ly  and  uniformly  operating  to  one  great 
and  glorious  end — the  real  happincfs  of 
the  whole  world. 

For  GOD  difpenfed  the  light  of  Revela 
tion,  and  declared  his  will  to  the  fons  of 
men,  in  fuch  a  manner  as  was  moft  ex 
pedient  on  fo  extraordinary  an  occafion- — 
in  fuch  a  degree  as  was  beft  adapted  to 
their  feveral  apprehenfions — and  at  a  time 
when  it  was  moft  likely  to  produce  its 
proper  effects. 

When  ignorance  and  fuperftition  pre 
vailed  in  the  world,  and  men  were  loft  in 
the  errors  of  idolatry,  GOD  was  pleafed  to 

call 
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call  forth  Abraham,  the  great  founder  of 
the  Jewifh  nation,  and  to  make  him  large 
and  previous  promifeS.  He  called  him 
forth,  becaufe  he  was  a  man  of  fingular 
piety — a  fit  perfon  to  propagate  that  true 
Religion  to  which  he  had  fo  firmly  and 
fteadily  adhered  :  GOD  made  him  thofe 
promifes  to  ftrengthen  his  faith,  and  to 
encourage  his  endeavours  in  that  great 
work,  which  he  had  appointed  him  to 
execute.  For,  as  he  had  declared,  that 
the  Meffiah,  in  whom  all  the  nations  of 
the  earth  were  to  be  blefled,  was  to  fpring 
from  his  loins  ;  fo  he  appointed  him  and 
his  pofterity  to  reform  and  improve  the 
reft  of  the  world ;  and  to  convey  down 
the  glad  tidings  of  that  fignal  mercy  that 
was  finally  intended  for  them- 

Accordingly,  when  he  had  thus  made 
thefe  pious  Patriarchs  public  vouchers  of 

R  4  his 
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his  Being  and  Providence,  and  teachers  of 
his  true  Religion  ;  he  fent  them  out  to  bear 
his  name  before  the  nations  ;  and  to  in- 
ftruft  them  in  the  ways  of  truth  and  righ- 
teoufnefs.  Out  they  proceeded,  and  GOD 
went  with  them  ;  difplayed  himfelf  mira-* 
culoufly  Before  them — not  for  their  fakes 
alone,  but  alfo,  to  make  his  power  known 
among  the  Heathen,  and  his  Divinity  ac<- 
knowledged  to  the  ends  of  the  earth. 

With  the  fame  gracious  view  to  the 
general  improvement  of  mankind,  when 
he  brought  up  the  Ifraelites  from  the  land 
of  Egypt,  he  placed  them  in  the  centre  of 
the  molt  diftinguilhed  nations ;  and  put 
them  under  fuch  a  difpenfation,  as  mud 
prove  in  the  event  equally  beneficial  to  the 
world,  whether  they  obeyed  him  or  obeyed 
him  not.  When  they  obeyed  GOD,  they 
profpered ;  ancj.  the  Cations  flowed  in  unto 

them, 
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them,  and  were  enlightened.  When  they 
difobeyed  him,  they  were  puniihed  with 
captivity ;  and,  fcattered  among  the  na 
tions,  taught  them  ftill.  So  that  in  either 
cafe,  the  Gentiles  were  fare  to  gain  know 
ledge  and  inftruftion  of  them. 

How  marvellous  are  the  counfels  of  GOD! 
and  how  wife  his  proceedings  !  But  we 
have  not  yet  confidered  all. 

For  when  he  had,  by  the  difcipline  of 
the  Mofaic  ceconomy,  recovered  the  Jews 
from  their  defection  and  idolatry,  and 
brought  them  to  the  obedience  and  ac 
knowledgment  of  Himfelf;  he  left  them, 
as  it  were,  for  a  time,  and  turned  his  re 
gard,  after  a  more  efpecial  manner,  to  the 
Gentiles,  In  confequence  of  this  regard, 
He  raifed  up  among  them  a  fucceffion  of 
philofophers,  who  may  juftly  be  looked 

upon 


25^  S  K  R  M  O  N 

upon  as  fo  many  heathen  apoftles  ;  labour 
ing  for  the  improvement  of  that  part  of 
the  world,  in  a  way  adapted  to  the  genius 
and  circumftances  of  the  people  they 
taught. 

Thefe   men  clearly  faw   the   depraved 
ftate   of   human    nature;    and   therefore 
flrongly  inculcated  the  great  neceflity  of 
^Reformation.     They  plainly  perceived  the 
grofs   abfurdities  of   the   reigning   fuper- 
ftitions ;  and  therefore  warmly  inveighed 
againft  them.     They  confiderably  cleared 
up  the  nature  and  attributes  of  the  Deity  ; 
and  re-eftablifhed  on  a  tolerable  founda 
tion  the  chief  principles  of  natural  religion. 
Truths,     indeed    many — and     important 
truths — there  were,  which  they  could  in 
no  wife  difcover.     What  they  did  difcover 
had  however  its  effefts ;  and  greatly  for 
warded  the  purpofes   of  Providence.     If 

they 
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they  could  not  entirely  difpel  the  darknefs, 
they  thinned  it  to  admiration.  They  cor- 
refted  errors,  removed  obftruclions,  and 
opened  the  way  to  fublimer  do£trines, 
fhould  any  fuch  be  offered. 

And  fuch,  by  the  kindly  defignation  of 
Providence,  did  offer  foon.  For,  about 
this  time,  the  Hebrew  Scriptures  were 
tranflated  into  Greek  ;  and  by  that  means 
conveyed  down  flill  greater  knowledge  to 
the  Gentiles.  In  thefe  Scriptures  they  faw 
the  tenets  of  their  philofophers,  in  feveral 
points,  confirmed ;  fettled  on  a  furer  bafis, 
and  raifed  to  higher  perfe6tion.  From 
thefe  Scriptures  they  learned  befides,  many 
things  of  which  before  they  had  no  inti 
mations.  They  learned  in  particular,  that 
a  Perfon  was  ihortly  to  come,  who  fhould 
make  up  the  defefts  of  reafon  and  philo- 
fophy  ;  declare  to  the  world  the  whole- 
will 
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will  of  GOD  ;  and  fupply  it  with  the 
means  of  life  and  happinefs.  Hence,  they 
were  prompted  ardently  to  wifti  for  the 
arrival  of  this  Perfon.  In  that  wifli  the 
fcheme  of  Providence  had  its  effe6t  :  for 
it  was  the  principal  aim  of  all  his  difpen- 
fations,  to  render  men  fenfible  of  the  ne- 
ceffity  of  a  Redeemer,  and  defirous  at  laft 
of  his  coming. 

In  the  fulnefs  of  time,  when  Jews  and 
Gentiles  were  in  expectation  of  him, 
CHRIST  appeared  in  the  world.  And, 
though  He  came  as  the  great  Teacher  of 
all  mankind,  yet  His  firft  concern  as  GOD'S 
before,  was  to  inftrucl  and  reform  the  chil 
dren  of  Ifrael.  The  Jews  had  ftill  the  pre 
ference,  But  their  prerogative  was  foon 
abolifhed ;  and  the  divine  favours,  like 
divine  providence,  were  extended  to  all 
people. 

For, 
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For,  when  our  SAVIOUR  had  explained 
the  more  obfcnre  doctrines  of  their  law, 
and  placed  the  fane-lions  of  it  in  a  clearer 
light — when  He  had  corrected  their  miftakes 
concerning  its  precepts,  and  refined  them 
to  greater  fublimity — in  fhort,  when  He 
had  given  the  Jews  a  perfeft  fyftem  of  faith 
and  morals,  confirmed  by  miracles,  and 
exemplified  in  practice ;  He  put  an  en^I  to 
all  diftin£tions,  and,  as  LORD  of  all,  com- 
miffioned  the  apoftles  to  apply  to  all,  and 
make  difciples  of  every  nation. 

In  the  power  of  this  commiffion  they 
went  forth,  and  publifhed  the  Gofpel  to 
every  creature — the  LORD  working  with 
them,  and  bearing  teftimony  to  the  doc 
trines  they  taught  by  the  figns  and  wonders 
He  enabled  them  to  perform. 

Now, 
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Now,  the  Gentiles  were  enlightened  in 
deed.  For  where  reafon  could  arrive  at  no 
degree  of  knowledge  refpe£ling  fome  im 
portant,  faving  truths  ;  there  the  Gofpel 
has  been  a  light  to  them  in  the  moft  pro 
per  fenfe  ;  by  revealing  what  they  were  ut 
terly  ignorant  of,  though,  at  the  fame  time, 
was  neceflary  to  be  known. 

Where  they  entertained  before  fome  faint 
and  doubtful  notions  of  things  ;  there  they 
were  advanced  by  the  preaching  of  the 
apoftles  to  affurance  and  certainty. 

Where  they  acknowledged  reverence  and 
obedience  to  be  due  to  GOD  ;  there  they 
were  taught  to  worfhip  him  after  a  Spiri 
tual  manner,  and  to  ferve  him  with  a  pure 
heart. 

Where 
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Where  they  wanted  directions  in  the 
various  ftates  and  relations  of  life  ;  there 
they  were  furnifhed  with  proper  rules,  plaia 
to  be  underftood,  and  eafy  to  be  applied 
when  occafion  required.  In  a  word,  CHRIST 
hath  abounded  towards  them  in  al]  wifdom 
and  in  all  knowledge ;  made  them  com 
plete  in  Hirpfelf ;  and  endowed  them,  ac 
cording  to  his  divine  power,  with  every 
thing  necefTary  to  life  and  happinefs, 

It  is  true,  there  are  feveral  myfteries,  re 
lating  to  the  nature  and  eflence  of  GOD — 
feveral  myfteries,  relating  to  his  kingdom, 
which  are  not  made  known  unto  men : 
nor  is  it  requifite  they  fhould  be.  For 
the  light  which  our  Saviour  brought,  the 
knowledge  which  the  Gofpel  communi 
cates,  is  quite  fufficient  to  the  purpofes  of 
falvation — fufficient  to  guide  us  in  the  ways 
of  holinefs  through  the  courfe  of  this  life, 

and 
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and  to  bring  us  to  happinefs  in  the  life  to 
come.  This  is  all  we  really  want.  And 
fmce  our  wants  are  in  this  rerpe6l  fo  well 
fupplied,  it  would  be  folly  to  complain 
that  our  curiofity  is  not  gratified. 

When  therefore  the  Day~fpring  from  on 
high  was  pleafed  to  vifit  us  ;  He  fhed  fuf- 
ficient  light  around  to  lighten  every  man 
that  cometh  into  the  world — a  light  that 
fhines  with  this  peculiar  advantage ;  that 
it  is  clear  and  perceptible  to  all. 

It  required  both  a  clofe  application  and 
deep  reach  of  thought — qualities  not  very 
common — to  find  out  the  fentiments  and 
opinions  of  the  philofophers  :  and  the  ty 
pical,  hidden  meaning  of  the  Jewifh  law 
was  perhaps  ftill  more  difficult  to  be  dif- 
covered.  But  the  Gofpel  delivers  the  moil 
exalted  truths  in  a  plain  familiar  flyle, 

adap- 
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adapted  to  the  meaneft  capacities.  The 
fenfe  in  moft  places — in  all  places  of  impor 
tance — is  obvious  at  firft  fight ;  fo  that  every 
one  who  readeth  the  Gofpel  may  eafily  under- 
ftand  it,  And  we  of  the  Reformed  Churches 
may  read  it  in  our  language  ;  and  confe- 
quently  mud  thank  our  own  negligence,  if 
we  know  not  as  much  as  we  are  concerned 
to  know,  in  order  to  be  happy. 

For  it  is  further  to  be  obferved,  that  our 
gracious  LORD,  to  render  this  light  more 
effedrlual,  has  been  pleafed  to  ihed  forth 
the  Spirit  of  Truth  into  our  hearts,  whofe 
office  it  is  to  lead  us  into  all  needful  truths; 
and  to  imprefs  them  on  our  minds  and 
confciences.  If  we  ftudy  therefore  the 
fcripture  with  care,  and  feek  knowledge  in 
the  love  thereof;  we  may  reft  affured,  that 
we  fhall  know  fo  much  of  the  do6trine,  as 
is  neceflary  to  inftrudl  us  in  the  nature  of 

S  our 
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our  duty,  and  to  encourage  us  in  the  prac 
tice  of  it. 

We  have  now  feen  the  whole  progrefs 
of  GOD'S    adminiftration,  as   it  relates  to 
the  improvement  of  mankind.     From  the 
view  we  have  taken,    it  plainly  ^appears 
that  he  bore   throughout  an  equal  regard 
to  all  his  children.  It  plainly  appears,  that 
he  was  in  reality  the  GOD  of  the  Gentiles, 
as  well  as  of  the  Jews,  though  he  treated 
them   in  a  different  manner.     His  defign 
was  to  inftruet   and  reform  them  both ; 
and  he  wifely  applied  himfelf  to  each,  ac 
cording   as   they  were    capable   of  being 
benefited  by  him.     If  fome  remained  in 
darknefs  longer  than  others,  it  was,  be- 

o 

caufe  they  were  unable  to  bear  the  light : 
and  if  fome  are  fuffered  ftill  to  continue  in 
the  fame  fituation,  it  is,  probably,  owing 
to  the  fame  reafon. 

The 
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The  prophecy  however  is  fulfilled  :  and 
we  of  this  nation  are  happy  witneffes  of 
its  accomplifhment.  For  we  were  once 
Gentiles,  as  deeply  involved  in  darknefs 
and  obfcurity  as  any  of  our  benighted 
brethren  :  but  out  of  this  darknefs  GOD  in 
his  mercy  called  us  forth  into  a  marvel 
lous  light — a  light  that  fhines  upon  us 
with  the  pureft  rays  and  the  ftrongeft 
luftre  ;  and  which  therefore  it  behoves  us 
carefully  to  apply  to  the  ufe  it  was  intended 
to  ferve. 

Now  the  ufe  of  this  light  is  to  direft  our 
fteps,  and  guide  our  feet  into  the  way  of 
peace.  Let  us  then  be  guided  by  it.  Let 
us  walk  honeftly  as  in  the  day — not  in  vice 
and  vanity,  as  thofe  who  know  not  GOD  ; 
but  in  righteoufnefs  and  holinefs,  confor 
mably  with  our  profeffion, 

S  z  The 
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The  Gofpel  requires  a  converfation  fuit- 
able  to  its  do6trines  ;  and  juftly  expe&s 
that  we  ihould  improve  in  virtue,  as  the 
means  of  it  improve  upon  us.  But  the 
means  of  Salvation  which  we  enjoy  are  in 
deed  exceedingly  great ;  and  great  fhould 
be  our  proficiency  under  them  :  elfe  thefe 
advantages,  inftead  of  contributing  to  our 
comfort  and  happinefs,  will  become  arti 
cles  of  accufation  againft  us,  and  increafe 
both  our  guilt  and  punifhment. 

•    ;  i 

Befides,  if  we  perfift  in  the  abufe  of  this 
fignal  mercy,  if  we  negle£t  the  light  fo  gra- 
cioufly  afforded,  GOD  may  judicially  with 
draw  it  from  us,  as  He  did  from  others,  in 
the  like  cafe,  before  us.  Nay,  though  He 
fhould  not  withdraw  it  by  any  particular 
aft  of  his  avenging  providence,  our  own 
inattention,  negligence  and  vices  would  by 
degrees,  in  the  natural  courfe  of  things, 

totally 
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totally  fupprefs  and  extinguilh  it.  For 
how  can  Religion  fubfift  where  it  is  not 
profefled  ?  And  how  can  k  be  faid  to  be 
profefled,  where  its  fervices  are  not  attend 
ed  ?  The  contempt  therefore  of  public 
Worfhip,  fo  flagrant  among  us,  is  one  of 
the  greateft  inftances  of  unthankfulnefs  to 
GOD,  and  of  injury  to  his  Gofpel,  of  which 
we  can  be  guilty.  It  is  in  effe£t  to  put  out 
the  light  which  GOD  has  kindled  ;  and  to 
endeavour  to  bring  the  world  back  to  that 
wretched  ftate  of  ignorance  and  error,  in 
which  it  lay  before  it  was  illuminated. 

This  confideration  will,  I  hope,  prevail 
upon  thofe,  who  are  not  quite  loft  to  virtue 
and  goodnefs,  to  make  it  a  real  point  of 
confcience,  not  to  abfent  themfelves  unne- 
ceflarily  from  the  ordinances  of  GOD,  or  the 
places  of  public  worfhip.  For  there  the 
word  is  read  and  explained  ;  the  facraments 

S  3  are 
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are  duly  adminiftered  ;  and  many  peculiar 
helps  to  Salvation  offered.  And  if  we  faith 
fully  ufe  thefe  helps— recolle6l,  imprefs 
and  apply  what  we  hear — we  fhall  no 
longer  be  either  inactive  or  unfruitful  in 
the  knowledge  of  our  LORD  JESUS  CHRIST; 
but  fhall  be  moved  thereby  to  the  conftant 
pra£tice  of  thofe  virtues  and  graces,  which 
ferve  to  render  us  acceptable  to  GOD,  and 
approved  of  men. 

Now  we  know  thefe  things,  happy  are 
we  if  we  do  them.  And  do  them  we  fhould, 
for  the  fake  of  Religion  as  well  as  of  our- 
felves.  Holinefs  of  life  is  not  only  the 
end,  but  alfo  the  fupport,  of  Religion.  It 
is  to  this  that  Chriftianity  owes,  in  a  great 
meafure,  its  growth  and  propagation.  Had 
It  not  been  for  the  virtues  of  its  firft  pro- 
feflbrs,  we  had  never  been  partakers  of 
the  Gofpel.  Their  pra6lice  recommended 
it  to  our  forefathers  ;  and  ours  fhould  re 
commend  it  to  our  children.  If 
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If  then  we  have  any  concern  for  the 
honour  of  GOD,  any  concern  for  the  ad 
vancement  of  virtue,  any  concern  for  the 
welfare  of  pofterity,  let  us  daily  endeavour 
with  the  utmoft  affiduity  to  adorn  the 
docSlrine  of  our  SAVIOUR  in  all  things, 

o 

Fully  fenfible  that  our  profeffion  will  al 
ways  be  eftimated  by  our  actions  ;  let  us  be 
careful  to  fhew  by  our  good  Converfation 
the  noble  principles  that  are  ingrafted  in 
our  Souls  :  let  us  make  our  light  fo  to  Ihine 
before  men,  that  they  may  ice  our  good 
works  ;  and,  allured  by  their  excellency, 
may  be  induced  to  quit  the  ways  of  error, 
and  perform  the  fame  to  the  glory  of  GOD, 
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ACTS  iv.— 27,  28. 

FOR  OF  A  TRUTH,  AGAINST  THY  HOLY  CHILD 
JESUS,  WHOM  THOU  HAST  ANOINTED, 
BOTH  HEROD  AND  PONTIUS  PILATE,'  WITH 
THE  GENTILES  AND  THE  PEOPLE  OF 
ISRAEL,  WERE  GATHERED  TOGETHER,  FOR 
TO  DO  WHATEVER  THY  HAND  AND  THY 
COUNSEL  DETERMINED  BEFORE  TO  BE 
DONE* 


F 

J\  S  there  was  a  general  and  ftrong  ex- 
pe6tation  of  the  Meffiah's  coming,  both 
among  Jews  and  Gentiles,  at  the  time  our 

Saviour 
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Saviour  appeared  in  the  world ;  it  might 
naturally  be  prefumed,  when  he  took  upon 
him  the  character  of  that  expe6led  Pro- 
ohet,  that  all  would  have  been  ready  to 
attend  to  his  claim,  and  allow  his  pre- 
tenfions  an  equitable  hearing  ; — that,  con- 
fidering  the  defign  he  came  upon,  and  the 
proofs  he  gave  of  the  truth  of  his  miffion, 
all  would  have  fincerely  believed  on  his 
name,  and  yielded  a  willing  obedience  to 
his  authority* 

But  neverthelefs,  hiftory  fliews,  that  the 
reception  he  met  with,  was,  in  fa6t,  ex 
tremely  different.  For  both  the  Jews  and 
Gentiles,  inftead  of  examining  the  merits 
of  his  caufe,  malicioufly  joined  in  a  con 
federacy  againft  him ;  and  profecuted  their 
refentment  even  to  death. — Now,  fuch  a 
condu6t  is  a  clear  indication  of  an  extra 
ordinary,  and  violent  prejudice.  Yet,  as 

he 
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he  appeared  exa&ly  at  the  time  when  he 
was  expe£ted,  you  may  wonder  how  they 
could  poffibly  be  prejudiced  againft  him. 
But  the  time  of  his  appearance  was  not  the 
thing  :  the  offence  was  taken  at  the  man 
ner  of  it ;  which  was  juft  the  reverfe  of 
what  they  had  imagined. 

The  Jews  were  deeply  poffeffed  with  the 
notion,  that  the  Meffiah  would  appear  in 
all  the  fplendor  and  majefty  of  power ; 
and  reftore  the  kingdom  to  Ifrael.  Such 
was  the  redemption  they  had  formerly  ex 
perienced,  and  fuch  was  the  redemption 
they  now  expe£ted. 

The  Gentiles  entertained  a  different  opi 
nion  :  for  they  thought,  that  he  would 
come  in  the  fpirit  of  the  ancient  philofo- 
phers  ;  and  reform  the  world  by  the  united 
force  of  eloquence  and  learning. 

In 
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In  confequene  of  thefe  notions,  the  Jews 
required  a  fign — and  the  Greeks  fought 
after  wifdom  :  but,  the  former  could  fee 
no  fign  of  conqueft,  no  fymbols  of  royalty, 
in  the  humble  deportment  and  mean  con 
dition  of  JESUS  CHRIST  ;  nor  could  the 
others  find  the  fubtleties  and  refinement  of 
philofophy  in  his  plain  and  fimple  doc 
trine.  Hence  both  of  them  immediately 
concluded,  that  fuch  a  perfon,  deflitute, 
as  they  thought,  of  the  neceflary  qualifica 
tions,  could  never  be  the  intended  author 
of  falvatiort.  For  a  crucified  Saviour  was 
to  the  Jews  a  ftumbling-block,  and  to  the 
Greeks  foolifhnefs. 

So  great  was  the  offence  of  the  crofs,  in 
the  firft  ages  of  the  Gofpel.  It  continued 
to  prevail  in  later  times :  nor  is  it  yet,  per 
haps,  quite  removed*  For  fome  may  ftill 
imagine,  that,  if  JESUS  had  been  truly  the 
2  Son 
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Son  of  GOD,  and  the  glorious  Redeemer  of 
mankind, divine  wifdom  would  have  hardly 
directed,  that  he  fhould  appear  in  fo  mean 
and  obfcure  a  condition  ;  much  lefs  would 
divine  juftice  have  ever  permitted,  that  he 
fhould  experience  fuch  great  and  terrible 
fufferings. 

Now,  to  clear  up  this  point,  and,  if  I 
can,  to  remove  the  fcruples  you  may  en 
tertain  concerning  it ;  I  fhall  prove  in  the 
firft  place,  that  JESUS  CHRIST  was  truly 
the  promifed  Redeemer ;  the  holy  child 
of  GOD,  whom  he  had  anointed  for  the  fal- 
vation  of  the  world.  And  then  I  fhall  fliew 
in  the  feqond  place,  that,  as  in  the  cir- 
cumftances  of  his  life,  and  the  manner  of 
his  death,  there  was  nothing— but  what 
GOD  had  before  determined  ;  fo  there  was 
"nothing — but  what  is  perfe6tly  reconcile- 
able  to  his  wifdom  and  goodnefs.  In  the 

firft 
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firft  place  then,  I  am  to  prove,  that  JESUS 
CHRIST  was  truly  the  promifed  Redeemer, 
the  Holy  Child  of  GOD,  whom  he  had  a- 
nointed  for  the  falvation  of  the  world.  Now, 
if  we  argue  with  the  Jews  on  their  own 
principles,  bringing  the  eaufe  of  CHRIST 
to  the  teft  of  the  Mofaic  law,  and  trying 
his  claim  by  the  prophecies  of  ancient 
Scripture,  it  has  been  already  proved,  and 
the  proof  is  on  record,  that  He  is  the  true 
Mefliah.  St.  Stephen  proved  it  in  this  way 
long  ago  to  the  council  at  Jerufalem  ;  and 
fo  did  St.  Paul  to  the  Jews  at  Antioch. 
Their  proof,  it  is  true,  is  very  fhprt ;  and 
deduced  only  from  the  completion  of  fome 
few  prophecies ;  but  colleft  all  the  pre- 
di6tions  from  Mofes  to  Malachi,  that  have 
any  relation  to  the  expedited  Redeemer, 
and  you  will  find  them  every  one  fulfilled 
in  JESUS  CHRIST — fulfilled  in  fo  plain  and 
perfefl  a  manner ;  that,  from  being  for 
merly 
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&lerly  to  the  Jews  the  great  fupport  of 
their  faith,  they  are  now  become  to  them 
a  ftanding  reproof  for  their  infidelity. 
And  the  ftronger  reproof,  as  the  caufe  of 
their  prejudice  is  taken  away.  For  how 
defpicablc  foever  this  fame  JESUS  might 
appear  to  them  in  the  days  of  his  humilia 
tion  and  weaknefs  ;  yet,  one  would  think, 
they  might,  even  on  their  own  views,  have 
fince  been  fully  reconciled  to  him,  by  the 
glory  of  his  kingdom,  and  the  mightinefs 
of  his  power. 

But  perhaps  this  manifeft  conformity  be 
tween  the  character  of  CHRIST  and  the 
ancient  prophefies  is  not  the  proof  upon 
which  you  would  reft.  You  rather  choofe, 
with  the  Gentile,  to  examine  his  preten- 
fions  by  the  rule  of  reafon  ;  and  determine 
their  validity  by  the  correspondence  they 
bear  to  the  dictates  of  wifdom.  Let  us  fee 

T  then, 
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then,  whether  the  truth  of  his  miffion  may 
not  be  fupported  upon  this  footing,  and 
juftified  by  the  propriety  of  it.     Jt  is  the 
judgment  of  the  author  of  the  epiftle  to  the 
Hebrews,  that  "  fuch  an  high  Pried"  or 
SAVIOUR  "  became  us, '  that  is,  wa^  need* 
ful  for  us,  "  who  is  holy,  harmlefs,  un- 
"  defiled,  feparate  from  Tinners,  and  made 
^  higher  than  the   heavens."     Now,    let 
Region  fpeak,  and  it  will  form  exa£lly  the 
fame  judgment.     For,  as  we  had  ftrayed 
into  the  paths  of  wickednefs  and  mifery? 
and  were  ignorant  of  the  jneans  of  attain 
ing   to    happinefs  ;  did  we  not  evidently 
Hand  in  need  of  the  affiftance  of  fome  wife 
and  holy  perfon,  who  could  inftruft  us  in 
all  neceffary   truths  by  his  do£trine,  and 
would  guide  us  by  his  example  into  the 
ways  of  Righteoufnefs  ?    And  moreover  ; 
ps  the  juftice  of  GOD,  required  fatisfaftion 
for  the  offence  our  fins  had  given  to  his 


SERMON     XIII.          275. 

holinefs  ;  and  as  this  fatisfaftion  could  not 
be  made — but  either  by  our  own  deaths, 
or,  after  all  the  indulgences  of  mercy,  by 
the  death  of  a  pure  unfpotted  fubftitute  of 
the  fame  kind  ;  then,  did  we  not  likewifc 
ftand  in  need  of  the  friendly  interpofal  of 
fome  innocent,  meritorious  perfon,  could 
luch  be  found,  who  would  be  willing  to 
fuffer  and  to  die  for  us  ?  But  neverthelefs, 
though  our  tranfgreffions  were  forgiven, 
and  ourfelves  delivered  from  miiery ;  yet 
alas  !  confidering  the  depravity  of  our 
dilpofitions,  and  the  imperfection  of  our 
bed  fervices,  both  owing  to  our  own  fault, 
we  might  ftill  juftly  defpair,  without  the 
interceffion  of  a  powerful  advocate,  of 
gaining  accefs  to  the  pure  majefty  of  Hea 
ven,  in  whofe  prefence  alone  is  the  fulnsfs 
of  joy  and  happinefs. 

Now,  if  the  wants  and  necefllties  of  hu 
man  nature  were  fueh  ;  and  fuch  the  mea- 
T  2  fures 
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fares  of  relief,  which  human  reafon  would 
judge  expedient ;  furely  Reafon  may  be  well 
content :  for  CHRIST  is,  according  to  this 
very  form,  the  wifdom  of  GOD  unto  Sal 
vation. 

Did  we   want  to  be  inftructed  in  the 
knowledge  of  our  duty,  and  to  be  excited 
to  the  practice  of  it  ?  Then  behold !  CHRIST 
has  not  only  given  us  a  perfe6t  and  com 
plete  rule  of  life  for  the  dire6lion  of  our 
condu6l  in  every  fituation  ;  but  has  like- 
wiie  enforced  and  recommended  it  to  us 
by  a  continued  courfe  of  well-doing ;  "leav 
ing  us  an  example,  that  we  fhould  follow 
his  fteps."     And  though  the  doftrines  he 
taught,  and  the  precepts  he  delivered,  car 
ried  in  them  plain  evidence  of  their  divine 
original ;   yet  to  remove  all  doubt,  that 
they  were  not  his  own,  but  the  Father's 
who  fent  him,  he  performed  fuch  works 

in 
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in  confirmation  of  them,  as  no  man  could 
perform,  except  GOD  were  with  him. 

Again ;  did  we  ftand  in  need  of  a  meri 
torious  facrifice  to  make  atonement  for  our 
paft  tranfgreflions  ?  Then  behold  !  JESUS 
CHRIST,  when  he  had  fulfilled  all  righ- 
teoufnefs,  voluntarily  endured  the  punilh- 
ment  due  to  our  iniquities,  and  offered 
himfelf  a  facrifice  to  GOD  for  our  ranfom. 
And  as  he  died  for  our  fins,  fo  he  rofe  again 
for  our  juftification  :  and  is  now  afcended 
to  the  right  hand  of  the  Majefty  on  high, 
where  he  ever  liveth  to  make  interceffion 
for  us. 


Thefe  things  JESUS  did.  And,  in  the 
eye  of  Reafon,  does  he  not  appear  from 
what  he  has  done,  to  have  fully  anfwered 
the  character  of  the  Redeemer  ?  "  So  far, 
*'  perhaps  you  will  admit,  he  has :  but  yet, 
T  3  "  there 
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"  there  were  feveral  circumftances  attend - 
"  ing  his  life,  that  feem  to  be  fcarce  con- 
"  fiftent  with  that  character.  For,  if  he 
"  had  been  truly  the  Saviour  of  the  world, 
66  can  it  ever  be  fuppofed,  he  would  have 
"  been  fent  into  the  world  in  fo  mean  and 
"  abje6t  a  manner ;  much  lefs,  that  he 
"  would  have  been  brought  at  laft  to  fuffer 
"  fuch  a  cruel  and  ignominious  death  r" 

Now,  thefe  things,  however  they  may 
appear  at  firft  fightj  are,  in  reality,  fo  far 
from  being  any  obje6lions  to  the  truth  of 
CHRIST'S  miffion,  that,  as  I  am  going  to 
ihew  in  the 

Second  place,  they  rather  tend  to  con 
firm  and  eftablifh  it.  For,  fhould  not 
CHRIST,  when  he  came  into  the  world, 
have  been  placed  in  thofe  circumftances 
which  contributed  moft  to  the  accomplifh- 

ment 
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ment  of  his  defign  ?  Now,  his  defign* 
you  know*  was  to  fave  the  world  :  and  one 
way  of  effecting  this,  Was  by  preaching 
and  iilftrufting  men  in  the  knowledge  of 
their  duty.  But,  how  could  he  inftru6l 
them,  unlefs  he  converged  familiarly  with 
them  ?  And  what  ftate  of  life  could  afford 
him  fuch  great  opportunities  of  converfing 
familiarly  with  them,  and  fpreading  the 
Gofpel  among  them,  as  the  low,  wander 
ing  condition  in  which  he  appeared  ?  It 
was  right,  you  may  grant,  he  £hould  tra 
vel  about:  but  it  fhould  have  been  in 
pomp  and  fplendor  ;  for  that  would  have 
iecured  refpedt  to  his  perfon,  and  have 
alfo  added  authority  to  his  do6trine,  But 
how  wrong,  alas  !  do  we  judge  of  things  ! 
Suppofe  CHRIST  had  come,  as  the  Jews  ex- 
pelted,  in  the  form  of  a  mighty  prince, 
and  had  propagated  his  religion  in  all  the 
magnificence  of  earthly  power >  what  would 
T  4  have 
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have  been  the  confequence  ?  Would  not 
that  nation  have  heard  it  with  awe  and 
wonder  ?  would  they  not  have  taken  it 
upon  truft,  without  examination  ?  and 
have  eagerly  embraced  it,  not  for  its  ex 
cellency,  but  for  their  own  intereft  ?  And 
might  not  other  nations  be  induced  to  rejeft 
it  on  this  very  account  r  deeming  it  the 
\vork  of  human  policy,  calculated  on  pur- 
pofe  to  bring  them  to  flavery  and  fub- 
jeclionv'i;> ; 

Whereas,  by  appearing  in  the  manner 
he  did,  he  fhewed  to  the  world,  that  he 
had  himfelf  no  temporal  views  ;  and  that 
others  could  have  no  motive  to  become;  his 
difciples,  but  their  firm  belief  in  the  truth 
of  his  -doctrines. 

But  there  was  another  thing  which 
CHRIST  was  to  perform  for  the  falvation  of 

the 
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the  world— and  that  was,  to  exemplify  our 
duty  in  his  own  condu£t,  and  exhibit  in  his 
own  perfon  a  pattern  for  us  to  copy,  And  in 
what  fituation  could  he  perform  this  with 
the  fame  advantage,  as  in  that  which  he 
chofe  ?  Had  he  affumed  the  ftate  and  en* 
figns  of  royalty,  and  framed  his  life  to  that 
charafter,  his  example  could  have  been  but 
of  little  ufe  to  the  general  part  of  mankind. 
The  virtues,  which  he  then  muft  have 
chiefly  exercifed,  would  have  been  of  a  high 
and  lofty  nature,  inftances  of  power,  and 
a6ls  of  munificence — which  yet,  as  it  was, 
he  more  glorioufly  difplayed  by  a  feries  of 
merciful  and  gracious  miracles.  "But  by 
taking,  as  he  did,  that  humble  ftation,  and 
encountering  thofe  hardfnips  and  tempta 
tions,  which  prefs  mod  heavily  on  human 
life,  he  rendered  himfelf  fuch  an  example 
of  virtue,  as  the  neceffities  of  mankind  re-^ 
quired.  Aji  example  of  huipility,  meek- 
3  nefs 
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nefs  and  patience  ;  an  example  of  content* 
ednefs,  refignation  and  forgivenefs — virtues 
for  which  we  have  daily  occafion,  and 
which  are  yet  fo  difficult  of  attainment, 
that  herein  we  wanted  moft  of  all  the  gui 
dance  and  encouragement  of  a  precedent. 

This  then  juftifies  the  manner  of  his  ap 
pearance.  But  it  is  further  obje6led — did 
not  this  perfon,  who,  we  fay*  is  our  Re 
deemer,  fuffer  at  laft  ;  and  die  the  mod  con 
temptible  and  ignominious  death  ?  We 
own  he  did.  And  does  not  this  complete 
the  evidence  of  his  being  the  Mefliah  ?  For 
ought  not  CHRIST  to  have  fuffered  ?  How 
elfe  fhould  the  Scriptures  be  fulfilled,  which 
long  had  foretold — that  thus  it  muft  be  ? 
How  elfe  would  the  redemption  of  the  world 
have  been  perfectly  accomplifhed  ?  For  the 
principal  method  by  which  he  was  to  re 
deem  us,  was  the  making  himfelf  a  fubfti- 

tute 
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tute  for  us  ;  paying  in  his  own  body  the 
penalty  of  our  fins  ;  and  fo  procuring  us 
the  remiffion  of  them.  But  the  wages  of 
fin  is  death  ;  and  GOD  had  determined, 
that  without  fhedding  of  blood  there  fhould 
be  no  remiffion.  It  was  therefore  neceffary, 
that  CHRIST,  who  came  to  redeem  us  from 
death,  fhould,  to  accomplifh  that  redemp 
tion,  die  himfelf  in  our  ftead.  And  fmce 
our  releafe  depends  upon  his  death,  the 
more  ignominious  and  public  it  was,  the 
more  it  tends  to  ftrengthen  our  fecurity. 
But  ftill,  you  may  fay,  it  is  a  great  reproach. 
It  would  have  been,  had  he  continued  the 
prifoner  of  the  grave.  But  to  our  comfort^ 
and  to  our  honour  too,  the  infamy  of  his 
death  was  foon  fwallowed  up  by  the  glory 
of  his  refurreftion. 

But  it  is  further  urged — where  was  the 
neceffity  of  his  dying  at  all ;  fmce  GOD  could 

have 
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have  freely  pardoned  us  without  any  atone 
ment  ?  What  GOD  could  &o9  it  becomes  not 
us  to  judge.  What  he  has  done,  we  know: 
and  we  may  conclude,  that  for  fo  doing  he 
had  good  reafons,  Had  he  vouchfafed  to 
forgive  us,  without  exa£ting  any  fatisfac- 
lion,  we  mud  indeed  have  admired  the 
abundance  of  his  mercy  ;  but  then,  we 
fhould  not  fo  fully  have  difcovered,  what 
it  greatly  concerns  us  to  be  apprifed  of,  the 
infinite  malignity  of  fin,  and  the  infinite 
abhorrence  GOD  has  to  it — we  fhould  not 
fo  fully  have  difcovered  the  zealous  concern 
he  entertains  for  the  honour  of  his  laws, 
nor  the  great  neceffity  there  is  of  our  living 
conformably  with  them.  Now,  in  the  re 
demption  purchafed  by  the  death  of  CHRIST* 
all  thefe  points  are  clearly  difplayed  ;  at 
the  fame  time  that  the  mercy  of  GOD  is 
equally  manifefted*  In  this  view  then, 
this  method  of  Salvation,  which  the  Greek 

Phi- 
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Philofophers  called  fooliihnefs,  is  far  fu- 
perior  in  wifdom  to  any  fcheme  that  man 
can  devife.     For  let  him  devife  what  he 
will,  it  muft  ever  appear  either  too  rigo 
rous  or  too  mild.    But  here  is  a  difpenfation 
wifely  attempered  between  the  fe verity  of 
juftice  and  the  lenity  of  mercy.     A  difpen 
fation,  wherein  the  frailty  of  human  na 
ture  is  gracioufly  confidered  and  provided 
for,  and  the  honour  of  the  divine  majefty 
vindicated  and  maintained.     A  difpenfa 
tion,  which  affords  the  finner  all  the  fecu- 
rity  he  can  wifh,  for  his  deliverance  from 
the  punilhment  of  his  pafl  tranfgreffions  ; 
and  lays  before  him  all  the  motives  he  can 
want,  for  his  future  improvement  in  piety 
and  virtue, 
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JQHNxiv.— 1 6. 

I  WILL  PRAY  THE  FATHER,  AND  HE  SHALL 
GIVE  YOU  ANOTHER  COMFORTER,  THAT 
HE  MAY  ABIDE  WITH  YOU  FOR  EVER. 


W  HEN  the  Difciples  underflood  that 
their  Matter  was  fhortly  to  leave  the  world, 
they  looked  upon  themfelves  to  be,  as  in 
the  ordinary  view  of  things  they  indeed 
were,  in  a  very  deplorable,  diftreffed  con 
dition.  They  were  engaged  in  a  work, 

U  which 
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which  their  own  obfervation  could  aflure 
them  was  attended  throughout  with  an  in 
finite  variety  of  the  mod  grievous  hard- 
fhips.  They  faw  what  their  Matter  fuf- 
fered ;  and  were  taught  to  expe6t,  when 
ever  he  was  gone,  that  the  fame  would  fall 
upon  themfelves.  The  gloominefs  of  the 
profpe6l  which  they  had  before  them  natu 
rally  alarmed  their  fears ;  and  the  appre- 
henfion  of  the  calamities  coming  upon 
them  filled  their  hearts  with  forrow. 

In  this  fituation  of  things,  it  would  have 
agreed  as  ill  with  our  SAVIOUR'S  tendernefs, 
as  with  the  exigence  of  his  Religion,  to 
have  fuffered  the  Difciples  to  remain  corn- 
fortlefs.  Their  cafe  required  peculiar  at 
tention  ;  and,  as  it  was  in  itfelf  uncommon, 
called  aloud  for  uncommon  relief.  Such 
relief  was  gracioufly  adminiflered  to  them — 
fufficient  to  allay  the  terror  of  their  minds, 

and 
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and  to  reconcile  them  to  the  hardthips  o< 
their  duty.  For  if  the  hardftiips  of  their 
duty  were  great,  they  had  this  affurance 
from  their  Mafter  to  comfort  them,  that 
great  alfo  would  be  the  reward  of  their 
fidelity,  in  the  place  he  was  going  to  pre 
pare  for  them. 

If  their  nature  was  too  weak  rnd  frail  to 
withftand  the  {hocks  of  fo  many  dangers, 
they  had  ftill  in  him  fuch  a  powerful  advo 
cate  with  the  Father,  that  whatever  fuc- 
cour  or  affiftance  they  ihould  afk  in  his 
name,  iliould  effectually  be  granted  to 
them. 

If  they  were  anxious  and  concerned  left 
the  caufe  they  had  undertaken,  and  which 
had  hitherto  profpered  in  virtue  chiefly  of 
their  Mafter's  prefence,  fhould  fail  in  their 
hands  when  he  was  departed  ;  they  were 
U  2  ieafon- 
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feafonably  relieved  with  this  further  pro* 
mife,  that  as  foon  as  he  was  gone,  he 
would  fend  one  from  heaven  to  fupply  his 
abfence.—  One  that  fhould  efpoufe  and  de 
fend  their  caufe  :  condu6t  and  manage 
what  they  had  in  charge  :  and  render  them 
by  his  influence  fuperior,  at  lad,  to  all 
oppofition  :  one  that  fhould  never  leave, 
nor  forfake  them  ;  but  fhould  continue 
with  them,  and  with  thofe  who  believed 
through  them,  to  the  end  of  the  world. 
"  I  will  pray  the  Father,  and  he  fhall 
"  give  you  another  comforter,  that  he 
may  abide  with  you  for  ever." 


" 


Now,  the  accompiifhment  of  this  pro* 
mife,  in  the  a6lual  defcent  of  the  HOLY 
GHOST  upon  the  Apoftles,  is  what  the 
Church  commemorates  —  moft  defervedly 
commemorates—  on  this  day  ;  fince,  with 
out  fuch  provifion,  it  muft  neceffarily  have 

failed 
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failed  and  periflied  from  the  earth.  For 
how  ftrong  foever  the  foundation  had  been 
laid  by  the  hand  of  Omnipotence  ;  yet  no 
thing  lefs  than  the  feafonable  communica 
tion  of  the  fame  power  could  have  enabled 
thofe,  who  were  to  build  thereon,  to  ad 
vance,  fupport  and  complete  the  work. 
After  what  manner  this  power  was  exerted 
in  the  days  of  the  Apoftles,  and  how  far 
it  continues  to  operate  at  prefent  :  —  or, 
according  to  another  form  of  words,  in 
what  inftances  the  Holy  Spirit  formerly 
was,  and  ftill  is,  an  advocate  for  the  Chrif- 
tian  caufe,  is  what  I  /hall  now  endeavour 
to  explain. 

When  the  HOLY  SPIRIT  came  down  from 
Heaven,  the  ftate  of  the  Church,  or,  of 
the  Chriftian  caufe  was  briefly  this. 


U  3 


294          SERMON     XIV. 

JESUS  CHRIST  was  fent  into  the  world  to 
inform  mankind  of  the  will  of  GOD;  and 
to  inftruiSl  them  in  the  way  to  eternal  fal- 
vation.    He  came  to  thofe  who  were  pecu 
liarly  his  own,  that  is,  to  the  Jews  ;  but 
they  were  fo  far  from  believing  him  to  be 
that  great  Prophet,  whom  their  Scripture 
taught  them  to  expe£l,  that  they  looked 
upon  him   as  a  daring  impoftor  ;  and  in- 
ftead  of  receiving  him  with  the  efteem  and 
veneration  due  to  his  character,  they  per- 
fecuted,  reviled,  and  murdered  him.     Be 
fore  his  death,  indeed,  he  founded  a  Re 
ligion  in  every  refpecl  worthy  of  GOD,  as 
in  every   refpect   beneficial  to  man.     He 
confirmed  this  Religion  by  miracles  ;  and 
exemplified  it  in  his  converfation.   To  un 
prejudiced  minds  this  might  be  fufficient  to 
prove  its  Divinity  ;  but  with  thofe  of  ano 
ther  caft,    the   fufferings   of    its  Author 
might  fland  as  an  evidence  of  the  falfity  of 

his 
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his  religion ;  and  the  ignominy  of  his 
death  as  a  demonftration  of  his  impof- 
ture. 

In  thefe  circumftances,  common  reafon 
dictates  to  us,  that  fomething  was  needful 
to  be  done,  to  fupport  our  Saviour's  claim, 
and  to  juftify  the  truth  of  his  miffion  : — 
that  fomething  was  needful  to  be  done,  to 
vindicate  his  perfonal  innocence ;  and  to 
illuftrate  the  equity  of  GOD  in  permitting 
him  to  fuffer  fuch  cruel  treatment : — that 
fomething  was  needful  to  be  done,  to  fhew 
that  GOD,  though  he  thought  proper  to 
permit  it,  yet  did  not  countenance  that 
confpiracy  againft  him. 

Thefe  points  the  world  might  expert 

Ihould  be  cleared  up  :  nor  were   they  left 

to  expe6l  in  vain  :    for  thefe   points  the 

Spirit  had  in  charge  to  vindicate.  "  When 

U  4  "  he 
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he  is  come,  fays  our  Saviour,  he  will  re 
prove  or  convince  the  world,  of  fin, 
and  of  righteoufnefs,  and  of  judgment. 
"  Of  fin,  becaufe  they  believe  not  on  me  : 
"  Of  righteoufnefs,  becaufe  I  go  to  my 
66  Father,  and  ye  fee  me  no  more  :  Of 
"  judgment,  becaufe  the  prince  of  this 
66  world  is  judged."  And  accordingly, 
when  he  came  he  convinced  them  effec 
tually.  For, 

i.  Fie  gave  them  an  undeniable  proof 
of  the  truth  of  our  Saviour's  miffion  by  . 
his   very    appearance    in    favour   of    his 
caufe.     As  the  HOLY  SPIRIT,  and  confe- 
quently  the  gifts  of  prophecy  and  mira 
cles,  had  been  withdrawn  from  the  Jewifh. 
Church  above    four   hundred   years,    his 
vifible  defcent  on  the  Apoflles  of  CHRIST, 
after  fo  long  an  intermiflion,  and  accord 
ing  to  the  exprefs  promife  of  their  Mailer, 

muft 
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muft  be  to  the  Jews  as  clear  an  evidence 
as  they  could  poffibly  defire  of  his  being 
the  prophet  come  from  GOD.  And  if  the 
fcandal  of  his  crofs  had  fo  blinded  their 
eyes  that  they  could  net  iee  their  fin  in 
rejecting  him  ;  this  event,  this  manifefta- 
tion  of  his  glory  was  fufficient  in  reafon  to 
corre£t  their  prejudices,  and  to  bring  them 
over  to  repentance.  After  this  their  infi 
delity  became  inexcufable.  Efpecially, 
when  we  confider, 

2.  That  the  great   power  and  dignity 
with  which  CHRIST  was  inverted  in  heaven 

, evinced  likewife  by  this  effufion  of  the 

HOLY  SPIRIT — was  a  manifeft  indication 
of  his  innocence.  For  it  is  agreed  on  all 
hands,  that  the  righteous  only  can  appear 
in  the  prefence,  or  will  be  accepted  in  the 
fight,  of  GOD. 

And 
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And  though  he  feeined  to  be  chaftHedin 
this  world  as  a  criminal,  yet,  in  reality,  it 
was  the  chaflifement  of  our  fins  that  was 
upon  him.  He  fuffered  for  us  ;  the  juft  for 
the  unjuft,  that  he  might  bring  us  to  GOD. 
Wherefore  GOD  alfo  exalted  him  to  his  own 
right-hand  ;  and,  for  thefuffering  of  death 
made  him  both  Lord  and  Chrift ;  "  having 
given  him  a  name  which  is  above  every 
name — fo  that  at  the  name  of  JESUS  every 
knee  fliall  bow."  And  to  convince  them 
moreover  that,  though  he  permitted,  he 
did  not  approve  of  their  mercilefs  proceed 
ings,  GOD  difplayed  the  rigour  of  his  judg 
ment  on  the  authors  of  our  SAVIOUR'S  fuf- 
ferings  ;  as  well  on  the  Jews,  who  were 
the  immediate  inftruments ;  as  on  the 
prince  of  this  world,  by  whofe  inftigation 
they  were  excited  to  infli6l  them.  For  the 
Jews  were  overthrown  by  an  aim  oft  total 
deftru&ion  •  and  as  the  Gofpel  prevailed, 

the 
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the  power  of  Satan  gradually  decreafed  : — 
the  oracles  were  ftruck  dumb — the  Gods 
of  the  heathen  were  put  to  flight — their 
temples  were  demolifhed — their  idols  bro 
ken  down — their  facrifices  difufed — and 
their  worfhip  detefted.  In  fhort,  the  head 
of  the  ferpent  was  mortally  bruifed,  and 
the  power  of  darknefs  was  vanquished  :— 
the  Religion  of  CHRIST  wras  vindicated  in 
the  world,  and  his  kingdom  effectually 
eftablifhed. 

The  divine  million  of  our  SAVIOUR,  and 
the  truth  of  his  Religion  being  thus  con 
firmed,  we  are  next  to  confider  what  was 
further  neceffary  in  order  to  fupport  and 
propagate  it. 

Now,    as  this  Religion  was  intended  for 

the  benefit  of  all  nations,  it  was  requifite 

that  all  nations  fhould  poffefs  the  means  of 

2  know- 
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knowing  it.  But  this  could  never  be  done, 
in  any  reafonable  time,  nor  perhaps  with 
any  confiderable  efficacy,  but  by  confer 
ring  on  the  Teachers  of  it  the  gift  of  Lan 
guages,  to  qualify  them  to  inftru6l  and 
convert  the  Gentiles.  And  therefore  when 
the  .Holy  Ghoft  fell  on  the  Apoftles,  he 
ufhered  his  adminiftration  with  this  very 
gift.  For  "  they  all  fpake  with  tongue?, 
"  as  the  Spirit  gave  them  utterance." 

When  they  were  thus  qualified  to  inftrucSl 
the  world,  the  next  thing  requifite  was, 
that  the  Doctrines  in  which  they  were  to 
inftruft  them  fliould  be  fo  treafured  in  their 
minds,  that  none  of  them  might  be  forgot 
ten  and  loft.  But  this  was  more  than  their 
natural  abilities  could  enfure.  And  there 
fore  it  was  another  part  of  the  Spirit's 
office  to  bring  all  things  to  their  remem 
brance, 
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brance,  whatfoever  their  Mafter  had  faid 
unto  them. 


But  then,  as  it  was  not  fufficient  only  to 
remember  the  doftrine  of  our  SAVIOUR,  but 
neceflary  likewife  rightly  to  underftand  it ; 
fo  the  Holy  Spirit  fecured  them  from  error, 
by  guiding  them  into  all  truth,  and  illu 
minating  their  understandings  to  judge 
unerringly  of  matters  of  faith. 

Furniihed  however  as  they  were  for  the 
work,  yet  there  was  ftill  required  an  un 
common  zeal  to  undertake  it — an  undaunt 
ed  courage  to  purfue  it-— and  an  unparal 
leled  patience  to  bear  up  againft  the  con- 
ftant  hardfhips  which  every  where  attend 
ed  it.  But  in  all  thefe  things  they  were 
more  than  conquerors.  For  the  Holy 
Ghoft  infpired  them  with  fuch  a  degree  of 
courage  and  firmnefs,  that  they  feared  no 

oppo- 
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oppofition,  declined  no  difficulties,  dread 
ed  no  dangers  in  difcharge  of  their  duty, 
but  even  rejoiced  that  they  were  thought 
worthy  to  fuffer  for  the  name  of  CHRIST. 

But,  notwitftftanding  the  conftancy, 
courage  and  affiduity  of  its  firft  teachers, 
a  doftrine,  fo  contrary  to  the  prevailing 
difpofitions  of  mankind,  could  make  but 
a  flow  progrefs  in  a  fenfual  world  by  its 
own  force.  Men  immerfed  in  the  pleafures 
of  fenfe  are  with  difficulty  brought  to  attend 
to  reafon.  Such  can  only  be  inftru6ted  by 
being  firft  aftonilhed  ;  and  are  fcarcely  led 
to  obey  till  they  fee  it  is  in  vain  to  withftand. 

Wherefore,  in  the  laft  place,  the  Holy 
Ghoft,  as  was  neceflary,  armed  the  Apof- 
tles  and  firft  converts  to  Chriftianity  with 
the  power  of  working  miracles  ;  which,  at 
the  fame  time  that  they  confirmed  the  truth 

of 
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of  their  do£lrines,  awakened  the  attention, 
and  fubdued  the  ftubbornnefs  of  their 
hearers. 

Thefe  are  the  principal  inftances  where 
in  the  Church,  in  its  infant  ftate,  both  re 
quired  and  received  the  afiiftance  of  the 
Spirit.  And  what  was  the  refult — what 
was  the  confequence  of  thefe  wonderful 
manifeftations  ?  Why  this. — A  Religion 
that  had  nothing  of  external  charms — that 
was  quite  contrary  to  the  worldly  interefts 
and  carnal  inclinations  of  mankind — a 
Religion  whofe  chief  article  was  to  believe 
in  a  defpifed  and  crucified  Saviour — a  Re 
ligion  that  propofed  nothing  to  its  pro- 
fefTors,  on  earth,  but  tribulation,  afflic 
tion,  perfecution  and  death — a  Religion 
preached  only  by  a  fet  of  poor,  illiterate, 
contemptible  mechanicks,  and  at  the  fame 
time  oppofed — virulently  oppofed  by  the 

rich 


304          SERMON     XIV. 

rich,  the  learned,  and  the  honourable  of 
the  world — this  Religion,  und^r  the  in 
fluence  of  the  SPIRIT,  its  advocate,  broke 
through  all  reftraints  and  impediments — 
fpread  itfelf  with  furprifing  rapidity — fub- 
dued  all  earthly  powers — till  kings  after 
kings  became  obedient  to  it,  and  nations 
after  nations  did,  and  do  it  fervice. 

How  long  thefe  extraordinary  powers 
continued  in  the  Church,  is  a  queftion  that 
cannot  eafily,  and  needs  not  critically,  be 
determined.  Thus  much  however  the  na 
ture  of  the  thing  itfelf  will  fuggeft — that 
as  they  were  conferred  in  order  to  evince 
the  truth  of  the  Gofpel,  and  to  promote 
its  reception  in  the  world  ;  fo  they  were 
continued  as  long  as  it  required  or  ftood 
in  want  of  fuch  credentials.  As  the  pre 
judices  of  mankind  began  to  abate,  thefe 
extraordinary  manifeftations,  which  were 

de- 
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defigned  to  conquer  them,  we  may  fuppofe 
abated  likewife  ;  and  at  length  totally 
ceafed  when  Chriftianity  was  thoroughly 
eftabliflied. 

Eut  ncverthelefs,  though  the  HOLY 
SPIRIT  does  not,  becaufe  he  needs  not* 
difplay  himfelf  at  this  time  in  fuch  ftupen- 
dous  operations,  yet  he  is  (till  prefent  with 
his  Church,  and  wiU  abide  with  it  unto 
the  end  of  the  world* 

After  what  manner  he  now  abides  with 
it,  and  in  what  meafure  he  is  an  Advocate 
for  it,  we  cannot  pretend  to  fay.  But  of 
this  we  are  certain,  and  in  this  certainty 
we  fhould  reft  content ;  that>— as  he  dpe- 
rated  formerly  in  the  high  degree  that 
was  iieceffary  to  eftablifh  it,  fo  he  operates 
ftill  in  that  degree,  whatever  it  be,  which 
is  iiecejfary  to  preferve  it*  In  confequence 

X,  of 
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of  his   care   for  the  prefervation  of  the 
Church,  he^has   conftituted   an  order   of 
men  to  watch  over  its  concerns— to  main 
tain  its  worfhip— to  preach  its  do6trines — 
and  to  adminifter  its  facraments.     In  thefe 
offices  he  is  ever  prefent  with  them,  invi 
gorating  the  outward  means  to  the  im 
provement  of  inward  piety.     He  is  like- 
wife  prefent  with  all  its  members,  for 
warding  their  endeavours  in  the  way  of 
falvation.     To  this  end,  he  opens  our  un- 
derftandings  to  fee  our  duty,  and  influences 
oiir  wills  to  put  it  in  praftice — he  infills 
into  our  minds  good  defires,  and  fuggefls 
to  our  reafon  the  mod  powerful  motives. 
He  gives  us  ftrength  to  refift  temptations, 
and   grace  to    purify  our   affe£lions — he 
fupports  us  with  comfort  in  well-doing 
here,  and  affures  us  of  happinefs  for  fo 
doing  hereafter. 

This 
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This  he  now  does  :  and  this  is  now  fuf- 
ficient.  If  any  thing  be  wanting,  it  is  our 
own  .concurrence.  For  though  fan&ifica- 
tion  is  the  proper  and  genuine  work  of 
the  SPIRIT,  yet  it  is  requifite,  that  we 
fhould  comply  with  his  motions  to  make 
them 
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Let  it  therefore  be  our  great  care  to  at 
tend  with  ferioufnefs  tp  his  fuggeftions, 
and  to  yield  o^rfelves  with  humility  to  his 
.guidance,  Whe,n  any  good  thoughts  fpring 
up  in  our  n^inds—  any  good  refolutions 
are  formed  in  our  hearts,  let  us  cherifh 
them  by  devotion,  improve  them  by  re- 
fie£tion,  and  at  every  opportunity  bring 
them  forth  into  life  and  a6lion.  If  we  are 
thus  careful  to  improve  thefe  common 
graces  of  the  Spirit  which  are  now  vouch- 
fafed  us,  how  far  foever  they  may  fall 
fhort  of  thofe  which  the  Difciples  formerly 
X%  enjoyed,, 
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enjoyed,  yet  we  fhall  find  them  fully 
quate  to  all  the  neceffities  of  our  prefent 
condition  —  Sufficient  to  carry  us  through 
the  difficulties  of  our  duty,  and  to  bring 
us  at  laft  to  eternal  glory.  Let  us  then 
thankfully  acknowledge  our  dependance 
on  GOD  for  thefe  ineftimable  bleffings  ;  and 
apply  to  him  with  fervour  for  the  con 
tinuance  of  them  ;  that  fo,  by  the  infpi- 
ration  of  the  HOLY  SPIRIT,  we  may  always 
think  thofe  things  that  b*  good,  and  by 
his  merciful  guiding  may^perform  the  fame, 
through  JESUS  CHRIST  eur  Lorn 
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JOHN  xxi.— 22. 

JESUS  SAITH  UNTO  HIM,  "  IF  I  WILL  THAT 
"  HE  TARRY  TILL  I  COME,  WHAT  IS  THAT 
'*  TO  THEE  ?  FOLLOW  THOU  ME." 


T  the  fifteenth  verfe  of  this  Chapter 
we  find  our  Saviour  queftioning  St.  Peter 
concerning  the  truth  and  fincerity  of  that 
love  and  regard  which  he  profeffed  to  have 

X  4  for 
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for  his  Lord  and  matter  ; — whether  he  was 
now  determined,  after  thofe  repeated  de 
nials  of  him,  to  exhibit  to  the  world  a 
proof  of  his  integrity  by   a  ftedfafl  adhe 
rence  to  him  and   to   his  caufe.     When 
Peter  anfwered  that  he  was,  if  he  knew 
his  heart ;  and  declared  it  thrice  in  confir 
mation  of  his  fmcerity  ;  our  Saviour  tol(l 
him,  that,  in  confequence  thereof,  he  mufl 
diligently  attend  to  the  office  of  his  fta- 
tion  ;    and   afliduoufly  feed  the  flock   of 
CHRIST,  with  the  care  of  which  he  was 
now  intruded.     The  great  motives  to  the 
vigorous  performance  of  this   duty,    the 
great  reward  which  he  and  the  other  Apof* 
ties  would  obtain,  if  they  continued  faith 
ful,  CHRIST  hadelfewhere  laid  before  them ; 
all  that  he  does  here  is  to  fupport  the  dif^ 
fidence  of  St.  Peter,  and  to  encourage  him 
to  go  on  in  the  aflurance  of  his  fmcerity  : 
for  he  could  now  certify  him,  that  his  heart 

was 
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was  right  and  fixed ;  that,  notwithftanding 
his  faith  had  once  failed  him,  he  fhould 
henceforth  perfevere  firm  and  conftant  to 
the  end  ;  that  he  would  boldly  encounter 
every  hardfhip  in  the  way  of  his  miniftry; 
and  at  laft  lay  down  his  life  for  the  glory  of 
GOD,  and  the  truth  of  the  Gofpel.  Such 
was  his  duty  ;  and  fuch  was  to  be  his  fate. 

Now,  St.  Peter  having  heard  his  own 
fate  determined,  and  feeing  the  Difciplc 
whom  JESUS  loved,  his  curiofity  prompted 
him  to  af]k  his  Mafter,  how  He  intended  to 
difpofe  of  hiw?  "  LORD,  fays  he,  and 
"  what  (hall  this  man  dor"  Or,  what  is 
to  be  his  lot  and  deftiny  ?  To  this  our  Sa 
viour  replies  in  the  words  of  the  text,  "  if 
*'  J  will  that  he  tarry  till  I  come,  what  is 
«  that  to  thee  ?  Follow  thou  me." 

The 
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The  anfwer,  you  may  obferve,  is  in  no 
wife  adapted  to  the  queftion  :  it  is  adapted 
however  to  l  better  purpofe.  The  quef 
tion  \vas  a  matter  of  mere  curiofity  in 
which  St.  Peter  had  no  concern,  and  there 
fore  deferved  no  anfwer.  The  difpofition 
which  moved  him  to  make  the  enquiry 
was  fuch  as  ought  to  be  checked,  and 
therefore  our  Saviour,  in  his  wifdom  and 
goodnefs,  framed  his  reply  accordingly. 
For  the  natural  import  of  the  anfwer  is  a 
plain  reproof  to  his  unneceflary  inquifitive- 
nefs,  prying  into  a  fubjecl  which  it  was  .of 
no  ufe  to  him  in  the  world  to  know  ;  and 
an  intimation,  that  the  great  and  chief 
thing  which  fliould  engage  his  attention, 
was  to  prepare  himfelf  for  the  difcharge  of 
his  own  duty. 

This  rebuke  applied  here  to  a  fmgle  in* 
fiance,  may  juftly  be  extended  to  many 

more 
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more  of  a  fimilar  nature.     For  many  more 
fuch  inftances   there   are.      We  have   our 
curiosity  as  well    as  the  Apojlle  ;  and  our 
•curiofity,  like  his9  often  runs   into  unne-r 
ceflary   points.     How   many  fpeculations 
are  formed,  and  how  many  queftions  are 
agitated  among  Chriftians,  that  have  no 
regard  to  their  real  concern  ?     Specula 
tions  and  queftions  that  fall  dire&ly  under 
the  cenfure  of  my  text.     For  to  thofe  who 
are  engaged  in  them  it  may  very  properly 
be  faid  :  "  Whether  thefe  things  bey#  orfo 
*'  what  is  that  to  you  ?  they  make  no  part 
**  of  your  concern  :  attend  to  your  own 
**  affairs ;  learn  your  duty,  and  fulfil  it." 
In  this  viewl  the  words  are  of  general  ufe  ; 
and  carry  in  them  a  warm  admonition  to 
all  Chriftians,  not  to  indulge  needlefs  cu- 
riofity  in  the  dark  myfteries  of  the  Gofpel ; 
but  to  ftudy  and  apply  themfelves  to  thofe 
precepts  which  lead  to  holinefs 

and 
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and  a  good  life.     All  things  indeed   con 
tained  in  the  Gofpel — the  doctrines  as  well 
as   the  precepts  of  it  are   fubfervient   to 
piety;  and  of  confequence  fhould  be  care* 
fully  fhxjied.     But  the  misfortune  is,  that, 
not  content  with  what  is  written,  we  pufh 
our   enquiries    beyond   Revelation  ;    and 
perplex   ourfelves   with     abftriife  matters 
which  are  too  high  for  us  ;  matters  that 
we  are  not  concerned  to  know,  at  leaft  in 
the    degree    we   prefumptuoufly    aim    at. 
Now,  to  diiTuade  men  from  fo  perverfe  a 
condu6t,  need  we  fay  any  more  than,  what 
with  truth  may  be  faid,  that  moft  of  thofe 
myfterious  points  we  have  in  fearch,  are 
furrounded  with   fuch  darknefs,  that   we 
cannot,  with  all  our  endeavours,  attain  to 
the   knowledge   of  them  ?     They  lie   far 
above,  beyond  the  reach  of  our  compre- 
henfion  ;  and  therefore  inacceffible  to  our 

4 

prefent  faculties.     The  myfteri.ous  union 

of 
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of  the  bleffed  Trinity  ;  that  of  two  natures 
in  the  perfon  of  CHRIST  ;  the  neceflity  of 
our  Saviour's  incarnation  and  fufferings  ; 
the   fecret  ceconorny  of  Providence  ;  the 
method  of  divine  grace ;  the  ftate  of  de 
parted  fouls ;  and  the  particular  nature  of 
thofe   rewards    and     puniihments   which 
await  us  in  the  other  world  :  thefe,  and 
fuch  points  as  thefe,  we  may  perhaps  with 
to  know,  and  labour  to  difcover.     Yet  all 
our  wifhes  and  labours  will  never  carry  us 
with  any  ceftainty  beyond  the  limits  of 
Revelation.     The  light  from  above  is  our 
only  fafe  guide  in  thefe  matters.     So  far 
as  this  leads,  we  go  upon  fure  ground  ; 
but  as  foon  as  it  forfakes  us  we  are  loft  and 
bewildered.     Every  difcovery  we  attempt 
further  is  mere  guefs-work  ;  gives  no  fatif-» 
faftion,  and  is  of  no  ufe.     Would  indeed 
be   of  no  ufe,  though  a6kually  acquired. 
For  thefe  fecret  things  belong  not  unto  us, 

but 
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but  unto  the  LORD  our  GOD  :  and  therefore 
it  is,  that  they  are  kept  fecret.  What  re 
lates  to  ourfelves,  the  things  we  are  con 
cerned  to  believe  and  to  do,  are  all  clearly 
revealed,  and  lie  level  to  the  moft  common 
capacities. 

To  inftance  firft  in  what  'regards  belief! 
Surely  it  requires  no  mighty  depth  for  any 
man  to  convince  himfelf,  that  what  the 
GOD  of  .truth  has  revealed,  fhould  readily 
be  embraced  :  that  what  he- has  exprefTed 
in  the  language  of  men,  fhould  be  taken 
and  underftood  according  to  the  meaning 
of  that  language  ;  tjiat  if  there  are  fome 
things  which  exceed  the  powers  of  pur 
reafon,  that  they  were  defigned  to  exercife 
our  Faith  :  and  that  it  is  ftill  rational  to 
believe  them,  as  they  come  from  GOD^ 
though  we  canpot  thoroughly  comprehend 
them.  For  the  true  and  proper  foundation 

of 
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of  Faith  is  not  the  quality  or  clearnefs  of 
the  thing  revealed  ;  bftt  the  teftimony  and 
authority  of  the  perfon  who  reveals  it. 
Faith  always  implies  obfcurity  in  its  object. 
When  a  thing  is  clear,  and  perfectly  known, 
it  is  no  longer  believed.  For  knowledge 
excludes  belief  and  fwallows  it  up,  juft  in 
the  fame  manner  as  fruition  or  enjoymezit 
abforbs  hope.  Thefe  obfervations  and  fen- 
timents  naturally  arife  in  every  confiderate 
breaft.  And  they  who  approach  the 
Scriptures  with  thefe  fentiments  and  im- 
preffions,  will  find  no  great  difficulty  in 
believing  thofe  articles  of  faith  which  are 
there  propofed  to  them. 

They  will  find  ftill  lefs  in  what  relates 
to  praftice  ;  ia  aflenting  to  the  rules  and 
precepts  delivered.  For,  the  virtues  they 
enjoin  are  fo  conformable  to  our  notions 
of  GOD  and  goodnefs,  fo  agreeable  to  the 

die- 
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dictates  of  our  reafon  and  confcience,  that* 
if  we  are  free  from  the  influence  of  preju 
dice  and  paffion,  we  cannot  but  approve 
them.  If  in  confequence  of  this  approba 
tion,  we  a£tually  quit  the  road  of  vice^ 
and  dire6t  our  courfe  in  purfuit  of  vir 
tue,  we  fhall  daily  perceive  more  clearly 
the  wifdom  of  the  difpenfation  under 
which  we  live.  For  this  is  a  certain  truth, 
that  the  praftice  of  Religion  is  a  great 
help  to  our  more  complete  knowledge  of 
it.  It  is  fo,  as  it  engages  our  attention  to 
that  which  is  good.  It  is  fo,  as  it  keeps 
the  mind  candid  and  fmcere,  and  open  to 
convi£lion.  It  is  fo,  as  it  entitles  us  to 
the  bleffing  of  GOD  on  our  honeft  endea 
vours,  whofe  goodnefs  will  never  fuffer 
thofe,  who  ferve  and  feek  him  with  their 
whole  heart,  to  err  for  want  of  knowledge 
If  they  are  difpofed  to  do  his  will,  they 
ihall  know  of  th^  do6trine,  fo  much  at 

leaft 
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leaft  as  is  necefTary  to  make  them  wife  unto 
falvation. 

If  this  will  not  fatisfy  us,  but  oiif  curi- 
ofity  ftill  pants  after  higher  knowledge  ; 
and  would  fain  enter  into  the  Hidden 
myfteries  of  the  Gofpel,  then  let  me  remind 
you  further,  of  the  abfolute  unprofitable- 
nefs  of  fuch  enquiries.  They  can  turn  to 
no  account.  Suppofe  our  Saviour  had  in 
formed  St.  Peter  what  was  to  become  c*f 
his  beloved  difciple,  how  would  he  haye 
been  the  better  for  it,  or  what  advantage 
could  he  have  reaped  from  it .?  If  fucfc 
information  could  be  of  no  fervice  in  his 
cafe,  what  end  I  befeech  you,  could  bp 
ferved,  or  what  benefit  attained  in  ours^ 
^vere  we  all  admitted  into  a  clear  view  of 
thofe  myfterioils  truths  which  axe  locked 
up  from  us  ?  How  wronld  Religion  then 
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be  in  a  better  ftate  than  it  is  at  prefent,  or 
ourfelves  in  a  condition  to  be  better  men  I 

Under  the  prefent  ftate  of  Religion  we 
are   informed,    and   we  underftand,  that 
there  are  three  perfons  jointly  concerned 
-in   the  -  work   of  our  Redemption.     The 
Father  ordained  the  plan ;  the  Son  gra- 
cioufly  accomplished  it ;  and  the  Holy  Ghoft 
enables  us  to  fulfil  thofe  conditions,  which 
are  requifite  to  fecure  the  benefits  of  it.    We 
are  moreover  informed  for  our   comfort, 
-that  each  of  them  is  equal  to  what  he  has 
'afTumed,  bbcaufe  each   of  them  is   GOD. 
""-But*  how  tltiefe  three  perfons  are  but  one 
GOD,  we  comprehend  not.     And  did  we 
comprehend  it,  how  woyld  that  knowledge 
Contribute  to  render  us  either  more  grate^ 
fill  on  more  obedient,  than  we  ought  to  be 
•'on -the  prefent  fyftem  ?    Opr  gratitude  and 
^obedience  are  founded,  not  on  the  myftery 

of 
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of  the  Trinity,  which  we  may  never  know, 
but  on  the  things  that  have  been  done  for 
us,  and  are  required  of  us.  Thefe  we  know 
full  well  t  and  if  we  a6l  and  do  according 
to  thefe  things  happy  are  we. 

By  the  light  at  prefent  afforded  us  we 
underftand,  that  the  HOLY  SPIRIT  is  ever 
ready  to  ftrengthen  our  infirmities,  and  to 
help  us  forwards  in  our  duty  ;  and  though 
we  are  not  acquainted  with  the  method  of 
his  operations,  yet  how  can  that  either 
render  his  grace  the  lefs  effectual,  or  our 
obftinacy  in  refitting  it  the  lefs  finful  ? 

In  the  fame  manner  we  underftand,  that 
there  are  great  rewards  appropriated  to 
the  righteous,  and  great  punilhments  to 
the  wicked,  in  another  life ;  and  though 
we  know  not  the  precife  nature  of  thefe 
rewards  and  punifhments  what  they  are, 

Y  z  or 
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or  wherein  they  confifl — yet  is  it  not  fuf- 
ficient  in  all  reafon  to  influence  our  con- 
duel,  that  we  know,  as  we  do  know,  that 
the  one  will  make  us  extremely  happy,  and 
•the  other  extremely  miferable'? 

What  has  been  faid  of  thefe,  may  eafily 
be  applied  to  other  points  ;  and  plainly 
Ihews,  that  the  myfteries  of  Religion  are 
no  detriment  or  difadvantage  to  it :  fhews 
indeed  that  they  ferve  to  fupport  its  dig 
nity  and  power.  I  appeal  to  every  man's 
breaft,  whether  we  fhould  entertain  the 
fame  awful  impreflions  of  the*  divine  Ma- 
jefty,  if  the  perfe6lions  of  his  nature  and 
the  difpenfations  of  his  providence,  were 
only  fuch  as  we  could  clearly  fee,  and  per- 
fe6Hy  account  for.  Whether  it  does  not 
heighten  our  notion,  and  raife  the  value 
of  man's  redemption,  that  it  was  effe£ted 
in  fuch  a  miraculous  manner — in  a  manner 

not 
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not  only  beyond  example,  but  even  beyond 
our  comprehenfion.  Had  theie  things 
been  lefs  fublime  we  fhould,  it  is  true, 
have  known  them  better  ;  but  the  more 
you  lower  them,  to  bring  them  nearer  to 
our  capacities,  the  more  you  weaken  the 
power  of  them  upon  our  affedlions.  And 
the  lefs  power  they  have  on  our  affections, 
the  lefs  ferviceable  are  they  to  the  pur- 
poles  of  religion.  For  it  is  the  whole 
bufmefs  of  religion  to  influence  our  affec 
tions;  to  make  us  ardent  in  our  love  to 
GOD,  and  zealous  in  our  obedience  to  him. 
To  this  end  Revelation,  as  it  is,  is  excel* 
lently  adapted.  We  are  debarred  from  no 
knowledge  that  is  requifite  to  engage  our 
piety  and  wonder,  and  y^t  have  not  fo 
much  as  would  deftroy  our  reverence  and 
humility.  Between  the  light  and  the 
darknefs  we  are  kept  in  ?  due  poize  :  and 
we  have  reafon  to  conclude,  that  it  would 

Y  3  nof 


326  SERMON    XV. 

not  have  been  better,  probably  not  near 
fo  well,  if  either  more  had  been  difcovered 
to  us,  or  more  had  been  concealed  from 
us.  With  this  therefore  we  ought  to  be 
content : 

Especially  when  we  confider  further, 
that  fuch  bold  enquirks  into  hidden  things 
are  not  only  unprofitable,  but  dangerous 
top  : — of  fatal  confequence,  many  times, 
to  the  perfons  who  make  them  ;  to  others 
who  are  feduced  and  corrupted  by  them  ; 
and  to  the  caufe  of  Religion  in  general. 

The  perfons  who  purfue  fuch  curious 
fpeculations  are  themfelves  great  fufferers 
by  them  ;  becaufe  they  take  them  off  from 
more  ufefnl  fubje6ls.  We  are  fent  into 
the  world,  not  fo  much  to  fvirnifh  our 
beads  with  knowledge,  as  to  improve  our 
hearts  in  virtue.  The  knowledge  of  our 

duty 
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duty,  which  is  all  we  really  want,  lies  in 
a  fmall  compafs,  and  by  the  help  of  Reve 
lation  is  eafily  attained  ;  but  the  practice 
of  it  is  fo  difficult  and  extenfive,  that  it 
requires  all  our  time  and  all  our  pains  to 
carry  us  through  it,  and  make  us  perfe£t 
in  it.  Our  paflions  and  appetites  are  hard 
to  be  fubdued.  The  attacks  of  tempta 
tions  are  hard  to  be  refifted.  Much  labour 
and  diligence  are  necefTary  to  raife  us  to 
any  height  in  virtue  :  and  when  raifed  on 
high,  nothing  lefs  than  conftant  watchful- 
nefs  can  fecure  us  from  relapfing  into  vice. 
Was  there  then  no  other  inconvenience  at 
tending  thefe  airy  difquifitions,  than  that 
they  draw  us  afide  from  our  main  bufmefs — 
the  improvement  of  our  lives — yet  furely 
that  alone  is  fufficient  in  confcience  to  de 
ter  us  from  the  purfuit  of  them.  But  our 
curiofity  in  this  refpe6t  is  productive  of 
further  mifchiefs.  It  tin&ures  the,  mind 

Y  4  very 
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very  ftrongly  with  various  forts  of  vices. 
It  puffs  up,  and  fills  us  with  pride.  It 
renders  us  captious  and  aftuming  \  '«  doting 
"  about  queftions  and  ftnfes  of  words , 
"  whereof  cometh  envy,  contention,  rail- 
"  ings,  evil  furmifings  and  perverfe  dif- 
"  putings,"  All  which,  as  they  are  of  in 
finite  ill  confequence  to  ourfelves  ;  fo  are 
they  matter  of  great  fcandal  to  others,  who 
\vill  be  induced  thereby  to  think  religion  a 
thing  of  indifference,  and  to  ilielter  their 
under  our  dilputes. 


And  can  we  poffibly  wrong  Religion 
more,  than  by  turning  it  thus  from  a  rule 
of  life  into  a  matter  of  fcience  ?  As  if  men 
were  better  or  worie  in  proportion  to  what 
they  knoWj  and  not  in  proportion  to  what 
they  da.  But  be  your  knowledge  what  it 
\viil  ;  can  knowledge  fave  you  ?  It  is, 
like  Faith  without  works,  dead  and  infig- 
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nificant.  Happinefs  depends  on  practice. 
For  he  only,  who  doth  the  will  of  GOD, 
has  the  promife  of  being  rewarded  by  him. 
Know  and  believe  ever  fo  much  of  th* 
doa-rines  of  Religion,  yet  all  your  know 
ledge  and  belief,  unlefs  adorned  by  a  gpod 
life,  will  at  laft,  like  the  faith  of  devils, 
ferve  but  to  make  you  fear  and  tremble. 

Let  this  then  check  your  inquifitivenefs 
into  fpeculative  fubje6ts,  and  fix  your  at* 
tention  to  thofe  that  are  pra6fccal.  CHUIST 
has  made  you  wife  enough,  and  ftrong 
enough,  unto  falvation.  He  has  revealed 
what  you  ought  to  believe :  H&  has  told 
you  what  you  ought  to  pra£life :  And  he 
gives  you  abilities  to  acl  accordingly.  Study 
therefore  the  rules  of  your  duty  :  prefe 
upon  yourfelves  the  motives  to  it ;  and  by 
the  influence  of  thofe  motives  endeavour 
to  accomplifh  and  fulfil  it. 

Such 
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Such  a  diligent  obfervance  of  the  plain 
preceptive  parts  of  Chriflianity  will  bring 
in  to  us  immediately  a  vaft  and  prefent 
profit — a  profit  that  will  grow  daily  upon 
our  hands,  and  fully  reward  us  for  our 
trouble.     It  will  corre6l  the 'depravity  of 
our  nature ;  reform  our  difpofitions  ;  era 
dicate  our  vices  ;  and  improve  our  virtues. 
It  willfoperate  to  our  own  perfe6tion,  arid 
the  benefit  of  all  around  us.     And  GOD, 
who   is   a  lover  of  men,   thinks  himfelf 
much  better  ferved   when  we   are   ufeful 
and  exemplary  to  the  age  we  live  in,  than 
when   we    purfue   the   higheft  and   moft 
fubtle  fpeculations.      This   is    to   follow 
CHRIST  ;  for  he  went  about  doing  good  ; 
and  hath  given  us  an  example  that  we 
fhould  tread  in  his  fleps.     This  GOD  hath 
fhewed  us  to  be  our  duty.     For  "  what 
"  doth  the  LORD  require  of  us,  but   to  do 
"  iuflly,  $nd  to  love  mercy,  and  to  walk 

«  hum- 
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"  humbly  before  him."  Herein  there- 
fore  let  us  more  particularly  exercife  our- 
felves.  For  after  all  our  enquiries,  we 
fhall  be  forced  at  laft  to  agree  with  Solo 
mon  in  this  conclufion — "  That  to  fear 
"  GOD,  and  keep  his  commandments  is 
<c  the  whole  concern  of  man."  The  only 
thing  that  can  give  us  comfort  here — and 
the  only  thing  that  can  make  us  happy 
hereafter. 
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THE  OVERFLOWINGS  OF  UNGODLINESS  MADS 
ME    AFRAID. 


TV:£i,  .  "     "'^ 

H  E    civil  condition  of  every   ftate, 

whether  good  or  bad,  has  always  been  ob- 
ferved  to  maintain  a  regular  and  exa6t  corr 
refpondence  with  the  moral  condu6t  and 
charafter  of  its  inhabitants.  The  nature  of 

*  This  Sermon  was  preached  upon  a  faft-day.  during: the. 
American  war, 

things 
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things  and  the  decree  of  GOD  have  fo  clofe- 
ly  connected  them  together,  that  the  one 
is  invariably  determined  by  the  other. 
4*  When  the  people  are  righteous,  the  na 
tion  is  exalted  :  when  they  become  vicious, 
it  is  brought  low." 

Upon  this  principle,  confirmed  to  him 
£>y  the  experience  of  ages,  the  Royal  Pro 
phet,  when  he  faw  his  fubjecSls  difavowing 
their  allegiance,  and  a6ling  a  wicked  and 
rebellious  part,  could  not  help  expreffing 
his  fears  of  thofe  dreadful  miferies,  which 
fo  impious  a  conduft  was  likely  to  bring 
both  on  the  kingdom  and  themfelves. 
Such  "  overflowings  of  ungodlinefs  made 
him  afraid."  And  indeed  well  they  might, 
for  vices  of  every  degree  have  always  an, 
ill  effe6t  on  the  public  :  and  the  higher 
they  rife,  the  more  ruinous  the  confe- 
quences.  When  impiety  therefore  breaks  its 

bounds, 
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bounds,  and  threatens  to  overflow  the  land  ; 
all,  who  are  expofed  to  the  fury  of  the  inun 
dation,  have  great  reafon  to  be  afraid :  have 
great  reafon  to  guard  againft  their  danger ; 
and  to  unite  their  endeavours  for  the  com 
mon  fafety,  by  checking  and  diverting  its 
deftruftive  courfe. 

That  popular  vices  not  only  may,  but 
aftually  did  among  feveral  nations,  rife 
up  to  fuch  an  enormous  height,  we  are 
fully  aflured  by  the  concurrent  teftimony 
of  ancient  hiftories.  What  the  caufes  were, 
that  chiefly  contributed  to  this  notorious 
wickednefs,  we  are  not  always  told  :  nor 
does  it  concern  us  much  to  know.  This, 
however,  let  us  carefully  remark,  that  the 
very  fame  hiftories,  which  give  us  an  ac 
count  of  the  manifold  vices  thofe  nations 
pra6lifed,  give  us  likewife  as  clear  an  ac 
count  of  the  manifold  calamities  they  con- 

Z  fequently 
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fequently  fuffered.  And  let  this  remark 
excite  us,  as  it  ought,  ferioufly  to  reflect 
on  our  own  conduct  ;  and  examine,  how 
we  are  really  circumftanced  in  this  re- 


When  we  come  to  enter  on  this  impor 
tant  examination,  the  following  queftion 
will  naturally  occur  —  "  are  we  better  than 
they  ?"  Better,  doubtlefs,  we  ought  to 
be,  becaufe  we  enjoy  greater  advantages. 
The  fuperior  .excellency  of  our  religion 
fhould,  in  reafon,  make  us  more  excellent 
in  our  lives  :  and  the  mighty  bleffings  we 
have  been  favoured  with,  fhould  have  kept 
us  fleadfafl  in  our  religious  obedience  to 
that  gracious  Being,  from  whofe  liberal 
bounty  they  originally  flowed. 

That  GOD,  who  has  fhewed  himfelf  fo 
peculiarly  beneficent  to  us,  ought,  furely, 

to 
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to  be  adored  by  us,  with  peculiar  reve 
rence,  and  holy  zeal.  But  have  we  that 
awful  veneration  for  Him,  which  his  Ma- 
jefty  claims  ? — that  inward  piety  towards 
Him,  which  his  goodnefs  demands  ?  Are 
we  always  careful  to  give  Him  the  honour 
due  unto  his  name  ;  and  to  worfhip  Him 
with  holy  worfhip  ?  Are  we  always  at 
tentive  to  what  He  commands  ;  and  dili 
gent  in  the  obfervance  of  his  righteous  in- 
jun£tions  ?  How  comes  his  name  then  to 
be  fo  commonly,  and  fo  \vantonly  pro 
faned  ?  How  comes  his  fan6tuary  then  to 
be  fo  little  frequented  ;  to  be  indeed  fo 
forfaken,  fo  defolate,  as  it  is  ?  How  come 
his  laws  then  to  be  fo  flightly  regarded,  fo 
prefumptuoufly  defpifed,  fo  daringly  vio 
lated,  as  we  know  they  are  ? 

Thefe,  alas !  are  manifeft  figns  of  the 
decay  of  piety  :  \voful  indications  of  the 

Z  2  want 
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want  of  Religion.  But  when  once  Reli 
gion  and  the  fear  of  GOD  are  thus  un 
happily  thrown  afide  ;  then  will  inevitably 
fpring  up  in  their  ftead  diforder,  confu- 
fion,  and  every  evil  work.  This  all  the 
former  ages  experienced  :  and  this  we  now 
experience  ourfelves. 

j( 

For,  ever  firice  we  have  learned  to  forget 
our  GOD,  and  to  neglect  his  religion  and 
worfhip  ;  with  what  fhamelefs  front  have 
licentioufnefs  and  debauchery,  intempe 
rance  and  luxury,  been  ftalking  through 
the  land  ?  Thefe  arrogant  vices  foon  in 
troduced  a  kindred  troop  of  others,  as 
miniflering  fervants  to  fupply  their  de 
mands  :  Such  are  fraud  and  injuftice,  ra 
pine  and  violence,  cruelty  and  oppreffion, 
treachery  and  deceit.  Behind  thefe  we 
may  obferve  a  confufed  group  of  leffer 
vices,  extremely  injurious  to  the  welfare  of 

fociety, 
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fociety,  as  well  as  difpleafmg  to  the  purity 
of  GOD  :  fuch  as  falfehood  and  perfidiouf- 
nefs,  pride  and  envy,  malice  and  revenge, 
flander  and  detra£tion,  uncharitablenefs, 
felfifhnefs,  and  difcontent. 

View  this  picture,  this  portrait  of  the 
nation,  and  own  it  to  be  juft  :  view  the 
original,  and  be  afraid.  For  with  how  great 
and  reafonable  an  apprehenfion  muft  every 
ferious  man  look  on  this  ftate  of  things,  who 
confiders  the  grievous  and  miferable  con- 
fequences  that  muft  naturally  attend  it  ! 

It  has  ever  been  obferved,  that  when 
profanenefs  and  irreligion  have  prevailed 
among  any  people,  all  civil  crimes  have 
abounded  likewife,  to  the  great  danger  and 
detriment  of  the  ftate.  And  how  indeed 
fhould  it  poffibly  be  otherwife  ?  For  when 
men  once  ceafe  to  "  fear  GOD,"  it  cannot 
Z  3  be 
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be  expected,  that  they  fhould  long  con* 
tinue,  either  to  "  love  the  brotherhood," 
or  to  "  honour  the  king."  And  when  bro 
therly  love  and  mutual  benevolence  no 
longer  fubfift  among  them,  what  room  is 
there  left  for  good  faith  and  mutual  confi 
dence  ?  And  when  mutual  confidence  is 
deftroyed,  muft  not  every  one  live  in  con- 
ftant  diftruft  of  every  other  ;  and  think 
himfelf  obliged  to  be  perpetually  on  his 
guard  againft  their  violence,  or  their  de 
ceit  ?  But  when  the  wild  lulls  and  raging 
paffions  of  corrupt  nature  are  let  looie  to 
their  feveral  purfuits,  who  knows  from 
what  quarter,  or  in  what  meafure,  infults 
and  injuries  may  fall  upon  him  ?  This 
only  the  good  man  knows,  and  this  IIQ 
fincerely  laments,  that  fuch  general  dif- 
orders,  though  they  hurt  him  much,  muft 
injure  the  community  infinitely  more : 
muft  difturb  its  peace,  and  dcftroy  its  liar* 
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niony  :  muft  weaken  its  powers,  and  fruf- 
trate  its  defigns  :  muft  fubjeft  its  authority 
to  be  defpifed  abroad,  becaufe  found  to  be 
fo  little  refpefted  at  home. 

When  a  nation  comes  to  this  pafs,  how 
jnftifiable  are  our  fears  for  its  welfare,  if  we 
confider  only  thefedeftrudlive  confequences, 
which  naturally  refult  from  its  wickednefs 
and  corruption  ?  But  how  much  higher 
muft  our  concern  rife,  when  we  confider  it 
moreover,  as  expofed  to  the  vengeance  of 
an  offended  GOD  ? 

For,  though  every  vice,  is,  by  the 
eftablifhed  laws  of  nature,  conftantly  at 
tended  with  fome  immediate  punifhment  ; 
yet  thefe  natural  and  ordinary  penalties  are 
not  the  whole  that  is  always  due  and  or 
dained  to  our  crimes.  When  they  become 
Z  4  general, 
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general,  they  become  more  malignant ; 
and  confequently  deferve  more  fignal  in- 
fliftions.  Private  fins  may  fafely  be  refer, 
ved  to  the  final  doom  ;  but  it  is  highly  ex 
pedient  on  many  accounts,  that  general 
and  public  fins  fhould  meet  with  general 
and  public  punifhment.  And  indeed,  have 
they  not  always  met  with  it  ?  Look  at  the 
generations  of  old,  and  fee  ;  confult  the 
ages  that  are  paft,  and  obferve  ;  whether 
any  ftate  or  kingdom,  overrun  with  impi 
ety,  vice  and  immorality,  was  ever  fuffered 
to  go  unpuniftied  ?  The  chief  accounts  of 
former  times,  what  are  they,  but  fo  many 
declared  inftances  of  GOD'S  awful  and  aveng 
ing  power,  exercifed  on  finful  and  incor 
rigible  nations  ?  For  when  they  obftinately 
perfifted  in  evil  courfes,  and  wickednefs 
became  prevalent  among  them,  He  took 
the  government  into  his  own  hands,  and, 
by  the  immediate  interpofition  of  his  fu- 
a  preme 
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preme  authority,  chaftifed  them  with  vi- 
fible  and  diftinguifhed  ftrokes  of  refent- 
ment. 

With  what  impreflions  of  terrour  then 
muft  every  one,  who  believes  in  a  GOD  and 
a  providence,  behold  himfelf  in  the  midfl 
of  a  land,  whofe  morals  have  for  fome  time 
been  extremely  depraved  ;  and,  notwith- 
ftanding  repeated  warnings,  are  coritinu- 
ally  proceeding  from  bad  to  worfe  ?  He 
knows,  that  the  LORD,  who  hateth  iniquity, 
"  will  certainly  vifit  for  thefe  things  :" 
and  therefore  his  fears  may  juftly  be  alarm 
ed,  left  the  fame  calamities  fhould  be  in- 
flidted  on  his  own,  as  were  formerly  in- 
fli£ted,  in  the  like  cafe,  on  other  corrupt 
and  impenitent  nations. 

' »  «  ; 

After  what  manner  the  Almighty  may 
exert  himfelf;  or  what  evils  we  are  to  ef- 
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timate  as  immediate  inftances  of  his  divine 
refentment,    we   cannot   prefume   to   fay. 
But  this   however  we  may  fay   with  cer 
tainty — and  this  our  prefent  fituation  leads 
vis  ferioufly   to  refte£t   upon — that,  when 
any  nation  becomes  remarkably  corrupt 
and  immoral,  it  is  one  mode  of  divine  pu- 
nifhrnent,  firft  to  divide  it   againft  itfelf ; 
and  then  to  make  the  divided  powers  mu 
tual  fcourges  to  each  other.     Hear  what 
the  LORD  fays  by  his  Prophet  to  the  fre-» 
quently    admonifhed,     but    unrepenting, 
Egypt.     "  I  have  mingled  a  perverfe  fpi- 
"  rit  in  the  midft  thereof.     And  I  will  fet 
"  the    Egyptians   againft  the  Egyptians  : 
"  and  they  ihall  fight  every  one  againft  his 
"  brother,  and  every  one  againft  his  neigh- 
*&  bour  ;  city  againft  city  ;  and  kingdom 
"  againft     kingdom :     and    Egypt    (hall 
«  fall/*' 
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To  whatever  caufe  then  we  may  be  dif- 
pofed  in  politics  to  attribute  our  diffentions 
and  national  calamities  ;  in  reafon  and  reli 
gion  it  would  be  moil  prudent  to  afcribe 
them  to  our  accumulated  national  fins:  ancj 
confequently,  to  feek  their  removal  by  un 
feigned  national  repentance.  To  fuch  re 
pentance  we  are  ftrongly  preffed  by  vari* 
ous  and  weighty  reafons.  It  is  one  of  the 
moft  effeiStual  means  to  compofe  and  allay 
our  contentions  ;  one  of  the  moft  effe&ual 
means  to  relieve  us  from  the  evils  we  la 
bour  under  :  one  of  the  mod  effectual 
means  to  reftore  to  us  our  loft  happinefs. 
We  have  never  yet  gained  any  thing  by  our 
vices  :  by  our  repentance  we  may  gaia 
rnuch.  Our  vices  indeed  we  mnft  renounce, 
*f  we  are  duly  fenfible  of  their  fatal  tenden 
cy.  And  yet,  wholly  infenfible  we  can 
not  be.  For  the  natural  confequences  of 
our  fins,  and  the  fuperadded  punifhment 
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infli6led  on  them,  have  appeared  plainly 
for  fome  time — in  the  diftrefTes  and  cala 
mities  of  private  life  ;  and  in  the  burdens, 
diforders,  and  uneafmeflfes  of  the  public  : 
and  now,  in  the  additional  increafe  that 
is  made  to  our  enemies  ;  and  in  the  addi 
tional  expence  we  mud  neceffarily  be  at,  to 
maintain  ourfelves  againft  their  efforts. 

What  fuccefs  we  fhall  finally  meet  with 
in  the  courfe  of  this  lengthened  conteft,  He 
only  knows,  who  knows  all  things.  We 
may  vainly  boaft,  that  we  have  ftrength 
for  the  war  :  but  our  wifdom  would  be,  to 
fecure  inftantly,  his  aid,  in  whofe  hands  are 
the  iffues  of  it,  by  humble  contrition  and 
fmcere  penitence.  Then  may  we  fafely  af- 
fume  confidence.  For  if  we  make  "  the 
"  LORD  our  refuge  and  ftrength,  we  (hall 
"  be  fure  to  find  him  a  very  prefent  help 

"  in  all  our  troubles." 
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Prefled,  as  we  are,  by  fuch  weighty  con- 
federations,  let  us  accordingly  endeavour 
to  recall  and  revive  the  genuine  fpirit  of 
true  religion.  Let  us  be  careful  to  reve 
rence  GOD,  in  his  name,  in  his  fabbaths,  in 
his  fanftuary.  Let  us  ufe  all  diligence  to 
reform  our  tempers,  to  corre6t  our  failures 
and  to  improve  our  virtues.  Let  us  efti- 
mate  life,  not  as  a  fcene  of  diffipation  and 
thoughtleffnefs — not  as  a  fcene  of  pleafure 
and  amufements — but,  as  what  it  really  is, 
a  flate  of  probation  and  trial  ;  where  \ve 
muft  neceffarily  perfe6l  ourfelves  in  good- 
nefs,  if  we  mean  to  fecure  either  prefent 
comfort,  or  future  peace  and  eternal  hap- 
pinefs. 

Thus  reafon  dire£ls  us  to  a6l :  and  here 
intereft  coincides  with  reafon,  and  pleads 
for  reformation  with  redoubled  force.  We 
are  apt  to  complain,  that  the  times  are  bad, 

and 
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and  our  profpeft  gloomy.  "  Would  w& 
then  fee  better  times  ?  Let  us  efchew  evil, 
and  do  good  :  let  us  feek  peace,  and  enfue 
it.  For  the  eyes  of  the  LORD  are  over  the 
righteous  ;  and  his  ears  are  open  unto  all 
their  prayers  :  and  no  good  thing  will  he 
ever  withhold  from  them  that  lead  a  godly 
life," 

If  then  we  have  any  real  concern  for  the 
welfare  and  profperity  of  our  country  ;  let 
us  now  prove  it,  not  by  our  words,  but  by 
our  actions  :  by  concurring  to  flop  the 
contagion  of  fin,  and  the  overfpreading 
deluge  of  iniquity  :  by  making  ourfelves 
exemplars  of  virtue,  and  promoters  of  every 
good.  Every  degree  of  virtuous  improve 
ment  will  contribute  fomething  to  the  be 
nefit  of  the  ftate.  The  more  perfe6l  our 
amendment,  the  brighter  will  be  our  prof- 
pect,  and  the  greater  our  hope.  And 

would 
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would  but  this  national  humiliation  pro 
duce,  what  is  unquestionably  meant  it 
fhould  produce,  a  national  reformation; 
then  might  we  boldly  fay  in  the  language 
of  the  Prophets  : — 


c< 

cc 


Affociate  yourfelves,  O  ye  people,  and 
ye  fhall  be  broken  in  pieces  :  take  coun- 
"  fel  together,  and  it  fhall  come  to  nought: 
"  fpeak  the  word,  and  it  fhall  not  fland  : 
"  for  GOD  is  with  us.  San6lify  therefore 
4{  the  LORD  of  hofts  ;  and  let  him  be  your 
"  fear  ;  and  let  him  be  your  dread  :  and  he 
"  will  be  for  a  fandtuary  unto  you. — For 
"  GOD  will  fave  Sion,  and  build  the  cities 
"  of  Judah.  The  poflerity  alfo  of  his 
"  faints  fhall  inherit  it  ;  and  they  that  love 
"  his  name  fhall  dwell  therein.  Their 
«6  children  fhall  continue  ;  and  their  feed 
««  fhall  be  eftablifhed  before  him."  Amen  ! 
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Bedell  Mr.  Dartford.     2  copies. 

Begbie  A.  Efq.  New-Broad-Street. 

Belchier  Mrs.     Great  Ruflel- Street. 

Bel]    Rev.  Dr.     Fellow   of    St.  John's  Oxford,    and 

Chaplain  to  the  Faclorv,  at  Oporto.     4  copies. 
Bell  Mr.  R.  B.     Cooper's  Row. 
Bell  Mifs.  Eltham. 

Bell  Rev.  R.  B.—LL.  B.  New-college,  Oxford. 
Bellis  Mr.  William,     Edmonton. 
Belward  Rev.  Dr.  Mailer  of  Cai us  College,  Cambridge. 
Bennet  P.  Efq.     Barion,   Suffolk, 
Bennet  Mrs.  St.  Edmond's  Bury. 
Benfon  Mifs.    Groivenor  Stieet. 

Berdmore  Rev.  Dr.   Scrope,  Warden    of  Merton  Col 
lege  Oxford,  2  copies. 
Berkley  Rev.    Dr.    Writtle,  Eflex. 
Bernal  I.  I.   Efq.  Fitzroy  Square. 
Berwick  Mn.  Hailow-Houfe,    Worcefter. 
Bethune  Rev.  G.  M.  Reaor  of  Wanftrow. 
Bettefworth  ty/Lrs.    The  Hide,  Herts. 
Beverley  Cornet,  W.  R. 

Biker  Rev.  "Thomas.  M.  A.  Culworth,  Northampton. 
Bing  George,   Efq.  M.  P. 
Bingley  Thomas^  Jun.  Efq.  Birching  Lane. 
Birch  Rev.  Thomas^LL.B.  Fellow  of  St.  John's^  Oxford. 
Mrs,  Thomas,  ^Bond-Street. 

Bird 
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Bird  Thomas,  Efq. 

Bird  Mrs.  Bath.  2  copies. 

Bird  Mifs.     ditto. 

Bilhop  Rev.  William,  Henftridge. 

Blache  I.  T.  Efq. 

Bldckburne  John,  Efq.  Bufh-Hill.     3  copies. 

Blackburne  Mrs.  ditto. 

Blackburne  Mifs.  ditto. 

Blackburne  Mifs.  Frances,  ditto. 

Blackburne  John,  Jun.  Efq.  ditto. 

Blackburne  Henry-Stephenfon,  Efq.  ditto. 

Blackburne  George  Hanway.  ditto. 

Btackburne  Edward  Berens.  ditto. 

Blackburne  Mrs.  Park-Street,  Weftminfter. 

Blackman  John-Lucie,   Efq.  Craven- Street. 

Blackman  Mrs.  ditto. 

Blackwood  ShovcH,    Efq.  Serie-Street. 

Blair  Colonel,  Stratford  Place. 

Blake  Mrs.     Iflington. 

Blake  Mrs. 

Blakifton  Rev.  George  F B.  D.  Fellow  of  St.  John's 

Oxford. 
Blayney    Rev.   Dr.   Regius   ProfefTor    of  Hebrew  and 

Canon  of  Chrift  Church,  Oxford. 
Blizard  William,  Efq.  Devonfhire- Square. 
Blofeld  Thomas,  Efq.  Temple. 
Bloxam  Matthew,  Efq.  M.  P.    Southwark. 
Boddam  Rawfon-Hart,  Efq.  Capell-Houfe. 
Boddam  Mrs.  ditto. 

Boddington  Thomas,  Efq.  Clapton  2  copies. 

Boddington 


vi  SUBSCRIBERS  NAMES. 

Boddington  Mrs.  Samuel,  Southgate,  2  copies. 

Bond  Rev.  I.     Suffolk. 

Bonham  Henry,  Efq. 

Bonham  Mrs.    Hatton-Street. 

Bofanquet    Samuel,  Efq.  Forefl-Houfe,    Walthamftow. 

2  copies. 

Boucher  Rev.  Richard,  Bright- Waltham,  Berks. 
Boucher  John,  Efq.  Edmonton,  5  copies. 
Bowen  Mr.  Thomas. 
Bowles  Mifs.     Wanftead-Houfe,  Efiex. 
Bowman  John,  Efq.. 
Boyd  Mrs.  Putney-Hill. 
Bradbury  Rev.  William,  Saling,  EfTex* 
Bragg  Mr.  Stephen.     Edmonton. 
Brant  Mrs.  Highbury-Terrace. 
Brazier  Mrs.  Cooper's  Row. 
Bredel  Peter,  Efq.     Spiral-Square. 
Breefe  Mr.  Mrs.  and  Family,  CooperVRow.  5  copies. 
Brent  Mrs.  Adelphi. 

Bricdale ,  E<q.  Court-Hpufe,  Taunton. 

BrScdale  John,  Efq.  ditto. 

Brickwood  Nathanael,  Efq.  St.  Mary  Axe. 

Bridges  Mrs.    Canterbury. 

Bridges  John,  Efq.  Tooting. 

Bridges  George,  Efq. 

Bright  John,  Efq.  Tooting. 

Broadly  Mrs. 

Brockfopp  Mr.  Edward,  Savage-Gardens. 

Brocus  Mrs  Upper- Grofvenor  Street, 

Brooks  Mifs,  Norwich 

ByowghtOB 


SUBSCRIBERS  NAMES.; 

Broughton  B.  Efq. 

Brown  Mrs,  Cooper's  Row. 

Brown  Mr.  Edward] 

Brown  Mr.  Timothy,   St.  Mary  Hill. ! 

Browne  James,  Efq.     3  copies. 

Browne  Mrs.  Cheapfide. 

Browning  William,   Efq. 

Bryant  Jacob,  Efq.  Upper  Norton  Street.    2  copies. 

Buckner  Rev.  Dr. 

Bulcock  James,  Efq.  St.  Margaret's  Hill. 

Bunny  Mrs.  Bath,  2  copies. 

Burchall  Efq.    Pig-Street. 

Burlton  Mifs,  Edmonton. 

Burlton  Mifs  Ann,  ditto. 

Burminfter  — *-  Efq.  Bimopfgate-Street. 

Burniide  Andrew,  Efq.  Bourn-houfe,  Bexley,  Kent. 

Bufhnan  Mrs.  Tottenham. 

Bufk,  Mrs.  Leeds. 

Butterworth,  Mr.  Bufh-Hill. 

Butterworth  Mifs,  ditto. t 

Buxton  Mrs.  Mortimer-Street. 

Buxton  •  Efq.  Mincing  Lane. 


Canterbury  his  Grace  the  Archbifhop  of.    10  copies. 

Clarke  Lady,  Edmonton. 

Canterbury  Rev.  the  Dean  and  Chapter  of.  2  copies. 

Cade  Philip,  Efq.  Bath,j 

Cade 
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Cade  Mrs.  ditto. 

Cain  Mrs.  Stapleford-Tawney,  EfTex. 

Calrow  Jofeph,  Erq.  St,  Mary-Hill. 

Calverley  Thomas,  Efq.  Ewe!!,  £  copies. 

Calverley  Mrs.   ditto. 

Calverley  Thomas,  jun.  Efq.  ditto,  ^  copied 

Carne  C.  I.  Efq. 

Carr  Rev.  C.  Twickenham. 

Cartier  John  Efq.  Bedgebury,  Kent.' 

Cattley  Stephen,  Efq.  Park-place,  Camberwell. 

Cawne  Efq.  Mercers-Hall. 

Chalic  Mr. 

Champion  Alexander,  Efq.  Winchester- Str.  10  copies. 

Champion  Benjamin,  Efq.  New-Broad-Street. 

Champion  Mifs,  ditto. 

Chapman  George,  Efq. 

Chapman  Sands.   Efq. 

Chapman  Mr.  William,  Lothbury. 

Charleton  Mrs.  White-Friars,  Glocefler. 

Cherry  George,  Efq.  Devonfhire-Street,  Queen- fquare. 

Chatfield  Mr.  John. 

Chatfield,  Mrs.  Cooper's -Row. 

Chauncey,  Charles  Snell,  Efq.  Theobald's. 

Clark  Mrs.  Norwich. 

Clark,  George,  Efq. 

Clark  Mr.  Charles. 

Clarke  Rev.  Thomas,  M.  A.  Rector  of  Ickenham, 

Clarke  Mrs. 

CUrke  I.  Efq.  Store-Street,  Bedford-Square. 

Clarke  W.  S,  ditto. 

Clark© 


SUBSCRIBERS    NAMES  ix 

Clarke  J.  Calvert,  Efq.  Barbican. 
Clarke  Mifs.  Dean-Street,  Audley-fquare« 
Clarke  William,  Efq.  Tottenham. 
Clarke  Mrs.  Ditto. 

Clarke  Mr.  Anthony.  Throgmorton^Street* 
Clarke  Mr.  William.  Gracechurch-Street. 
Claxton  William,  Efq.  Enfield. 
Claxton  John,  Efq,  Shirley,  near  Croydon, 
Claxton  Mrs. 
Cock  Mr. 

Cole  CharleS,  Efq.  Southgate. 
Colkett  Daniel,  Efq.  Hackney, 
Collier  Mr.  John. 
Collier  Mrs.  Jane. 
Colfon  John,  Efq.  Crutched  Friars, 
Complin  Mr.  Enfield. 

Coney  Rev. William.  Re&or  of  Breamore,  Hants.  5  copies. 
Coney  Mrs. 

'Coney  Rev.  T.  Batcombo 

Coney  Bicknell,  Efq.  Leadenhall-Street,  2  copiesi 
Conybeare  Rev.  Dr.  Redor  of  St.  Botolph,  Bifhopfg. 
Cook  Rev.  Dr.  Dean  of  Ely. 

Cook  Rev.  Waflibourne.   Reftor  of  Hardwick,  Bucks. 

2  copies. 
Cooke  Rev,  Dr.  Fellow  of  Oriel  College,  Oxford. 

Cooper  Rev.  . Barton,  Suffolk. 

Copeland  Gabriel,  Efq.  Clapham. 
Corbett  Mr.  Peter  j  New -Street,  Bifliopfgate. 
Core  Mrs.  Tottenham. 
Corkran  Lewis,,  Efq.  Gower -Street. 
Cornthwaite  Rev.  Thomas.  Vicar  of  Hackney. 

c 


x  SUBSCRIBERS    NAMES, 

'  *. 
Cornthwate  Mr.  Bank. 

Cotton  Rev.  R.  H.  Enfield. 

Cottrcll  Rev.  Charles,  Jeffreys,  AM. 

Coulthard  Mrs. 

Courtney  Rev.  J.  Trinity  College,  Cambridge. 

Coward  Thoma%  Efq.  Spargrove. 

Co  we  11  John,  Efq. 

Cowell  G.  Efq: 

Cox  Rev. .  Redor  of  A&on, 

Cox Efq. 

Cracherode  Rev. . 

Cranmer  Rev.  Robert.  Recio?  of  Nuriling,  Kent, 
Cranmer  Mrs.  Martha. 
Crefpigney  Mrs.   Camberwell. 
Crifp  Mrs.  Stoke-Newington. 

Croft ,  Efq.  Oporto.  2  copies. 

Crofts  Mifs.   Bath. 
Crolby  Mr.  Robert.  St,  John  Street. 
Crofby  Robert,  Efq.  Koxton- Square. 
Crofby  Mrs.    Chatham- Place. 
Crefie  Richard,  Efq. 
Croughton  William,  Efq.  Carnberweil. 
Croughton  Mrs.   Clapham, 
Crowther  P.  W.  Efq.  Guildhall. 
Gumming  Mifs. 

Currie  Mark,  Efq.  Bloomfbury^ 
Currie  Ifaac,  Efq.  Cornhill. 
Curteis  Williajm,  Efq.  Camberwell. 
Curtis  Mr.  Alderman.  M.  P.  3  copies, 
Curtis  Timothy,  Efq.  Hackney. 

CufackChriftopher;Efo .  Rathaldon-Caftle,Meath,Ireland> 

Durham, 


SUBSCRIBERS   NAMES.  xi 

D. 

Durham  the  Hon.  and  Rt.  Rev.  theLd.  Bp.  of.  50  copies. 

Ducie  Lord.  Dover-Street,  Piccadilly. 

Dale  Dr.    Union-Coart,  Broad-Street. 

Dalton  John,  Efq.  Pitcombe. 

Dampier  Rev.  Dr.   Dean  of  Rochefter. 

Dampier  Henry,  Efq.  Bloomfbury-Square, 

Daranda  Mrs.  Mary.     Putney. 

Daranda  Mrs.  Henrietta,  ditto. 

D'Aranda  Rev,  Peter,  M.  A.  Vicar  of  Great  Burftead, 

Eflex. 

Darby  John,  Efq.  Cambridge-Heath,  Hackney. 
Darell  Edward,  Efq. 
Darell  Robert,  Efq. 

Dauncey  Mrs.  Hart-Street,  Bloomfbury. 
Davidfon  Mrs.    6  copies. 
Davies  Rev,  Dr,    Provoft  of  Eton, 
Davies  Mrs,  Frances.   2  copies. 

Dawe  Hill,  Efq.  Ditchet. 

Davvfon  Edward,  Efq, 

Dawfon  Mrs. 

Dawfon  William,  Efq.  Ampthill,  Bedfordfhire. 

Dawfon  Mrs. 

Deacon  Mr.  James, 

Dealtry  Mifs,   2  copies. 

Dearman  Rev.  Henry.   Uxbridge.  10  copies. 

Delamars  Mrs.  Theobald's,  Chefhurtt.  10  copies. 

Derby  Mrs. 

De  Vifme  Philip  Nathanael,  Efq.  5  copies. 

PC  Vifmc,  Mrs, 

DC  Vifmc 
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De  Vifme  Philip,  Efq, 

De  Vifme  Gerard,  Efq, 

De  Vifme  Mifs. 

De  Vifme  Mifs  Louifa, 

De  Vifme  Mifs  Harriet. 

De  Vifme  Gerard,  Efq.  Grofvenor-Square? 

Dewar  Edward,  Efq,  CJapham, 

Dewar  Mrs. 

Dickerfon  Mrs.  Tottenham, 

Dickinfon  John,  Efq. 

Dixon  William,  Efq. 

Dixon  Mrs.  Eltham. 

Dixon    Mr.    Charles.  Savage-Gardens, 

Dccwra  Mr.  Tnomas.  Ware 

Dodd   Rev.  , 

Dolby  Mifs. 
Dolignon  Mrs. 

Dor  Jdfon  WilHam,  Efq.  10  copies. 
Dornen  George,  £;q.  Margaret-street,  CaycndifliSquare 
Mrs.  Brook-Street. 


Dove  Ke<'.  I.  Ipfwich, 
Dowel'    Mr. 
Do  A      M.-s. 
Down  ng   RMT.  P laden. 
Dowuin-    A1  .  Hackney. 
D  w  t  Il;n  v-VViiiiaiii,  Efq,  Peckham. 
Dra  "  Mi.  Thomas.  Limehouic. 
Draper  D'Mi.ei,   Eiq.  ^;:.  James's-Street. 
-*— ,  Efq.  Coinpton,  Suiiex. 

Drewe 
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Drewe  William,  Efq.  Spring -Gar  Jens. 

JDreyer  Rev.  I.  D.  Norwich. 

Dupha  Mrs.  Home  ton. 

Pyfon  Mr,  John.  Union-Street,  Borough, 


E.    .1, 

Euflon  CountefsofJ 

Ely  the  Hon.   and  Rfght.  Rev.  E.  the  Lord  Bifhop  of, 

Eamonfcm  — ,  Eiq.  BufhrHill. 

Eamonfon  Mrs.       ditto. 

Eaton  Mi'.  Richard.  Little  Tower-Street. 

Edgar  Mrs.  ^all-Mall, 

Edwards  Mr.  Archdeacon.    Ciiro,  Radnorfhire. 

Edwards  Mr.  John.  Stratford. 

Egerton  Rev.   .         North-Mims, 

pllice  Rev.  Robert.  Welwyn.  3  copies. 

Elliot  Mr. 

Ellis  Mifs,  Hoddefdon. 

Ellis  Thomas,  Efq.  St.  Margaret's  Hill. 

Ellis  Mr.  Jofeph.  Tooley-Street. 

Elwes  — .  Efq.  Langham,  Bury. 

Elwin  Mr,  Fountain.  Edmonton. 

Enderby  •    •    ,  Efq. 

Enderby  C.   Efq. 

Enderby  S.  Efq. 

EnJerby  G.  Efq. 

Englifh  Mr.  Ifaac.  Edmonton.         .  c 

Evani  George,  Efq.  Baalam,  Clapham. 

Evans 
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Evans  George,  Efq.  Borough. 
Evans  Percival,  Efq.    ditto. 
Evans  Rev.  Michael.  Aclon. 
Evans  Mrs.  —  Ty-Mawr,  Merionethfhire. 
Eveleigh  Rev.  Dr.  Provofl  of  Oriel  College  Oxford. 

2  copies. 

Ewer  Mrs.  John.  Dover. 
Eyre  Rev.  Dr.  Prebendary  of  Glocefter, ' 
Eyre  James,  Efq,  St.  Mary-Hill. 
Eyres  Colonel. 
Eyres  Mrs. 

F, 

Forrefter  Lord. 

Fletcher  Lady.  Southampton -Street. 

Faget  Mr. 

Falconer  Mrs.    Bath. 

Farrer  John,  Efq. 

Farrington  Mr.    Fowlkes- Buildings, 

Farrington  Mifs. 

Farrow  Thomas,  Efq.  Love  Lane. 

Favence  Mr.  Abraham.  Throgmorton-Street 

Feel  or  John  Minet,  Efq.  Dover. 

Felten  Mrs.   Hackney. 

Fenwick  Mrs.   Flint-Houfe,  Greenwich. 

Fenwick  John,  Efq.  Milbank-Street,  Weflminfler, 

Field  Mrs.   Ed  ward- Street. 

Finch  Rev.  Dr.  Prebendary  of  Weftrainfter. 

Finck 
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Finch  Rev.  Dr.  Fellow  of  St.  John's,  Oxford. 

Fifher  Mrs.  Park-Street,  Weftminfter.  5  copies. 

Fifher  Mrs.  Bedford- Square. 

Forbes  Rev.  John,  B.  D.  Fellow  of  St.  John's,  Oxford. 

Forreft  Mrs.  Worcefter. 

Forfteen  William,  Efq.  Lime-Street-Squarc. 

Fofter  Mrs.  Richmond. 

Fofter  Mr.  Edward,  Walthamftow. 

Fofter  Mr. 

Fofter  Mr.  Thomas.  Clement's-Lane. 

FcthergillRev.  Dr.  late  Provoft  of  Queen's  College  Ox. 

Foy  Mrs. 

Francis  Mr. 

Frankland  Mrs.  Chichefter. 

Franklin  Mr.  Dartford. 

Franks  Mr.  W.  Clapham. 

Free  Rev.  E.  D.  B.  D.  Fellow  of  St.  John's,  Oxford. 

Freeman  John  Efq.  Letton,  Herefordfhire. 

Freeman  Mifs.  Twickenham. 

French  J.  B.  Efq. 

Frewin  Richard  Efq.  Great  George-Street,  Weftminfter* 

Frith  Rev.  C.  Kentifh  Town. 

Fryer  Mr.  Taplow. 


G. 

Gordon  Lady  Louifa. 

Glocefter  the  Right.  Rev.  the  Lord  Bifhop  of. 
Gamon  Sir  Richard,  Bart.  M.  P,  Minchenden  Houfe. 
2  copies,  Grey 


SUBSCRIBERS  NAMES. 

Grey  Sir  Henry,  Bart. 

Gabriel  Rev.  Dr.  Reftor  of  Harlington  and  Hanwortn; 

Middlefex. 

Galhie  John,  Efq.  Spital-Square. 
Gardiner  Henry,  Efq.  Wandfworth. 
Gardiner  Mrs. 

Garrett  Mifs.  Stoke-Newington. 
Garrow  William,  Efq.  Warwick-Court,  Holborn, 
Gafkin  Rev.  Dr.  Reftor  of  St.  Bene't,  Gracschurcha 
Gates  Mifs.  Edmonton. 
Gearing  E.  A.  Mifs.  Mile-End,  Old-Town, 
Gee  Ofgood,  Eiq.  Lower  Seymour  Street. 
Gellibrand  Rev.  J.  Edmonton. 
Gentleman  A. 
Gentleman  A. 

Gibbs Efq. 

Giles  Daniel,  Efq.  Spital-Square,  2  copies. 

Gillibrand  Thomas,  Efq.  Weft-Ham. 

Glynn  Dr.  Fellow  of  King's  College,  Cambridge*. 

Godfrey  Mrs.  Shaftfbury-Houfe,  Kenlington. 

Golding  Henry,  Efq.  Borough. 

Goldfmid  Benjamin,  Efq. 

Goldfmid  Mrs.  Jefley. 

Goldfmid  Abraham,  Efq. 

Goidfmid  Alher,  ECq. 

Gomond  Richard,  Efq.  Bath.  2  copies. 

Goodwin  Mrs.  — Powick,  near  Worceflerc 

Gooch  Rev.  Dr.  Prebendary  of  Ely. 

Gordon  Alexander,  Efq.  Lime- Street. 

Goflin  George,  Efq*  Bedford-Square. 

Coiling 


SUBSCRIBERS  NAMES. 
Gofling  J.  Efq. 

Gofiing  Francis,  Efq. 

GoffetRev.  Dr.  F.R.  S. 

Gough  Richard  Efq.  Enfield.  5  copies. 

Gough  Mrs.  Enfield, 

Gowland  Thomas,  Efq. 

Graham  James,  Efq.  LincoInVlnn.  2  copies* 

Gray  John,  Efqk   Wihchmorc-Hilh 

Gray  John,  Efq,  Craufley. 

Gray  Richard,  Efq.  Govver-Street)  Bedford-Square, 

Greene  Mrs*  Norwich. 

Greenland         ••<    ?  Efq»  Carfhalton. 

Greenland  Mifs.  ditto. 

Greniide  John,  Efq>  Broad-Street,     6  copies* 

Grenwollers  C.  G.  Efq.   TookVCourt. 

Griffith  Rev.  Griffith.  M.  A. 

Guillemard  Ifaac,  Efq.  Tottenham* 

Gundry ,  Efq*  Richmond* 

Gundry  Mrs.  M. 

H. 

Howard  Lady.  New-Burlington-Street* 

Harley  Right  Hon.  Alderman. 

Hume  Sir  Abraham,  Bart.  Hill-Street,  Berkley. 

H.  F.  Mr?. 

Hackney  Reading  Society.      IO  copies, 

Haggitt  Rev.  — — .  Prebendary  of  Durham. 

Hahn ,  Efq.  Wandfworth. 

Hale  Mr.  Grevil!e*Street,  t&tton -Garden. 
Hale  Mrs, 

4  IfeU 


xviii         SUBSCRIBERS  NAMES. 

Hal!  Mr.  LL.B.   Wadham  College,  Oxford- 

Hani  Mr.  Spital-Square. 

Hamilton  Capt. 

Hammond  Mr.  Thomas.  Edmonton. 

Hand  Mr.  Archdeacon. 

Hankey  Robert,  Efq.     2  copies. 

Hankey  Mrs.  2  copies. 

Hankey  Auguftus,   Efq, 

Hanfen  Mrs.  Hackney. 

Hardy  Mrs.  Enfield. 

Hardy  Rev.  Richard.  Fellow  of  Emanuel,  Cambridge. 

Hare  Rev.  Robert.  Hertfmonceaux-Park,  SufTex. 

Harman  John,   Efq.  Frederick's-Place. 

Harman  Jeremiah,  Efq.  Finfbury-Square. 

Harmer  Robert,  Efq. 

Harper  Charles,  Efq.  Poultry. 

Harris  Mrs.   Crefcent,  Bath. 

Harris  Quarles,  Efq.  Crutched-Friars.  19  copies. 

Harris  I.  Efq.  Twyford. 

Harris  Nathanael,  Efq.  Pcckham. 

HarrifonAndrews,  Efq.  Somerfet-  Street,  Portman-Square. 

Harrifon  Mr.  I.  Tooley-Street. 

HarrifonMifs,  Bath. 

Hartwell  Capt.  F.I.  CommifTioner  of  theVi&ualling-Of. 

Hafe  Mr.  Robert.  Clerkenwell. 

Hatch  James,  Efq.  5  copies. 

Hatfell  James,  Efq. 

Hatt  Rev.  Andrew.  Aldgate. 

Harvey  Rev.  Thomas.  Realeaf,  Kent* 

Harvey  Mrs.— Ickwell,  Bury. 

Hawkins 
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Hawkins  Samuel,  Efq. 

Hazard  John,  Efq< 

Hazier  Mrs.  Turnham- Green. 

Heathcote  I.  E.  Efq.  Bath.  3  copies. 

Heathcote  Mrs.  A.     ditto.  3  copies. 

Heberden  Dr.  Pali-Mall.   5  copies. 

Heddington  Mr.  William  Clement.  Spitalfields. 

Hencock  Mrs.  Hamftead-Heath. 

Henfhall  Mifs.  Camberwell, 

Henfhaw  Robert,  Efq. 

Henfhaw  Mrs. 

Hetherington  — — .    Efq.  Buckingham-Street. 

Hetherington  Mrs.  Blackfriars-Road. 

Hewghs  Mrs.  Great  George-Street,  Weftminfter. 

Hey  Rev.  Dr.  Prebendary  of  Rochefter. 

Heyman  Henry,  Efq.  Lincolns-Inn  Fields. 

Heyman  Henry,  Jun.  Efq.  Cateaton-Street, 

Hickes  Mrs.  Oxford. 

Hicks  I.  W.  Efq.  Bath. 

Hicks  John,  Efq.  Ch rift-Church,  Oxford. 

Hill  Mrs.  Newman-Street. 

Hingften  Mr.  John.  Cheapfide. 

HippufFC.  Efq.  Birchin-Lane. 

Hoar  George,    Efq.  Tower  of  London.  2  copies* 

Hoare  Rev.  Dr.  Principal  of  Jefus  Col.  Oxford  2  copies. 

Hoare  Mrs. 

Hobhoufe  Henry,  Efq.  Hatpfden  Houfe. 

Hockley  Mrs.  Blackland's-Houfe,    Chelfea. 

Holden  Rev,  John.  Fellow  of  Sidney  College  Cambridge. 

Hallingfworth  Rev.  Nathanael.  St.  John's  College  Oxford. 

Holloway  Mifs,  Cornhill. 

Holmes 


xx  SUBSCRIBERS  NAMES, 

Holmes  Jofeph,   Efq.  Edmonton.  5  copies. 

Holmes  Thomas,  Efq,  Clapham. 

Holmes  William,  Efq,   Weftcomh-Park, 

Holmes  Mrs,  »  ditto. 

Holmes  William,  Efq. 

Hopkins  — — •— ,  Efq. 

Hornby  Mr.  William.  Kirkham. 

Horsfall  Mrs, 

Howard  Mr.  Church- Street,  Wefhninfter, 

Howell  Rev.  John*  Vicar  of  Llanarth,  Cardiganshire, 

Hoxvitt  Mrs.  Southgate. 

Hucks  ••— .  Efq. 

Hudfon  ".  Efq. 

Hadfon  Mr.  Tottenham, 

Hughes  Rev.  Thomas.  Prebendary  of  Weflminfter, 

Hughes  Rev.  Dr.  Fellow  of  Jefus  College,  Oxford. 

Hughes  Henry,  Efq. 

Humphrey  Mrs.  Wellingborough,  North amptonfhi re. 

Humphreys  Mrs.  Agnes,  Conftitution-Row,  St.  Pancras,, 

Hunt  John,  Efq,  Cofcombe, 

Hunt  Mr.  Jofeph. 

Hunter  Rev. .  Chrift  Church,  Cambridge, 

Hunter  Mrs.  Gowcr-Street, 
Hunter  D.  Efq.   Blackheath, 
Hurry  Francis,  Efq.  Clapton. 
Hutchins  Mr.  Charles.  Bowes-Farm. 
Huxley  Mrs,  Edmonton, 
liyatt  William,  Efq.  Sheptpn-Mallct, 


LL, 
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I. 

J.  L.  Efq,  Cooper's  Row. 
Inglis  James,  Efq.  Mark-Lane.  5  copies. 
Ingram  Mrs.  John-Street,  Bedford-Row. 
Irving  Mr.  W.  New-Bond- Street. 


J- 

James  Lady.  Upper-Wimpole-Street. 

Jackfon  Rev.  Dr.  Canon  Refidentiary  of  St.  Paul's,  a  co. 

Jackfon  James  Francis  Efq.  3  copies. 

Jackfon  Thomas,   Efq,  Camber  well -Terrace. 

Jackfon— < — .  Efq. 

Jacobs .  Efq.  Brook-Houfe,  Clapton, 

James  Mr.  Elfted. 

Jarvis  Captain. 

Jeffery  George,  Efq.  Peckham.   6  copies, 

Jefferys  Nathanael,  Efq.  M.  P.  Clargea-Street. 

Jeffreys  Rev.  Dr.  Canon  Refidentiary  of  St.  Pauls. 

Jeffreys  Mrs.  — .  Bath.   2  copies. 

Jekyll  Mr?,          ditto. 

Jenkins  William,  Efq.  Shepton-Mallet. 

Jenkyns  Rev.  John.  Evercreech. 

Jennings  Mr.  Fenchurch-Street. 

Jennings  M»s.          ditto. 

JefToppJohn,  Efq.  Walth^m  Abbey. 

Johnfon  Godfchall,  Efq.  Putney-Hill.    2  copies,  * 

Johnfon  — ,  Efq. 

Johnfon 
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Johnfon  Mr.  Tottenham. 

Jones  Rev.  Owen.  Glynn,  Merionethlbire. 

Jones  Mrs.  Ann.  Bath.  5  copies. 

Jones  Richard,  Efq.  Took's-Court,  Chancery-Lane, 

Jones  Rev. .  Cambridge. 

Jones  Mr. 

Jones  Mr.  E.  K.  Mark-Lane. 

Jones  Mrs.  ditto. 

Jones  Mr.  John.  Holborn-Hill. 

Jones  Mr.  W .  A.      ditto, 

Jones  Mr.  Robert.  Edmonton. 

Jopcs  Mr.  Henry.  Manfion-Houfe  Street.  2  copies, 

Jourdain  Major.  Upper-Harley- Street. 

Jourdain  George,  Efq.  Spital- Square. 

Jourdain  John,   Efq.  ditto.  ' 

Jourdain  Mrs.  ditto. 

Jourdain  A.  Efq.  Great- George-Street, 

Jourdain  Mrs.  ditto. 


K, 

Kallet  Henry,  Efq.  Ruflel- Street,  Covent  Garden, 

Kaye  Mrs.  Saville-Row. 

Kearton  Mrs.  Highgate. 

Kedington  Rev.  Robert.  Rougham-Hall,  Suffolk, 

Keeling  John  Efq.    Tottenham, 

Kelham  Mifs. 

Kemble  Thomas,   Efq, 

Kemp  Richard,  Efq, 

Kendall 
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Kendall  Edward,  Efq.  Llangaddock. 
Kennett  Mrs.  Great  Marlborough-Street. 
Kent  Mr.  Mark-Lane. 
Kent  Mrs.      ditto. 

Kerrich  Rev. .  Magdalen  College  Cambridge 

Kettilby  Rev.  Dr.  Reftor  of  St.  Bartholomew  th'e  Great. 
King  Captain.  America-Square. 

King  Mrs. .  John- Street,  Bedford-Row. 

Kinleiide  Rev.  William. 
Kirkman  Mrs.  Sarum.  2  copies. 

Knapp  William  Jerome,  Efq.  Harpur-Street,  Red  Lion- 
Square. 

Knill  Mr.  John.  Grays-Inn  Square. 
Knottesford  Rev.  Francis  Fortifcue.  Tottenham. 
Knowlys  Mr.  Edmonton. 
Knowlys  Mrs.     ditto. 
Knowlys  Newman,   Efq.  Temple. 
Knowlys  Mr.  I.  Stockwell. 
Kymer  John,   Efq. 

L. 

London  the  Right  Rev.  the  Lord  Btfhop  of.  5  copies. 
Litchfield   and   Coventry  the  Kon.  and   Rt.   Rev.   the 

Lord  Bilhop  of.  2  copies. 
Lake  Sir  James  Winter,  Bart.   Edmonton. 
Lake  Lady.  <3itto. 

Lady  A. 
Lady  A.  Edmonton. 

Lambert 


xxiv        SUBSCRIBERS  NAMES. 

Lambert  Mr.  Daniel.  St.  Martin's  Lane,  CannorvStreet. 

Lambert  Mifs.  Lamb's-Conduit-Street. 

Lancafter  Thomas,  Efq.  Old-Jewry. 

Landon  William  Efq.  Chefhunt. 

Landon  Rev.  Charles.  Fellow  of  Sidney  Coll.  Camb. 

Landon  Mifs.    Chefhunt. 

Landon  Mr.  John,  ditto. 

Lane  George  Efq.  Loman's  Pond. 

Lang  Robert,  Efq.  Finfbury-Square., 

Langley  Mrs.  Glocefter-Street,  Queen-Square, 

Langton  Mr.  Zechariah.  Bread-Street. 

Laprimaudaye  Rev.  Charles.  Auftin-Friars. 

Latham  Mrs.  Eltham. 

Law  Rev.  Dr.  Archdeacon  of  Rochefter. 

Law  Edward,  Efq.  Bloomfbury-Square. 

Law  Mrs. 

Lavvford  Mr.  Samuel.  Peckham. 

Lawford  Mr.  Thomas.  Gracechurch-Street 

Lawman  Major. 

Lawrence  Mr.  Richard.  Camberwell. 

Lawrence  Mrs. 

Lawrie  P.  Efq.  Lawrence-Pountney  Hill. 

Lawrie  Robert  Efq.  Lincoln. 

Lawrie  Mr.  I.  D.  City- Chambers. 

Lawfon  Rev.  George.  M.  A.  Trinity  College,  Camb, 

Lawton  Mr. 

Lax  Rev.  Mr.  ProfefFor  Trinity  Coll.  Cam.  10  copies, 

Leachman  Mrs.  —  Hoddefdon,  Herts. 

Lee  R.  Efq<  Highbury-Place. 

Lee  R.  Jun.  Efq.  Old-Broad -Street, 

Lee 
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Lee  William,  Efq, 

Lee  Mrs. 

Lee  Mr.  Launcelot.  Fellow  of  New-College,  Oxford, 

Lee  George,  Efq.  Ilford. 

Lee  James,  Efq. 

Leeds  Jofeph,  Efq.  2  copies. 

Legrew  Mr.  Edmonton. 

Legrew  Rev.  James.  M.  A.  St.  John's.  Cambridge* 

Leigh  Mrs.  Elizabeth. 

Leir  Rev.  Paul,  Ditchet. 

Leitch  Lewis,  Efq.  Lambeth -Terrace. 

Leitch  Capt.  Alexander,  ditto. 

Lenthal  Mrs. .   Priory,  Burford. 

Lermitte  Mr.  Thomas.  Aldgate. 

Le  Souef  Mr.  John.  Spital-Square* 

L'Eftrange  Mrs.  Norwich. 

Lettfom  Dr.  Grove-Hill,  Camberwell.  5  copies. 

Lewis  Rev.  David. 

Lewis  Thomas,  Efq.  PalmerVGreen. 

Leyborne  Mrs.  Weftwell-Houfe,  Burford. 

Lille  Mrs.  Bath.  3  copies. 

Livie  Robert,  Efq.  Broad-Street  Buildings. 

Lloyd  Rev.  John.  LL.  B.  Redor  of  St.  Dunftan's,  Eaft. 

Lloyd  Mrs.— .  Chichefter. 

Lloyd  Mifs. 

Longe  Rev.  Dr.  Reftor  of  Chelsfield,  Kent. 

Lubbock  John,  Efq.  Maniion-Houfe-Street, 

Lyde  Mrs.  Bath. 

Lynes  Mrs.  Clapton. 

Lyon  Lawrence,  Efq» 

e  Lyfons 
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Lyfons  Daniel,  M.D.  Bath. 
Lyfons  Rev.  Daniel.  Putney. 
Lyfons  Mrs.  Sarah.  Hempftead,  Glocefter, 

M. 

Middleton  Lady  Vifcountefs, 

Martin  Lady  Dowager. 

Martin  Sir  Henry,  Bart.  Weymouth-Street, 

Martin  Lady.  4  copies. 

Mac'  George ,  Efq.  Bond-Street. 

Mac*  George  Mrs. 

Machay  Mr.  Turnham-Green. 

Mackenzie  James,  Efq.  New- Broad- Street. 

Madden  James,  Efq.  Fulham. 

Maddifon  John,  Efq.  Charing-Crofs. 

MakayEric,  Efq.  Bafinghall-Strcet. 

Maiden  James,  Efq.  Putney, 

Maiden  Jonas,  Efq. 

Mallard  Richard,  Efq. 

Malliet  Mrs.  Gerrard- Street, 

Mann  Rev.  Thomas. 

Manning  Mrs.  Totteridge. 

Marlow  Rev.  Dr.  Prefident  of  St.  John's,  Oxford. 

Marratt  Webb,  Efq. 

Marriott  Rev.  R. 

Martin  Mrs.  — .  White-Knights. 

Mafcall  Mifs.  Mansfield-Street,  Goodman's-Fields. 

Mafon  Edward,  Efq.  Stewart- Street,  Spital-Ficlds. 

Mafters 
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Matters  Mr.  Edmonton. 
Matthews  James,  Efq.  Jefus- College,  Oxford. 
Maule  Rev.  John.  Royal-Hofpital,  Greenwich. 
Mayaffre  Mifs.  Percy-Strect. 
Mayo  Rev.  Dr.  Rector  of  St.  George's,  Eaft. 
Mayo  Mrs. 

Mayo  Rev.  Mr.  Profeffbr,  Fellow  of  St.  John's,  Oxford. 
Mayo  Mifs. 
Mayo  Mifs  Jane. 

Mayo  Mr.  Charles.  Nicholas-Lane,  Lombard-Street.1 
Meakham  Rev.  W.  B.  Bath. 

Mellifh  William,  Efq.  M.  P.  and  Family,  Bifliopfgatc- 
Street.  19  copies. 

Mellifh  Peter,  Efq. 
Mello  Arn.  Efq.  Clapham, 

Mello  Abraham,  Efq,  Highbury, 

Menet  Francis  Efq.  Southgate. 

Merle  Mr.  Little-Britain, 

Merrick  Mr. 

Merrick  Mrs. 

Mefman  Daniel  Efq.  Spital- Square, 

Mefman  Mrs, 

Metcalf  Jofeph,  Efq.  Clapham* 

Methold  Rev.  Thomas.  Redor  of  Stoneham,  SufFolk. 

MeyrickMrs.  Ann.  Great  George-Stre-t,  Weftminftcr. 

Middleton  Robert  Efq.  Caroline-Street,  Bedford-Square. 

Middleton  Mrs.  Town-Hill,  Hants, 

Miller  Rev,  Combe,  Dean  of  Chichcfler, 

Milligan  Richard,  Efq. 

MUls  Thomas,  Efq.  Grove-Houfe,  Streatham.  50  copies. 

e  *  Mills 
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Mills  Mrs. 

Miufhull  Edward  Efq.  Milbank  Street,   Weftminfler. 

Mitchell  Da-id,    Efq.* -.I*1  io{  .^>I  cJu*., 

Mitchell  Mrs.  Wimpole-Streer,  Cavendifh- Square. 

Mocher  Mrs.  Enfield. 

Mohringk  Thomas  George  Efq.  Tottenham, 

Monck  Mr.  Bath. 

Monk  Mifs.  Edmonton. 

Monk  Mifs  E. 

Monkland  Mr.  Bath. 

Monkland  Mrs.  ditto. 

Monoux  Rev.  P.  Reclor  of  Sandy. 

Moore  Rev.  Thomas.  Reclor  of  North-Cray. 

Moore  Rev.  Charles.  Vicar  of  Boughton-Blean,  Kenfx 

Moore  Frank,  Efq.  North  Church,  Herts, 

Mo'-re  John,    Efq.  Baih. 

Morres ,   E'q. 

Morris  Rev.  T.  R.  Bath. 

Morrifon  General.  Hammerfmith, 

Morrifon  Mrs.  ditto. 

Morrifon  Mifs.  ditto. 

Morton  Mrs.  Lower-Grofvenor-StreeL 

Mofs  Mis.  near  Southampton. 

Mourier  J.  Efq.   Finfbury-Square. 

Murrifon  Mrs.  Bath. 

Mufgrave  Rev.  William,  LL.D.  Fellow  of  St.  John's, 

Oxfoid.  ^  copies. 
Myddleton  William,  Efq. 
Myers  Rev.  John.   Witley,  near  Godalmin. 

* ;:  N.  North- 
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N. 

Northampton  Countefs  Dowager  of.  Richmond. 

Neave  Sir  Richard,  Bart. 

Neave  Ladv. 

Nanfon  Mr.  William.  Bridge-Street,  Black-Friars. 

Nam ,  Efq. 

Naflau ,  Erq.  Oporto,  a  copies. 

Neale  John,  Efq. 

Nepean  Evean,  Efq.  Secretary  ro  the  Admiralty. 

Newbon  Rev.  Richaid.  Vicar  of  Enfield. 

Newland  Abraham,  Efq.   Bark.  5  copies. 

Newman  Mif?.  Great-Quebec  Street,  Portnian-Square, 

Newnbey  — • — ,   Efq. 

Newton  Rev.  Mr.  Enfield. 

Nichols  Mr.  Deputy. 

Nicholl  Gtoige,  Efq. 

Nixon  John,  Efq.  Cateaton- Street,  3copiesv 

Noble  Robert,  Efq. 

Norris  Mr. 

North  — — ,  Efq. 

North  Mrs.  New- Bridge-Street,  Black-Friars. 

North  Rev. .  Afhdon. 

Northage  Mr.  William. 
Nunn  William,  Efq.  Tooting. 
Nutt  Jofeph,  Efq.  Broad-Street. 


Orford 
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O. 

Orford  Earl  of. 

Oxford  the  Right  Rev,  the  Lord  Bifhop  of, 

Ongley  Lord.  Old- Warden,  Bigglefwade, 

Ongley  Hon.  S.  ditto. 

Ogle  George,  Efq. 

Ogle  Rev.  George. 

Oldham  James,  Efq.  Edmonton.  2  copies. 

Olier  Mrs.  Bloomfbury-Square 

Olivier  Rev.  — ~.  Reftor  of  Clifton,  Bedfordfhire, 

Olivier  Mrs.  Bigglefwade. 

Ommanney  Edward,  Efq,  Bloomfbury-Square. 

Ommanney  Mrs. 

Ord  Colonel.  2  copies. 

Ord  Mrs. 

Owen  Mrs.  Smythe. 

Owen  Dr.  Llwyndu.  Merionethfhire. 

Qwen  Rev.  G.  Re&or  of  Llanenddwyn.  ditto. 


P. 

PeacheyLady.  \Vimpole-Street. 

Pufey  Hon.  Philip.  Pufey^houfe,  Berks.  2  copiesa 

page ,  Efq.  Bath, 

page ,  Efq.  Oporto. 

Palmer  Thomas,  Efq.  Carfhalton.  ic  copies. 

Palmer  Mrs. 

Palmer  Mr.  Archdale. 

Palmer 
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Palmer  Mr.  William. 

Palmer  Rev.  Thomas,  M.  A.  St.  John's,  Oxford. 

Palmer  William,  Efq.  Nafmg. 

Palmer  I.  F.  Efq.  Worccfter-College,  Oxford. 

Palmer  Mrs. .  Richmond. 

Pardon  John,  Efq.  Southwark^ 

Paris  Mrs.   Wanftead. 

Parker  Samuel,  Efq.  South-Lambeth. 

Parker ,  Efq. 

Parker  Mr.  James.  Southgate. 
Parkinfon  Dr.  Cambridge. 
Parkinfon  Mrs. 
Parnell  Mr.  Hugh.  Spitalfields. 

Paroiffien  Rev. .  Hackney. 

Parry  Rev. Warden  of  Ruthyn. 

Parry  Rev. .  Re&or  of  Llanabar. 

Parry ,  Efq. 

Parry  Mr. 

Parfons  Rev. .  Fellow  of  Baliol  College,  Oxford. 

Pafley  John,  Efq.  Coney  hatch. 

Paterfon  G.  Efq.  Clapton. 

Paterfon  John,  Efq.  John- Street,  Minories. 

Patten  Jonathan,  Efq.  John-Street,  Adelphi. 

Paulham  Mrs. 

Peacock  Mr.  William.  Salifbury-Court,-  Fleet-Street. 

Pearfe  Rev.  — .  Redor  of  Nutfieid,  Oxfordshire, 

Pearfon  Wilfon,  Efq.  Bridekirk,  Cumberland. 

Peatlett  William,  Efq. 

Peck  Mrs.  Bath. 

Peck  Mifs.  ditto. 

PembertOB 
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Pemberton  Rev.  Jeremiah.  Cambridge, 

Penchback  William,  Efq. 

Penn  Mr.  Stoke-Newingtom 

Penoyer,  T.  S.  Efq. 

Pepper  John,  Efq. 

Perrott  John,  Efq. 

Perry  — ,  Efq.  Oporto.  %  copies. 

Peters  George,  £fq.   Old  Bethlerm 

Petley  Mrs.  Riverhead. 

Phillips  Mr.  James.  Tower- Street. 

Phyn  James,  Efq.  Mark-Lane.  5  copies. 

Pickard  Mifs.  Colchefter. 

Pindar  George,  Efq.  Charing- Crofs. 

Pinder  Rev. . 

Pingo  Mifs.  Edmonton. 

Pitt  Rev.  L.  K, 

Pitt  Mrs.  Mortlake. 

Platel  James,  Efq.  LincolnVlnn. 

Platt  Rev,  Charles.  Fellow  of  Queen's,  Cambridge, 

Platt  John,  Efq.  Broad-Street. 

Platt  Mrs.  Ann.         ditto.         2  copies. 

Plummer— ,  Efq.  Peckham. 

Polhill  Robert,  Eiq.  Parliament-Street. 

Pope  Rev .  Fellow  of  St.  John's,  Oxford 

Pope  Mrs.  — . 

Pope  Mifs,  Great  Queen-Street. 

Poftlethwaite  Rev.  Dr.  Mailer  of  Trinity,  Camb. 

Potter  Mr.  Charing^Crofs. 

Powell  Thomas,  Efq,  Tottenham.  10  copies. 

Powell  Mrs.  ditto.  10  copies 

Powell 
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fowelt  James,  Efq*  Clapton. 
Powell  Mifs.  Homertom 
Powell  F.  Clark,  Efq.  ditto. 
Powell  David,  jun.  Efq;  ditto* 
Powell  Walter,  Efq.   Tooting. 

Powell ,  Efq4  Cheam* 

Prager  Mr. 

Pratt  Rev.  — ^-.  Vicar  of  Orpingtori. 

Preft  Mr.  William.  Lewifham. 

Freftwidge  Mr.  John.  Mincing-Lane. 

Price  Rev.  Dr.  Prebendary  of  Durham. 

Price  William,  Efq.  Vice-Chamberlain  to  the  Quoen. 

Prince  Mr.  Jofeph.  Borough. 

Proffer  Rev.  Dr. 2  copies. 

Provis  William,  Efq.  Bath.  5  copies* 

Provis  Mrs.  2  copies; 

Pryfe  Rev.  John.  Trawsfynydd. 

Pugh  P.ev.  H.  Reftor  of  Hutton,  Eflex* 

Pugh,  D,  H.  Efq. 

Pugh  Mrs.  Garthmaelan,  North  Wales^ 

Pugh  Howel,  Efq.  Dolgelly. 

Pybus  Charles  Small,  Efq;  M,  P, 

R. 

Rochefter  the  Right.  Rev.  the  Lord.  Bifhop  of.  2  copiei, 
Rochefter  the  Rev.  the  Dean  and  Chapiter  of* 
Rawlinfon  Sir  Walter. 
Raikes  Charles,  Efq.  2  copies* 

f  l&fcf* 
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Raikes  William,  Efq. 

Raikes  Mrs.  William. 

Raikes  Thomas,  Efq. 

Raikes  Mrs.  Thomas.- 

Raikes  W.  M.  Efq. 

Raikes  I.  M.   Efq. 

Ranking  Mr.  G.  Hampftead. 

Rafch  Mr.  John-Peter.  Tokenhoufe-Yard. 

Rayer  William,  Efq. 

Read  William,  Efq.  Peckham. 

Readftuw  Rev.  Caleb.  Richmond,  Yorkfhire. 

R,eed.Gllfred  Lattfon,  Efq.  Hackney. 

Reed  Wilfdrd,  Efq.  Lower- Thames-Street. 

Reeves  Mrs.  Ipfwich, 

Reid  Andrew,  Efq, 

Reid  Mr.  T.   Coleman-Street-Buildings. 

Relph  Mrs.  Mark-Lane, 

Revet  Rev,  Thomas.  Redlor  of  Marsfield,  Suffex. 

Reynolds  Mrs.  Clophill. 

Rhodes  Mifs.    Hoxton.- 

RhuddeRev.  Dr.  Reaor  of  Eaft-Bergholt,  SufF.  rocop, 

Richardiey  John,  Efq.  Walworth. 

Richards  Mifs.  Bath. 

Richards  Rev.  — — .  Fellow  of  Oriel  College,  Oxford, 

Richardfon  Rev. .  Beaet  College,  Cambridge* 

Richardfon  R.  Efq. 

Richardfon  Thomas,  Efq, 

Rigg  Mifs.  Briftol. 

Rivington  Mr.  Charles.  St.  Paul's  Church- Yard, 

Roberts  Rev,  — .  Archdeacon  of  Merioneth. 

Robert 
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Roberts  Rev.  Dr.  High-Mafter  of  St.  Paul's  School. 
Roberts  Mifs.  Eaft-Bergholt. 
Roberts  Mifs.  Edmonton.  2  copies. 
Roberts  Thomas,  Efq.  Lambs-Conduit-Street. 
Robinfon  Commodore. 

RobinfonRev.  John.  M.A.  Reftor  of  Crickfea,  Eflex 
Robinfon  Mrs.  Edmonton, 
Robinfon  Mifs.     ditto. 
Rodbard  Samuel,  Efq.  Evercreech.  5  copies, 
Roebuck  John,  Efq, 
Rogens  John,  Efq.  Yarlington- Lodge . 
Rogers  Mr.  Robert.  Edmonton. 
Rondeau  Mr.  James. 
Roper  John,  Efq.  Man  fel-S  tree  t. 
Rofe  Rev.  John.  Reclor  of  St.  Martin  Out  witch, 
Rofe  George,  Efq.  Stratford. 
Rofs  Mrs.  Norwich. 

Roufe  Rev.  Ezekiel.  Vicar  of  Clophill  and  Polluxhill 
Bedfordfhire. 

Row  — ,  Efq.  Tottenham- Green. 

Rowlett  W,  Efq.  St.  Helens. 

Royd  Mrs.  Putney-Hill. 

Rucker  I.  A.  Efq.  Wandfworth.  2  copies. 

Rucker  Daniel  Henry,  Efq. 

Rumball  Mr.  Thomas.  Edmonton. 

Ryves  Rev.  Henry  P.  Elftcd.  2  copies. 

Ryves  Mrs. 

Ryves  Mifs. 

Ryves,  G.  T.  Efq> 

S.  Stafford 
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S. 

Stafford  Countefs  of. 

Salifbury  the  Rt,  Rev.  the  Lord  Bifliop  of. 

Seymour  Lord  William.  Scend.  Wilts* 

Seymour  Hon.  and  Rev.  Edward,  ditto. 

Salmon  Mrs.  Edmonton. 

Salmon  Mifs.     ditto. 

Salt  Mifs,  Tottenham. 

Santen,  A.  A.  Efq.   Enfield. 

Saunders  Mr.  Thomas,  Haydon-Square. 

Schneider  Henry  John,  Efq.  Southgate* 

Schrieber,  I.  C.  ?  Tq.  Denmark-Hill. 

Schroder  P.obert,  Efq. 

Scott  Mrs,  Gower-Street. 

Scott  Mr. 

Scott  Mrs. 

Scott  Mrs.  S. 

Scott  John,  Efq. 

Scott  Mr.  Samuel, 

Scott  James,  Efq.  Pammerfmith, 

Sellon  John  Baker,  Efq.  Lincoln's-Inn. 

Sergrove  Rev.  Dr.  late  Mailer  of  Pembroke   College^ 

Oxford.  2  copies. 
Sewell  Mr.  John,  Cornhill. 
Seymour  Mrs.  Camberv/ell. 
Shard  Mifs  Sophia.  Peckham. 
Sharp,  Rev.  I.  Clapham. 
Shaw  James?  Efq.  America-Square., 
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Shawe  William  Cunliffe,  Efq.  Southgate. 

Shepherd  George,  Efq.  High-Grove. 

Shepherd  Edward,  Efq,  Peckham. 

Sheppard,  Rev.  Samuel  Philip.  Wickham,  Kent. 

Sheppard  Mrs.  Denham. 

Sheppard  Mifs.  Serle-Street.  5  copies. 

Shirby  Mr.  Thomas. 

Shrimpton  Jofeph,  Efq.  Bedford- Square. 

Sibley  William  George,  Efq.  Queen-Square. 

Sibley  George,  Efq.  Crefcent,   Minories. 

Sikes  Thomas,  Efq.  Hackney* 

Silvefter  John,  Efq.  Common-Sergeant,  Chancery-Lane. 

Simion  Edward,  Efq.  Bifhopfgate-Street. 

Simon  Mrs.  Morton,  Surry.   10  copies. 

Siffmore  Rev.  H.  Fellow  of  New-College,  Oxford. 

Skirrow,  Mr.  William.  Borough. 

Skottow  • ,  Efq. 

Slade  Mr.  Thomas.    Bartholomew-Clofe. 

Slade  Mr.  Daniel.  Borough. 

Slade  Mrs.  Bath. 

Smith  Rev.  T.  I. 

Smith  Mrs.  Drummond.  Piccadilly. 

Smith  Ifaac,  Efq.  Palmers-Green. 

Smith  "Rev.  Richard.  M.  A.  Fellow  of  Trinity-College, 

Cambridge. 
Smith  Henry,  Efq.  Grove-Hill.  2  copies. 

Smith  ,  Efq.  Champion-Hill,  Surry. 

$mjth  John,  Efq.  Finfbury-Square. 

Smiton  Mr.   William. 

3myth  Rev.  L.  Vicar  of  SouthilL 

Smyth, 
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Smyth  Rev.  John.  Chrift-Church  College,  Oxford, 

Smyth    Mifs.  Southill. 

Smyth  Mr.  Alexander.  Mark-Lane. 

Snell  Mrs.  Edmonton. 

Snelljohn,  Efq.  ditto. 

bowerby  Mr.  Fenchurch-Street. 

Sparrow  Rev.  .  ~    . 

SpenceLuke,  Efq.  Mailing,  Suflex. 

Spence  Mr,  Robert.  Borough. 

Spitta  C.  L.  Efq.  Peckham. 

Spong  Mr.  John.   St.  Margarets-Hill. 

Spragg  Rev.  Harvey.  Weibeck-Street. 

Spranger  John,  Efq.  Lincoln's  Inn. 

Stanback  John,  Efq.  Lambeth-Terrace. 

Stanley ,  Efq.   LimeTStreet. 

Stedman  Mifs.  Ayling,  near  Midhurft, 

Steers  Ifaac,  Efq.  Temple.  5  copies. 

Stephani  Mrs.  Clement's  Lane. 

Stephenfon,  Mrs.  John.  Queen- Square. 

Stephenfon  •          and  Co.  — — .  6  copies. 

Stert  Richard,  Efq.  Southgate. 

Stevens  Francis,  Efq.  Commiflioner  of  the  Victualling. 

Stevens,  R.  I.  S.  Lambeth-Walk. 

Stevens  William,  Efq.  Broad-Street.  5  copies. 

Stevenfon  Rowland,  Efq. 

Stevenfon  Mr.  I.  Queen-Square. 

Stevenfon  Mrs.  ditto.  2  copies. 

Stevenfon ,  Efq.    Grace-Church-Street. 

Stinton  Rev.  Dr.  Redor  of  Exeter  College,  Oxford. 
Stirling  William,  Efq.  Wantage. 

StockweU 
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Stockvvell  John,  Efq.  Crutched-Friars. 

Stowe  Rev.  Nevil. 

Stowe  Mrs. 

Stringer  Miles,  Efq.  Peckham. 

Suft  -  ,  Efq. 

Sutton  Mrs.  2  copies. 

Swann  -  ,  Efq.  Oporto.  2  copies. 

Sweet  David,  Efq.  Gittifham,  Devon. 

Swinney  Mr.  Pail-Mall.' 

Symonds  Rev.  I.  Hackney. 


T. 

Turner  Rev.  Dr.  Dean  of  Norwich. 

Taddy  Chriftopher,   Efq. 

Tanner  Mr?. 

Tapenden  —  ,  Efq.  Fofter-Lane,  Cheapfide. 

Tarbutt  George,  Efq,  Gould-Square,  CooperVftovv, 

Tafh  William,  Efq.  Broom  fieW-Houfe. 

Ta(h  Mrs. 

Tatern  George,  Efq.  Hart-Street,  Bloomfbur/.^ 

Tatem  Mrs.  Edmonton.  2  copies. 

Tatlock  Mr.  James.  Coleman-Street. 

Taylor  Rev.  Henry.  Tottenham-Court-Road. 

Taylor  Robert,  Efq.  Crutched-Friars. 


T»        1          TV/T  A'^r, 

Taylor  Mrs. 

Taylor  Mrs.  Edmonton. 

Taylor  Mr.  Wager. 

Teiffier  Stephen,  Efq. 

Tempeft 
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Tempeft  Mrs.   Eaft-Barnet. 

Temple  R.  G.  Efq.  Roehampton. 

Tennant  I.  Efq. 

Terrett  Mrs.  Hackney. 

Tefhmaker  Mrs.  Winchmore-HilL 

Tefhmaker  Mifs,         ditto. 

T.  F. 

Thacrah  John,  Efq.  Tooley- Street. 

Theed  John,  Efq. 

Theed  Thomas,  Efq.  Edmonton. 

Theobalds  Mrs.  Kesv. 

Thomas  Rev.  M.  Sutton-Lodge. 

Thomas  Mrs.  M.  Camberwell. 

Thomas  Mrs.  N. 

Thomas  Rev.  G.  A.  Reftor  of  Woolwich,  Kent, 

Thomas  Rice,  Efq.  Norfolk-Street. 

Thomas  Mrs.  Watergate-Houfe,    SuiTex. 

Thompfon  Mrs.  Finfbury-Square. 

Thwaites  Mrs.  Highbury-Terrace. 

Till  Mr.  Richard.  London-Bridge. 

Timperon  Jofeph,  Efq. 

Timfon,  W.  Efq.  Moor-Park 

Topham  John,  Efq. 

Torriano  Major.  Keniington- Square.  3  copies, 

Torriano  Mrs.  fenior. 

Torriano  Mrs.  I.  S. 

Totton  Rev.  W.  L  Denham, 

Totton  Mifs. 

Totton  Stevens,  Efq,  Spital- Square*  2  copies. 

Totton  Mrs,  ditto* 

Tottoia 
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Totton  Stevens  Dineley,  Efq,  Madras. 
Tottons  Mifs.  Lamb's -Conduit-Street. 
Toulmin  Rev.  Dr,  Taunton,  Somerfetfhire. 
Townlcy  Mifs.  Weymouth. 
Townfend  Henry  Hare,  Efq. 
Townfcnd  Mrs. 
Towry  Mrs,  Ormond -Street, 
Traversjohn,  Efq.  Crutchcd  Friars. 

Travers  Mrs.  ditto, 

Travers  Mifs.  ditto. 

Travers  Mifs  C.         ditto. 

Trecothick  James,  Efq.  Addiagton,  Surry, 

Trotter  William,  Efq. 

Tunftall  Mr. 

Turner  Mrs.  Putney, 

Turner  Mifs.  Southampton-Street,  Bloomfbnry. 

Tutt  Rev.  Francis.  Rc£lor  of  Shering,  EfTex, 

Tyers  James,  Efq. 

u- 

Uphill  Rev.  George,  Lamiet. 

Uvedale  Admiral.  Bofmere,  SufFolk. 

Uvedale  Mrs.  ditto. 

U?eda!e  Rev.  Dr,  Rector  of  Langton,  Lincolnfhirc. 


Vaillant 
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V. 

Vaillant  Paul,  Efq.  Pall-Mali. 

Valllant  Rev*  Philip,     ditto. 

Vaillant  John,  Efq.  Temple. 

Vardon  Thomas,  Efq.  Gracechurch-Streett 

Vere  James,  Efq. 

Vere  Peter,  Efq, 

Vetch  Mrs. 

Veyfie  Rev.  —  .  Fellow  of  Oriel  College,  Oxford 


Winchefter  the  Hon.  and  Rt.  Rev.  the  Lcf,  Bp.  of.  2  cop- 

Wpmbwell  Lady. 

Wakeman  Thomas,  Efq.  St.  Mildred's  Court. 

Wale  M<*jor. 

Wale  Mifs. 

Walker  Ifaac,  Efq.  Arno's  Grove,  a  copies, 

Wall  Martin,  M.  D.  Chymical-Profeflbr.  Oxford, 

VValfby  Rev.  Dr.  Prebendary  of  Canterbury. 

Walter  Rev.  -  .  Cray  ford.  S 

"Warburton  Rev.  William,  M.  A. 

Ward  Mr.  Benjamiq  . 

Ward  Mr.  John.  Ludgate-HilL 

Ward  Mifs. 

Waring  Mrs.  Brompton.  2  copies. 

Warner  Mr.  John,  Edmot^n, 
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"Warren  Rev;  Dsiwfon.  Vic>c  of  Edmonton.  5  copies* 

Warren  Mrs.  Dawfon, 

Warren  Charles,  Efc^ 

Warren  Mrs. 

Wafham  Mrs.  S; 

Waihbourne  Mrs.  Edmonton.  3  copies* 

Wathen  Mifs  C. 

Watkins  Mrs.  Daventry. 

Watkins  Mifs;     ditto, 

Watfon  Rev.  John. 

Watfon  John,  Efq. 

Watfon  Jofhua,  Efq; 

Way  Mrs.  Richmond^ 

Webb  Mrs.  ditto.         2  copied 

Webfter  Rev.  Dr.  Bath, 

Webfter  Rev.  Richard.  JE  -  >.  ,.f  St.  Jbhn's  Coil.  Oxf, 

Webfter  Rev.  W.  Redor  or  MeperfhalL 

Weightman  Mr. 

Welles  Rev.  Richard.  Univerfity  ColIegCj  Oxford 

Wells  Mr.  Bigglefvsrade; 

Wetherell  &-\  Dr.  Maftef  of  Univerfity  GoII.  Oxford. 

Wetherell  Rev;  Robert.  Fellow  of  New  College,  Oxf, 

Whitbread  Samuel,  Efq. 

White  Mrs.  Soho-Square. 

White  James,  Efq.  Chancery-Lane; 

White  S.   Efq.   Clapham, 

Whitehead  Mr.  Bafmghall-Street; 

Whitehead  Mifs.  Edmonton* 
Whitelock  Mrs, 


Whitelock 
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VVhitelock  Rev.  R.  FT.  Farthinggoe,  Northamptonfhire, 

Whitfield  Mr.  John.  St.  Thomas's  HofpitaL 

Whitficld  Rev.  Thomas.  Fellow  of  St.  John's  Coll.  Ox. 

Whitmarfh  Henry,  Efq, 

Whitmore  John.  Efq,  Old  Jewry. 

Whittingftall  Mrs.  Hoddefdon.  5  copies. 

Wickham  Rev.  Pro  vis. 

Wickham  Mrs. 

Wickham.  John,  Efq,  New-College,  Oxford.  5  copies,. 

Wickham  Mrs. •.  Wells. 

Wigfton  John,  Efq.  Trent-Park.  3  copies* 

Wigfton  Mrs.  ditto.          2  copies, 

Wiazell  Thomas,  Efq, 

Wilcox  Mrs.  Hoddefdon. 

Wilcox  Mr.         ditto. 

Wilcox  Mr.  Edmond.   ditto. 

Wilcox  Rev.  — .  Loughborough, 

Wildman  Mrs.  Twickenham. 

Wilkinfon  Mrs. 

Wilkinfon  Mifs. 

Wilkinfon  Jacob,  Efq. 

Wilkinfon  Mrs.   Twickenham. 

Wilkinfon,  Mifs  Nancy,  ditto. 

Willesjohn,  Efq.  Dulwich. 

Willey  William,  Efq.  Edmonton, 

Williams  Mrs.  Crefcent,  Bath. 

Williams  Capt. 

Williamfon  Mrs.  Edmonton. 

Williamfon  Rev.  G.  Re&or  of  Campton, 

Willis,  Rev.  John  Law,  Pickwith. 

Willis, 
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Willis  Mr.  Weliingboro',  Northamptonfhire. 

Wilmot  Francis,  Efq.  St.  John's  College,  Oxford. 

Wilfon,  Mr.  Jofeph.  Cannon -Street. 

Wilfon  Robert,  Efq.  Prefcott-Street. 

Winbolt  Rev.  Thomas.  M.  A.  Minifter  of  Southgat*- 

Chapel. 

Winbolt  James,  Efq.  New-Bafmghali-Street. 
Winder  Mrs.  Putney. 
Winterbottom  S.  Efq. 

Wintle  Rev. .  Re&or  of  Brightwell,  Berks. 

Wintle  Rev .  Fellow  of  Pembroke  College,  Oxford 

Winwood,  Mr.  James.  Edmonton. 

Wife  Rev.  Dr.  Archdeacon  of  Coventry. 

Withers  John,  Efq.  Dover  Place. 

Wolff  George,  Efq.  Danifh  Conful. 

Wood  Edmond,  Efq.   near  Chichefter.  5  copies. 

Wood  Mr.  John.  Fcx-Ordinary-Court. 

Wood  Mrs. 

Woodbridge  John,  Efq. 

Woodbridge  James,  Efq. 

Woodcock  Mrs.  Enfield.  3  copies. 

Woodcock  Mifs,  S.  ditto. 

Woodcock  Capt. 

Woodford  Rev.  T.    Ansford. 

Woodhoufe  James,  Efq. 

Wooding  Mr.  Richard.  Bouvine-Street,  Fleet-Street, 

Woody  ear  ,  Efq. 

Woolrych  Mrs.  Southgate. 

Worsfold  Mrs.  Edmonton.  3  copies, 

Worfley  Rev.  Ralph.  M.  A. 

Worth  Mr,   John, 

Worthington 
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Worthington  Samuel,  Efq.  Jeffery's-Square,  St.MaryAxe. 

Wortlcdge  Robert,  Efq.  Great  St.  Helens. 

Wrench  Mrs.  Camberwell. 

Wright  Mr.  Alderman. 

Wright  Rev.—.  Duke- Street,  Manchester- Square, 

Wright  Samuel,  Efq, 

Wrightc  Rev.  William*  M.  A. 

Wroughton  Mrs.  Eaft-Barnet. 

Wyatt  Mrs.-  Foard-Houfe,  Devizes. 

Wynne  Dr.  William.  Lincolns- Inn  Fields.    2  copies* 


X. 

X.  X.         i    ii    .  5  copies. 

Y. 

York  His  Grace  the  Archbifhop  of.  10  copie?. 

Yates  Lady. 

York  Major* 

York  Mifs. 

Young  Brown,  Efq. 

Younge  Rev.  George.   South-Mailing,  EfTex, 

ADDITION. 
Butts  Rev,  William.  Reaor  of  Glemsford,  Suffolk* 


